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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, Jose PH. S. IDUN CAN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of 
Illinois, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Platens for Address 
Printers and the like, of which the follow ing is a specification. 
This invention relates to platens for 

printing machines and more particularly to 
a multi-faced platen, especially adapted for 
use with address printers, although obviously 
applicable to other printing machines where 
it is desirable to accomplish a result similar 
to that about to be described. 
Address printing devices generally carry, 

in addition to the name and address of an 
individual, the proper salutation to be used 
in filling in letters, as well as other data and 
classification marks which are to be printed 
on certain classes of matter. For example, in addressing an envelop, only the name and 
address of the individual should be printed: 
in filling in a letter, the salutation should 
also be printed; in printing certain kinds of 
statements, the name, address and certain 
additional data should be printed but the 
salutation omitted, and in printing an index 
card, which is usually attached to the print 
ing device, all of the information on the 
printing device should be printed. 
Address printers and similar machines, as 

previously constructed, have been generally 
provided with a single platen, so that it has 
been impossible to rapidly print at will va 
rious combinations of the items of informa 
tion appearing on a single printing device. 

It is the object of my invention to provide 
means, whereby a plurality of platens, which 
may present surfaces of varying area and 
relative position, may be used in connection 
with address printers and similar machines, 
the desired platen being selectively and 
quickly movable to operative position and 
the inoperative platens being so disposed as 
not to interfere with the operation of the 
machine. 
Other objects and advantages of my in 

vention will be apparent as it is better un 
derstood by reference to the following speci 

fication when read in connection with the 
accompanying drawing in which 

Figure 1 is a side elevation partially insec 
tion illustrating an address printer equipped 
With my improved platen; Fig. 2 is a hen 
larged longitudinal section on the line 2-2 
of Fig. 1: Fig. 3 is a section on the line 
8-3 of Fig. 2; Fig. 4 is a section on the 
line 4-4 of Fig. 2; Fig. 5 is a plan view of 
a printing device, showing the arrangement 
of the address and other information there 
on, and Figs. 6,7,8 and 9 are plan views of 
the separate faces of the platen, illustrating 
the manner of cutting the platen faces to 
present surfaces of varying area and rela 
tive position, particularly with reference to 
the printing device shown in Fig. 5, so that 
only the desired portions of the informa 
tion carried by the printing device will be printed. 

Referring to the drawing, 1 indicates the 
platen arm of an address printer which in 
the present instance is illustrated as pivot 
ally mounted at 2 on a base 3, it being un 
derstood, however, that this is merely illus 
trative and that the platen which forms the 
Subject-matter of my invention may be sup 
ported in any suitable manner. A bed 4 is 
illustrated which supports the printing de 
vice 5 beneath a ribbon 6, serving to transfer 
an impression from a printing device 5 to 
the impression-receiving material when the 
latter is disposed above the ribbon 6 and the 
platen is caused to descend and strike an 
impression-forming blow thereon. 
Secured in any suitable manner to the 

platen arm 1 is a supporting head 7, pro 
vided with oppositely disposed bearings. 8 
adapted to receive the ends of the shaft 9. 
The bearings 8 are semi-circular in form, as 
clearly shown in Fig. 3, and on either side 
thereof the head 7 is provided with guide 
members 10, so that the shaft may move out 
wardly from the bearings 8, but will be 
maintained in proper a linement therewith. 
Disposed within suitable openings 11 in the 
head 7 are a pair of springs 12, one end 13 
of each of which is disposed about the shaft 
9 while the other ends 14 are secured to'suit 
able members 15 seated in the ends of the 
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for the operator. 

2 

openings 11. The springs 12 are normally 
under tension and maintain the shaft 9 in 
close engagement with the bearings 8. 

Secured to the shaft 9 is a rectangular 
platen member 16, provided with a plural 
ity of resilient faces 17, preferably of rub 
ber, which may be cut, as will presently be 
described, to present surfaces of varying 
area and relative position. Secured to the 
end of the shaft 9 is a knurled button 9', 
whereby the shaft may be manually rotated, 
carrying with it the platen member 16. The 
frame 7 is provided with shoulders 19, which 
coöperate with the faces of the platen mem 
ber 16 to maintain it in proper relation to 
the frame and to take up the thrust when the 
platen is moved into printing position. The 
corners 20 of the platen member 16 are 
slightly rounded and act as cams to force 
the shaft 9 away from the bearings 8 when 
the shaft is rotated to place a new plater. 
face in operative position. Each side of the 
platen member 16, as illustrated in Fig. 2 of 
the drawing, is provided with two resilient 
faces, the shorter face 18 at the left of the 
figure being intended to coöperate with a 
Separate printing device (not shown) which 
may bear a date or other information. It 
is to be understood that this portion of the 
platen may be omitted if desired. 

