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Patented Sept. 12, 1950 2,522,296 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,522,296 . . . . 

ADJUSTABLE FOLDING TABLE. 
Ernest A. overstedt, Detroit, Mich. 

Application June 7, 1947, Serial No. 753,264 
' ' ', 1 Claim. (C. 311-80). 

1. 
The invention pertains to an adjustable table 

and more particularly, to a portable table, which 
can be conveniently folded or set up and tilted 
at Various angles for use by artists, draftsmen, 
for display and other purposes, and which is an 
improvement over that disclosed in my prior 
U. S. Patent No. 1524,630 issued Jan. 27, 1925. 

It is an object of my invention to provide a 
COmpact light weight table, of Simple construc 
tion, which can be quickly and conveniently 
folded for transportation or set up for use. 

It is also an object of my invention to provide 
an adjustable tilting table. Which can be con 
veniently adjusted to tilt at any angular position, 
as desired, for use as a drafting table, an artist's 
desk, as a display device, or for like purposes, 
and which is firmly or rigidly supported in any 
such tilted position. 

It is a further object of my invention to pro 
vide such an adjustable tilting table which pro 
vides convenient knee space for the artists, drafts 
men or other users of the table. . . . . . . . . . . 
Further objects and advantages are within the 

scope of my invention, such as relate to the ar 
rangement, operation and function of the relat 
ed elements of the structure, to various details 
of construction and to combinations of parts, ele 
ments per se, and to economies of manufacture 
and numerous other features, as Will be apparent 
from a consideration of the specification in Con 
junction with the drawing disclosing specific emi 
bodiments of the invention, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view showing the 
adjustable table set up and various tilted po 
sitions of the table top being shown dotted; 

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the table set up and 
a portion of the top being broken away; 

Fig. 3 is a front view of the table; 
Fig. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary rear view 

showing the tilting support means; 
Fig. 5 is a plan view showing the table top and 

the support member turned adjacent one of the 
leg sections, and in dotted lines representing the 
other leg section folded adjacent thereto, as for 
transportation; and w 

Fig. 6 is an enlarged fragmentary rear view 
showing a different embodiment of tilting sup 
port means. 

Referring more Specifically to Figs. 1 through 
5 of the drawing, it will be seen that tWotable 
leg sections A and B are provided to support my 
adjustable table and that each of these sec 
tions comprises a vertical front table leg f and 
a vertical rear table leg 3. These two legs are 
Secured together, in a Spaced relation, by means 
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of a lower cross-piece 5 extending horizontally 
between the legs; at a lower position and an 
upper-horizontal cross-piece-T extending across 
and secured on the tops, or upper ends, of the 
table: legs. The ends, of the lower cross-piece 
may be secured to the two legs ff and 13, as by 
Wood screws: 9, and these legs are preferably. 
provided with shallow mortices. 2 to facilitate 
assembly and to provide a more rigid joint with 
the lower cross-piece...The upper cross-piece 7 
is Secured firmly, upon the upper ends of the legs, 
as by counter-sunk wood screws 23, 
The two stable: leg sections A and B are piv 

otally, secured together, along the rear legs, as 
by butt hinges 25-secured across the rear sides 
of the: rear legs, and the sections can be quickly 
folded together...as shown dotted in Fig. 5, for 
transportation or storage, or opened to provide 
a rigid stand of a V-formation. 
A front; tables support member 27 is provided 

which is: pivotally secured at one end on top of 
the extended front end of the top cross-piece on. 
leg section A, as by a bolt 29 passing therethrough 
to a wing nut 3? on the bottom. This table sup 
port member 27 is turned over the front end 
of the other section B and a bolt 33 carried by it 
passes into a slot 35 in the extended front end 
of the top cross-piece T on this other section B, 
where it is secured by a wing nut 37 easily turned 
on the lower end of the bolt. This front table 
support member 27 is of Substantial Width and 
it is of a trough-like cross-section, as may be 
seen in Fig. 1, to provide a tray for pens, pen 
cils, brushes, crayons or other tools or supplies 
for artists, draftsmen or like artisans. The table 
top 39 to be tiltably supported is pivotally at 
tached along the rear edge of this front Sup 
port member 27, as by hinges 4, and this table 
top may be a suitable board provided with a con 
ventional parallel moving straight edge 43 so that 
the table may be used as a drafting table, as 
Well as for other purposes. 
The table top. 39 is adjustably supported by a 

