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To all tuhon, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, EUGENEBERNINGHAUS, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Cin 
cinnati, in the county of Hamilton and State 
of Ohio, have invented a new and useful Im 
provement in Packing-Boxes, which improve 
ment is fully set forth in the following speci 
fication and accompanying drawings, in 
which 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of one end of 

my improved packing box or hamper; Fig. 2, 
a detail view showing the manner of uniting 
the diagonal braces to the corners of the 
frame; Fig. 3, a detail showing the groove in 
the inner face of the frame-bars to admit the 
panel or inner lining of the box; Fig. 4, a de 
tail showing the manner of uniting the sev 
eralframe-sections, and Fig. 5 a view of a sec 
tion of a slat-and-wire fabric adapted for the 
panels or inner lining of the box. 
My invention pertains to improvements in 

the construction of boxes or hampers of the 
class generally employed for packing and 
transporting certain classes of merchandise, 
and my purpose is to combine economy in the 
cost of construction With lightness, strength, 
and durability. 
The essential features of the device consist 

in making the ends, sides, top, and bottom of 
the package primarily in the form of skeleton 
frames of any desired dimension, which are 
reinforced by diagonal braces and backed by 
a suitable light and thin material, forming the 
inner lining of the package. These sections 
are laid one upon another, forming compact 
bundles for storage or shipment to consumers, 
who can readily unite them when desired. 
The peculiar advantages of the device will 

be readily perceived by referring to the ac 
companying drawings. 

Fig. 1 represents an end section of the box, 
consisting of a rectangular frame composed 
of bars 2, having mitered ends suitably gained 
at their junction to admit the diagonal braces 
3, Whose extremities are fastened to the ad 
joining ends of the bars by nails or other suit 
able means. It Will be understood that the 
side, top, and bottom frames are constructed 
in a similar manner. The inner faces of the 

bars 2 are provided with grooves 4 to engage 
the edges of a panel 5, of light veneer or other 
thin material, which may be made addition 
ally secure by nailingitatintervals to the in 
ner sides of the braces. 

If it be desired to utilize the boxes for fruits, 
vegetables, or other merchandise requiring 
ventilation, the panels may be suitably per 
forated to permit a free admission of air or 
they may preferably be made of a fabric Com 
posed of slats and wire, as shown in Fig. 5. 

It will be understood that in constructing 
these packages the end and side frames are 
first united. The top and bottom sections or 
frames are wider, so that they extend over the 
side sections, as shown in Fig. 4. It Will be 
evident that by this arrangement all the nails 
which fasten the sections together pass trans 
versely through the grain of the Wood and are 
therefore less liable to be drawn out by rough 
handling of the packages while in transit. It 
is also evident that the sections may be united 
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by screws or other means, so that they may 
be “knocked down’ if desired and returned 
to the shipper of the merchandise; but in View 
of the very moderate first cost at which they 
may be produced it is not presumed that the 
“knockdown' form will be demanded. 
What I claim as new is 
In a packing box, the combination with the 

side frames consisting of vertical and horizon 
talbars grooved on their inner sides and mi 
tered at their ends and the diagonal bars, rab 
beted or mitered and seating in the mitered 
ends of the said bars, and the bolts, for secur 
ing them thereto, of the top and bottom frames 
bolted to said side frames, formed with grooves 
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in their inner sides, and with miters at the 
ends, the diagonalbars having rabbeted ends, 
fitting in said miters and secured thereto by 
bolts and the veneers fitting in the grooves in 
said frames, substantially as described. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 

have hereunto set my hand, this 11th day of 
February, 1895, in the presence of witnesses. 

EUGENE BERNINGHAUS. 
Witnesses: 

LOUISA. IRETON, 
FYFFE CHAMBERS. 


