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To all whom it may concern : o :

Be it known that I, Joux W. Crarr, a -
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of the city of Yonkers, in the county. of
Westchester and State of New York, United
States of America, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in .Portable
Hat-Racks, of which- the following is a
specification. :

My invention relates to improvements in
hat racks such as are used in hat shops dur-
ing the process of manufacturing for the
purpose of transporting the hats from place

- to place.
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My object is to provide a simple device
for this purpose which is so arranged that

- the hats therein may be locked in place so
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that they cannot fall out. )
I will describe my invention in the fol-

lowing specification and point out the novel |

features thereof in the appended claims.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
perspective view of a hat rack of this char-
acter embodying my invention. Fig. 2 is an
end elevation of the same device. In Fig.
8 a modified form of a part of the locking
mechanism is shown in end elevation with
a-part of the frame. '

Like characters of reference designate
corresponding parts in all of the figures.

‘10 designates a frame which comprises a
pair of longitudinal strips 11 at ‘the base,
and a pair of similar strips 12 on the top,
connected together by a plurality of up-
rights 13, 13 at their ends -and at inter-
mediate stations. The end uprights are also
connected by diagonal braces 14 and 15.
Under the bottom are short transverse
boards 16 and across the top are cleats 17,
Tastened respectively to the strips 11 and 12.
The boards 16 form a base for the: frame

and these are preferably provided with me-

tallic shoes 18 to facilitate sliding the de-
vice over the floor.

Running longitudinally across the up-
rights 13 are fixed rods 19, 19. The struc-
ture described is a rack which forms a-
plurality of spaces,—in the specific form
shown in the drawings twelve,—into which:
hats in various conditions of manufacture
are to be placed in an inverted position.
Racks of this general form and construction
are well known and are in common use, but
as these racks are subjected to rough usage,
the hats become dislodged easily, resulting

in their becoming mixed up and often

damaged.  To overcome this difficulty, I

- have invented the arrangement which is

shown 'in ‘the drawings and which I will

'now describe. Between the rear uprights

are rotatable rods 20, 20 from each of which
project a plurality of pegs or fingers 21, at
about the center of each hat compartment.
At one end of each of these rotatable rods
is affixed a lever 22. The outer ends of these

‘levers are pivotally connected with an up-

right actuating rod 23.

23* is a link which connects this rod with
a vertically slidable block 94. This block
is guided 1n a groove in a board 25 which
is- affixed to the end uprights 13. This

-board and the groove therein are preferably
-reinforced by a piece of sheet metal, not

shown. ]
Projecting up vertically from the sides of
the block 24 are a pair of flat metallic

springs 26, 26 which have a tendency to
~spread apart.

The upper ends of these
springs are bent outward as at 27, to form
projections which are arranged to engage
in notches 28 at the upper end of the guid-
ing groove. Another pair of similar notches

28" are provided lower down on the guid-

Ing groove. 29 designates finger pieces pro-
jecting upwardly from the springs 26 by

means of which the locking mechanism is
manipulated.

The operation of this device is as fol-
lows:—The compartments, or a desired num-
ber of them, are filled with partially or
fully completed hats, in inverted position.

One of these is shown in dotted lines at A

in Fig. 2. They then rest upon the rods 19
and upon wires 30 which run between the
fixed rods 19 in the front and the rotatable
rods 20 in the rear of the frame. The finger
pieces are grasped and squeezed together
to release the projections ‘27 from the
notches 28 and by them the block 24 is
pushed downward until the projections 27

are opposite the notches 28* into which they

will spring when the hand is removed from
the finger pieces. This movement of the
block 24 will move the actuating rod 23
downward, which through its connections

‘with the rods 20 will cause them all to have

a partial rotation. Thus all of the fingers
or pegs 21 will be moved downward into
the position in which one of them is shown
at 21* inside of the hats. 'When the locking
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mechanism has thus been actuated to move-

the pegs 21 into their new positions the hats
cannot be removed from the frame.

It is to be noted that the engagement of
the projections 27 with the notches 28* se-
curely locks the parts in their new relative
positions. They will not be unlocked by
any knocks to which the device may be sub-
jected. In fact, they can only be released
by again squeezing the finger pieces 29 to-
gether and then ralsing the sliding block 24
to bring the pegs 21 back to their original
positions. Then the hats may be released
at will. No parts of the locking mecha-
nism projects beyond the frame so that such
frames may be piled up together when not
in use.

In Fig. 3 another form of actuating mech-
anism for the locking pegs is shown. In
this case 31 is a gear with which racks 32
and 33 engage. The forward ends of these
racks project from the forward part of the
frame 10 and form push-buttons by means
of which the gear may be rotated in one di-
rection or the other. From one side of the
gear a slotted lever 34 extends across one
side of the actuating rod 23. 35 is a pin
on this rod which projects through the slot
in lever 34¢. By this arrangement the rota-
table rods 20 and the pegs which project
therefrom may be moved into positions to
lock or to release the hats in the manner pre-
viously desecribed.

T have designed and described this device
as a portable hat rack, but the novel features
thereof are also applicable to stationary
racks. Of course, the shape and construc-
tion of the frame itself may be varied, as
this part of the structure is not a part of
the present invention. I have illustrated
more than one form of actuating mechanism
for the locking device, to show that I do not
limit myself to any specific arrangement for
accomplishing the result.

What T claim is—

1. In a bhat rack, a frame forming a plu-
rality of compartments each adapted to re-
ceive a hat, a plurality of rods running
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across said compartments, holding pegs pro-
jecting from said rods within each compart-
ment, and an actuating mechanism arranged
to simultaneously rotate said rods to move
the pegs into positions to hold the hats
within the compartments; said actuating
mechanism comprising a slidable block op-
eratively connected to said rods, manual
means for moving said block, and means for

locking the block at the ends of its path of

movement.

9. In a hat rack, a frame forming a plu-
rality of compartments each adapted to re-
ceive a hat, a plurality of rods running
across said compartments, holding pegs pro-
jecting from said rods within each compart-
ment, and an actuating mechanism arranged
to simultaneously rotate said rods to move
the pegs into positions to hold the hats
within the compartments; said actuating
mechanism comprising a vertically slidable
block operatively connected to said rods, a
track therefor provided with notches, and a
spring catch affixed to the block and ar-
ranged to engage with said notches.

3. In a hat rack, a frame forming a plu-
rality of compartments open at the front of
the frame each adapted to receive a hat, a
plurality of rods running transversely across
the back of said compartments, holding pegs
projecting from said rods within each com-
partment, and an actuating mechanism ar-
ranged to simultaneously rotate said rods to
move the pegs into positions inside of the
hats within the compartments; said actu-
ating mechanism comprising a vertically
slidable block operatively connected to said
rods, a track therefor provided swith notches,
a pair of springs affixed to the block and ar-
ranged to engage with said notches, and fin-
ger pieces projecting from said springs.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

: JOHN W. CRAFT.

Witnesses:

Hazgry J: SyirH,
Axnie Lage.

Coples of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, C.”
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