tilting bar 45 which is pivotally connected to the 
underside of the rear portion of the top, as by 
a hinge 47, and it extends down along the rear 
side of the rear table legs. The two top croSS 
pieces have extensions 49 projecting to the rear 
of the rear legs and So cut as to provide a space 
or slot 5 through which the tilting bar passes. 
As may be seen more clearly in Fig. 4, these rear 
extensions 49 are provided with aligned holes 53 
into which a pin. 55 may be easily passed to se 
cure the tilting bar in any selected position by 
utilizing any one of a plurality of pin receiving 
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holes 57 provided in this bar. Fig.6 shows an 
alternative arrangement which avoids the neces 
sity of pulling out and reinserting a pin in var 
ious holes. This is accomplished by providing 
the holes 57 in the tilting bar with individual 
pins 59, permanently installed therein. The rear 
extensions 49 are then provided with open grooves 
6 in the upper surfaces for receiving the ends 
of any selected one of the pins 59 seated there 
in. In this manner the table inclination may be 
quickly and conveniently adjusted to tilt at war 
ious angles to suit its utilization for various pur 
poses such as for drafting, drawing, painting or 
display purposes. The distance of the rear legs 
to the rear of the front legs remains constant 
in all tilted positions of the table, and it is suf 
ficient to firmly and rigidly support the table in 
all such positions. The Space under the table 
and between the two front table legs is com 
modious and ample for the knees of the user 
of the table who may be seated upon an ordi 
nary chair pulled up to the front of the table, 
To fold the table, as for transportation or 

Storage, it is only necessary to unlatch the rear 
tilting bar and loosen the wing nut 37 on the 
bolt 33 in the right hand end of the front table 
support member. The bolt 33 is then conven 
iently removed from the slot 35 in the front end 
of the right-hand top cross-piece. 
support member 27 is then turned counter-clock 
wise until it is over the top of and parallel to 
the upper cross-piece, of leg section A, as shown 
in Fig. 5, and the table top 39 is then dropped 
down along the side of the left hand leg section 
A. The right hand leg Section B is then turned to 
a position adjacent to and side-by-side with the 
left-hand leg section A, as represented by dotted 
lines in Fig. 5. In this compact folded condition, 
the table may be very conveniently transported 
or stored. 

It will be seen that I have provided an adjust 
able table of a simple light-weight structure 
which may be very conveniently folded or set up, 
which may be quickly and conveniently adjusted 
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to tilt at various angular positions, which is 
firmly supported in any tilted position, which 
provides a convenient tray for pencils, pens, etc., 
and which affords ample knee space for the user. 

It is apparent that Within the Scope of my in 
vention modifications and different arrangements 
may be made other than herein disclosed, and 
the present disclosure is illustrative merely, the 
invention comprehending various thereof. 
What is claimed as the invention is: 
In an adjustable folding Work table compris 

ing a pair of Supporting leg sections hinged to 
gether at the rear, each containing front and 
rear legs and forwardly-extending cross-pieces 
connecting the legs, the combination of a table 
support member resting upon the two forwardly 
extending cross-pieces at the front and detach 
ably mounted at each end upon vertical pivots 
extending up from the two cross-pieces so as 
to turn upon either cross-piece, the table-Sup 
port member being troughed, a table top being 
hinged along the rear side of the table-support 
member to SWing in a half-circle back of its 
support, Whereby the table-support member forms 
a horizontal receptacle in any position of the 
table top. 
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