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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, EDWIN NoRTON, of
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Caus, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
tops or breasts for cans; and the object of my
invention is to make a cheap and durable can
top or breast, and of such strength and rig-
idity that it will always retain perfectly its
shape and form, so as to secure an acen-
rate and perfect fit of the can-cover upon the
same; and this I accomplish by making the
can top or breast of a hollow rim or band, or,
in other words, providing the ean with a dou-
ble breast. The inner part or fold of the dou-
ble breast consists in the top portion of the
body of the can, and the outer part being the
seamless breast provided with an inturned
flange, which forms the top of the hollow band,
the two parts being soldered and secured to-
gether, so as to form one -continuous hollow
rim or band. ’

This construction gives much greater
strength and rigidity to the ean-breast than
could be secured by making the-can-breast of
thicker stock, as the hollow band is a pecu-
liarly firm kind of structure; and my present
invention is specially adapted for use upon
large-sized cans and upon open-mouthed cans
wherein the cover is secured upon the can by
means of coupling devices which operate with
a rotary motion, in which class of cans it is
specially important that the can top or breast
be of a strong rigid construction, to prevent
the same becoming bent or kinked out of
shape in handling; and thus render it difficult
to close the cover tight upon the can.

In the accompanying drawings, which form
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a side
view of my improved can, showing the cover
in position to be applied. Fig. 2 is a section
of the same with the outer portion of the don-
ble breast removed. Fig. 31isa sectional view

with cover removed ; and Fig. 4 is a sectional
view, showing the can with cover applied.

In said drawings like letters of reference
indicate like parts wherever used.

In the drawings, A represents the body of
the can, of the usual construction. The upper
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portion, B, of the can-body forms the inner
part or fold of the double can breast or top.

Cis the seamless can-breast, whichisstamped
out of a single blank and is provided with an
inturned flange, ¢, which forms the top of the
hollow band, and a shoulder, ¢/, which fits in’
2 corresponding offset, b, near the top of the
inner part or fold, B, where the two parts are
soldered together, thus forming a smooth con-
tinuous surface on the interior of the double
can-breast.

D is an offset or bead in the upper portion
of the can - body, which forms the base of the
hollow band constituting the double can breast
or top, and to which the lower edge of the
seamless can-breast C is soldered, as shown
at d.

The inturned flange ¢, which constitutes the
top of the double can -breast, forms a flat
smooth seat for the gasket e to rest upon in
case one is employed.
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I is the ean - cover, which, like the outer ,

part, O, of the double can-breast, is stampe
out of a seamless blank, so as to secure acefi-
racy of fit of the two parts upon each other,
and the cover and breast are provided with
coupling devices fand f/, for the purpose of se-
curing the cover to the can.

G is a folding bail, applied to the top of the
cover, and which is adapted to be used as a
wrench or leverage for removing and apply-
ing the cover.

What I claim is—

1. The combination, with the can - body, of
the seamless breast soldered at its lower edge
to the can-body, and provided with an in-
turned flange, which rests upon the top edge of
the body, and with a shoulder, ¢/, to which the
top of the body is soldered, forming a hollow
or double breast for the can, substantially as
and for the purpose specified.

2. The combination, with the can-body A,
provided with bead D, of innerfold, B, provided
with offset b, and seamless breast C, provided
with inturned flange ¢ and shoulder ¢, the two
parts being soldered and secured together
substantially as and for the purpose described.

EDWIN NORTON.

Witnesses:

EpMUND ADCOCK,
JOHN W, MUNDAY.
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