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My invention relates to a unique head support device
that is ideally suited for supporting and retaining the head
of the wearer in a comfortable relaxed position against
a chair back in a seated or reclined posture.

. In most surface and air travel conveyances, the passen-
ger spends most of his time in a seat or chair in an up-
right or slightly inclined position.

Except for very short trips, a passenger will doze or
sleep during some part of the trip. Frequently, a passen-
ger must rely on his travel time for his entire rest over
the period of a day; his repose being taken in the chair
or seat provided on the airplane, bus or railway chair car.

It is common knowledge that even though most com-
mercial carrier seats are inclinable to a degree, no means
have been provided thus far that will prevent the head of
a sleeping person from lolling from side to side, nodding
forwardly, or jerking during the normal movement of the
vehicle,

Complaints of tension, neck pain, headache, and gen-
eral fatigue even after prolonged sleep are common. Very
little beneficial rest is ever obtained under the above de-
scribed conditions. :

It is therefore an object of my invention to provide a
support device that supplements the neck and shoulder
muscles of the wearer and gently but firmly retains the
head in contact with the back rest or cushion of a seat
or chair in which the wearer is seated, with the head in
normal upright position, allowing the wearer to completely
relax and enjoy restful repose in relative comfort.

Tt is another object of my invention to provide a sup-
port device that enables the wearer to relax and sleep
while seated in an upright or inclined position that is
quickly and easily fastened to the back of substantially
any standard vehicle chair or seat.

It is still another object of my invention to provide a
head support that can be folded into a very small com-
pact package and carried on the person.

Tt is a further object of my invention to provide a head
support for vehicle passengers that is economical to man-
ufacture, and which is economically sanitized and
laundered.

It is still a further object of my present invention to
provide a head support that is comfortable to wear, is
partially elastic so that travel bumps, sway and pitch are
absorbed with little or no discomfort and a minimum of
disturbance.

Briefly, the head support of my invention comprises an
elongated pad of soft open-mesh fabric material provided
at each end thereof with means defining elastic support
straps joined together intermediate the pad and their free
ends by a cross-band of similar elastic material. When
the support straps are fastened at their free ends to the
backrest of a chair or séat, the straps being suspended
substantially vertically from the point of suspension. rela-
tive to the backrest, the pad assumes a generally U-shaped
loop; the chin of the wearer being placed and firmly sup-
ported in the bight of the loop while the head is gently
and firmly maintained in contact with the chair back.
The cross-band prevents the vertical portions of the pad
and the support straps from spreading apart laterally so
that the head of the wearer is supported sidewise as well
as forwardly and rearwardly.

My invention will be more fully understood with refer-
ence to the ensuing specifications and appended drawings
of which
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FIG. 1 is a front elevational view showing a preferred
f,mbodiment of the head support device of my invention
in use;

. FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of the device of FIG.
FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken along the plane
indicated by 3—3 in FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a plan view showing the shape and construc-
tion of the support device of FIGS. 1 and 2; and

FIG. 5 is a side elevational view of the device shown
in FIG. 1.

As shown in FIG. 1, the support device of my invention
in a preferred embodiment takes the form of an elongated
rectangular band or pad 5 of a soft, open-mesh fabric
material suspended at each of its ends by a relatively
narrow tape or strap 6 fabricated of a strong but moder-
ately elastic material of the general type of rubberized
fabric, such as commonly used in the manufacture of
female foundation garments, belts and sports attire, for
example. :

As shown in detail in FIG. 3, the ends of pad 5 are
gathered or folded laterally inwardly from each edge there-
of substantially the full width of the material from the
respective sides and then doubled back upon itself and
sewn or fastened in any convenient manner to the end of
its respective support strap 6. To cover the sewing
stitches or fastening means, binding tape 11 is placed
over the joint of the pad 5 and strap 6 and sewn or other-
wise fastened in place.

A cross-brace 9 is fastened at one of its ends to one
support strap 6 a desired distance between the pad 5 and
the free or attachment end thereof; the other end of cross-
brace 9 being fastened to the support strap 6 at the other
end of pad 5. Preferably, the length of cross-brace 9
is equal to the width of the average human head. The
purpose of the cross-brace 9 is to prevent lateral spread-
ing of the pad 5 and support straps 6, maintaining firm
support of the wearer’s head in the sidewise directions.

The support straps 6 can be fastened at any point to
the back of a standard chair or passenger seat 14 by means
of suitable fastening means such as a safety-pin 12. It
will be appreciated that snap fasteners or the like may be
used where the device is adopted as standard equipment
by a common carrier.

As best seen in FIG. 5, when straps 6 are fastened to
the seat back 14 with the chin pad 5 at the proper height
for the wearer, with the chin positioned in the bight of
the pad 5, the straps 6 extend angularly rearwardly, posi-
tioning the pad 5 more or less over the side of the face
and tend to gently pull the head into firm contact with
the seat back 14. Tt is found that the most comfortable
rest is obtained if the elastic straps are slightly in tension.

Thus installed and worn, normal movement of the
vehicle, i.e., acceleration, deceleration, pitch, bumps, etc.
will be absorbed without discomfort or appreciable dis-
turbance to the wearer.

Moreover, substantially all of the weight of the head
is removed from the neck, shoulder and back muscle en-
abling the wearer to enjoy prolonged and qualitative
repose during travel time.

1t will also be apparent that the foregoing device can
be sanitized or laundered as easily as linen and cotton
apparel without damage. '

While the device of my invention has been described
and iltustrated in detail, it is to be clearly understood that
this is by way of illustration and example only and is
not to be taken by way of limitation, the spirit and scope
of my invention being limited only by the terms of the
following claims.

I claim:

1. In combination with a seat having a back-rest, a
head support for a person occupying said seat comprising:
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(a) a chin support formed of an elongated flexible pad
of open mesh fabric material,

(b) elongated strap means joined with the ends of said
chin support and fastened at the free ends thereof to
said back-rest with said chin support -suspended
therefrom and assuming the shape of a U-shaped
loop, the chin of said person being supported in the
bight of said loop, said strap means gently biasing
said chin angularly upwardly and rearwardly urging
the back of the head into comfortably firm contact
with said back-rest whereby the weight of the head
is substantially removed from the neck, shoulder
and back muscles of the wearer.

2. The combination as recited in claim 1 and further
including a cross band joined at each end thereof to each
of said strap means at a point thereon adjacent to said pad.

3. The combination as recited in claim 2 wherein said
cross band is slightly shorter than the width of an average
head to be supported whereby the sides of said U-shaped
loop are gently urged against the sides of the head sup-
ported therein.

4. The combination as recited in claim 3 wherein said
cross band is fabricated of an elastic material.

5. In combination with a seat having a back-rest, a
head support for a person occupying said seat comprising

4

(a) a chin support formed of an elongated pad of
material,

(b) elongated strap means extending from each end of

said pad and fastened at the free ends thereof to said

5 back-rest with said chin support suspended there-
from and assuming the shape of a U-shaped loop,

the chin of said person being supported in the bight

of said loop, and

(c) a cross band joined at each end thereof to each of
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said strap means at a point thereon adjacent to said
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