Referring to Fig. 5 of the drawing, 21 
indicates a metal base adapted to receive a 
metal printing plate 22 having printing 
characters forced up from the body of the 
metal. The base 21 is also provided with 
means to retain a card 23 upon which has 
been printed the matter carried by the print 
ing plate 22 and which serves as an index 

The particular form of 
printing device described is one well-known 
in the art, and is illustrative merely of a 
class of printing devices of which there are 
many well-known forms. The printing de 
vice forms no part of my present invention 
but is illustrated in order that the operation 
of my improved platen may be clear. 
As will be noted from an inspection of 

Fig. 5 the printing device carries the name 
and address of an individual, the salutation, 
certain data illustrated in the upper left 
hand corner of the figure and the index 
reference X', shown at the right in the 
figure. To print all of the information car 
ried by the printing device a platen of full 
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size is required and hence one of the resilient 
faces of the platen member 16 may remain 
uncut, as shown at 17 in Fig. 6. To fill in 
a letter it is desirable to eliminate all of the 
matter other than the name, address and 
Salutation and hence another face of the 
platen member 16 is cut, as indicated at 17' 
in Fig. 7, the portions in dotted lines being 
removed. To print certain classes of notices 
it is desirable to print the name, address 

1,209,416 

and the information shown in the upper 
left hand corner of Fig. 5 but omitting the 
salutation and for this purpose one of the 
faces of the platen member 16 is cut as indi 
cated at 17' in Fig. 8, the portions outside 
the full lines being removed. Finally to 
print an envelop it is desirable to print only 
the name and address and one of the faces 17 
of the platen member. 16 is cut as indicated 
at 17' in Fig. 9. It will be seen, there 
fore, that by rotating the shaft 9 by means 
of the button 9’ it is possible to present 
platen faces having surfaces of varying 
area and relative position. This provides 
material advantages, since I am enabled to 
rapidly change the character of the platen 
to print selected portions of the matter on 
the printing device and hence a printing 
machine equipped with my platen has a 
much wider range of use than a machine pro 
vided with but a single platen and requir 
ing separate printing devices to print dif 
ferent classes of matter. The position of the 
data on the printing device may obviously 
be varied to meet the individual needs of 
the user and it is to be understood that the 
platen faces shown in Figs. 6 to 9 are illus 
trative merely and may be varied in accord 
ance with the character of the matter carried 
by the printing device. 

It will be apparent that various changes 
may be made in the form, construction and 
arrangement of the parts without departing 
from the spirit and scope of the invention, 
or sacrificing any of its material advantages, 
the 'föihn hereinbefore described being 
merely a preferred embodiment thereof. 
I claim: 
1. A platen for address printers and the 

like, comprising a rigid supporting head 
bearings therein, a shaft rotatably mounted 
on said bearings and movable with respect to 
said head, resilient means to maintain said 
shaft in engagement with said bearings, a 
member secured to said shaft and provided 
with a plurality of resilient faces, and means 
for rotating said shaft to selectively place 
one of said faces in operative position. 

2. A platen for address printers and the 
like, comprising a rigid supporting head, 
bearings therein, elongated guide members 
at either side of each of said bearings, a 
shaft rotatably mounted in said bearings 
and movable therefrom between said guide 
members, springs normally maintaining said 
shaft in engagement with said bearings, a 
member secured to said shaft and having a 
plurality of resilient faces, and means for 
rotating said shaft to selectively place one 
of said faces in operative position. 

3. A platen for address printers and the 
like, comprising a rigid supporting head, 
bearings therein, elongated guide members 
at either side of each of said bearings, a 
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shaft rotatably mounted in said bearings and 
movable therefrom between said guide mem 
bers, springs to normally maintain said shaft 
in engagement with said bearings, a rectan 

5 gular member secured to said shaft and hav 
ing a plurality of resilient faces, each 
'dapted to be so cut as to present surfaces 

of varying area and relative position, and 
means for rotating said shaft to selectively 
place one of said faces in operative posi 
tion. - - . 

JOSEPHS. IDUNCAN. Witness: 
M. A. KIDDI.E. 

  


