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The characteristic of the invention is the provision at
the back of the garment of a cuff which permits the
wearer to bend and otherwise move the body in various
positions without disturbing the position of the girdle on
the body. It eliminates one major fauli of conventional
girdles; namely, that they ride up when the wearer’s body
is moved. :

The invention will be described with reference to th
accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a plan view of an embodiment of the girdle
looking at the front thereof;

FIG. 2 is a plan view of the girdle looking at the back
thereof, the “cuff” underlying elastic net being slightly
exposed, as by stretching the cuff in upward direction;

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary view at the underface of the
girdle back, and illustrating the manner in which the cuff
elements are seamed in position and reinforced.

Referring to the drawings, I have shown in FIG. 1 a
suitable type of girdle to which the invention may be
applied to the figure exposing the front 1 of said em-
bodiment.

In FIG. 2, there is shown the back 2 of the girdle. The
back and front elements may be made of a plurality of
pieces of elastic material, or the garment may be made
of a single piece vertically joined at its front, as indicated
at 3, FIG. 1.

At the back of the girdle, it is formed with a slit
below a relatively broad waistband area 4, which slit is
bridged on the inner side of said girdle back by a band
of elastic material, preferably net, and shown at 5. It
is preferred that normally, the elastic band 8 be com-
pletely, or substantially, concealed by the outer material
of the girdle back. For better illustration, however, up-
ward stretch has been given to band 4, in order that the
elastic net 5 may be better shown in FIG. 1, and also in
FIG. 3.

The back band 4 is of heavier construction than that
of the main body of the girdle back, and hence in the
present embodiment is two ply, preferably with a light
series of woven ribs carried by the inner ply 4%, and is
carried at FIG. 6. The girdle body 2, at the base of the
slit 5, is preferably of two ply at the area 7, at which
zigzag stitching is shown.

Inwardly covering the slit at 5 is an elastic band 8,
which in the present embodiment is made of elastic net.
It is scamed along the lines indicated at 9, FIG, 1 and
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FIG. 3, to the inner ply of 4% of waistband 4, and to the
reinforced strip 10 underlying the slit,

On the inner-face of the garment, at its back, the end
arcas of the slit and the ends of elastic band 8, are rein-
forced by tapes indicated at 11, FIG. 1, one of the tapes
being shown in FIG. 3. The top inner margin of the
girdie front may be reinforced by a soft fabric band, on
an arca shown at 2 in FIG. 3, the lower edge being in-
dicated at 12, FIG. 1, but inasmuch as band 12 is con-
ventional -and forms no part of the invention, it is not
shown in detail.

When the girdle is worn, back band 4 will hug the
waist, and in the movements of the wearer, particularly in
bending, stresses upon the back band will not affect the
area below it, because the elastic band § is capable of
stretching to a great degree, at least double its width,
or substantially so.

Having described my invention, what I claim and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is as follows:

1. A girdle comprising a front structure, and a back
structure which includes a relatively wide waistband mem-
ber extending across the back of the girdle, a slit being
formed in the back structure and extending the greater
length of the waistband member immediately below the
same, longitudinal edges of the waistband member and
the back structure below the slit normally being approxi-
mately in abutment, means reinforcing the said back
structure underlying and along said slit, a relatively
wide elastic band at the inner-face of said back structure
and extending to said last named reinforcing means and
also extending upwardly across said slit in the back struc-
ture, means securing the longitudinal margins of said
relatively wide elastic band to said waistband member
and to said back structure reinforcing means below the
slit, and means securing the ends of said elastic band to
the girdle and effecting reinforcement of said elastic band
ends.

2. A girdle in accordance with structure of claim 1 in
which the back and front of the girdle compsise a single
piece of elastic fabric, joined at the front of the girdle,
a front insert for the girdle forming part of said juncture,
said insert having vertical stretch but being resistant to
lateral stretch, each side area of the girdle at the median
line, between its front and back areas, being vertically
slit from the top of the girdle to a point substantially
below elastic insert band which bridges the slit at the back
of the girdle, and reinforcing vertical tapes bridging said
slits and being seamed to the fabric opposite said slits.
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