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(57) ABSTRACT 
The temperature regulating apparatus for a laboratory 
reaction vessel arrangement, comprises a reaction ves 
sel and a thermal chamber for a fluid heat exchange 
medium which at least partially surrounds the reaction 
vessel. A jacketing vessel is provided with at least one 
inlet aperture for said fluid heat exchange medium and 
at least partially surrounds the thermal chamber. The at 
least one inlet aperture is arranged to extend through 
the jacketing vessel and into the thermal chamber, and 
a nozzle is arranged in a region of the at least one inlet 
aperture. This nozzle has an outlet orifice and is ar 
ranged in the region of the at least one inlet aperture 
such that the fluid heat exchange medium flows 
through the nozzle and out of the outlet orifice and such 
that the fluid heat exchange medium flowing out of the 
outlet orifice subsequently flows into said thermal 
chamber. 

3 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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1. 

TEMPERATURE REGULATINGAPPARATUS FOR 
A LABORATORY REACTION VESSEL 

ARRANGEMENT 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

This application is a divisional application of my 
copending U.S. patent application Ser. No. 06/769,453, 
filed Aug. 26, 1985 and entitled: "TEMPERATURE 
REGULATING DEVICE FOR A LABORATORY 
REACTION VESSEL ARRANGEMENT'. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention broadly relates to chemical 
reaction technology and, more specifically, pertains to a 
new and improved apparatus for tempering or regulat 
ing the temperature of a laboratory reaction vessel ar 
rangement. 
Generally speaking, the apparatus of the present in 

vention is of the type intended for a laboratory reaction 
vessel arrangement. The laboratory reaction vessel ar 
rangement has a thermal chamber through which a fluid 
tempering medium or fluid heat transfer medium for 
transporting thermal energy is conducted. 

Laboratory reaction vessels or laboratory chemical 
reactors are vessels made of glass, plastic or metal in 
which chemical reactions are carried out under prede 
termined conditions. An important one of these condi 
tions is the temperature. In process or reaction technol 
ogy, temperature control or regulation plays a very 
great role. Multiple requirements are placed on static 
temperature conditions, dynamic temperature condi 
tions, or both. For instance, it may be required to stabi 
lize a temperature within very narrow tolerances or it 
may be required to precisely temporally vary tempera 
ture (heating or cooling). 
The temporally dependent control of temperature 

can be generally classified according to three groups of 
requirements: 

1. slow to very slow control of temperature in rela 
tion to time; 

2. control of temperature at rates ranging between 
pronouncedly slow and pronouncedly rapid in relation 
to time; and 

3. rapid to very rapid control of temperature in rela 
tion to time. 
The second group of temperature control listed 

above is the least demanding and probably the most 
frequently occurring procedure, while the temperature 
control of the other two groups 1 and 3 must be desig 
nated as problems of process technology ranked as 
more demanding to nearly insoluble. The problem of 
gradual cooling is, for example, known from the fabri 
cation of concave mirrors in which the formation of 
temperature gradients within the material being pro 
cessed must be avoided or minimized as far as possible. 
The opposite case arises when energy is to be supplied 
to or withdrawn from a material to be processed, for 
instance a fluid medium, as rapidly as possible. 
The present invention is concerned with the problem 

of rapid temperature changes or variations mentioned in 
the third group of problem areas. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Therefore, with the foregoing in mind, it is a primary 
object of the present invention to provide a new and 
improved apparatus for tempering or regulating the 
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2 
temperature of a laboratory reaction vessel arrange 
ment which does not exhibit the aforementioned draw 
backs and shortcomings of the prior art constructions. 
Another and more specific object of the present in 

vention aims at providing a new and improved appara 
tus of the previously mentioned type for tempering or 
regulating the temperature of a laboratory reaction 
vessel arrangement which permit tempering or regulat 
ing the temperature of a reaction vessel rapidly and 
precisely with a high temperature rise and drop. 
Yet a further significant object of the present inven 

tion aims at providing a new and improved construction 
of an apparatus of the character described for tempering 
or regulating the temperature of a laboratory reaction 
vessel arrangement which is relatively simple in con 
struction and design, extremely economical to manufac 
ture, highly reliable in operation, not readily subject to 
breakdown or malfunction and requires a minimum of 
maintenance and servicing. 
Now in order implement these and still further ob 

jects of the invention, which will become more readily 
apparent as the description proceeds, the apparatus of 
the present invention is manifested by the features that 
it comprises a thermal chamber for a fluid tempering 
medium or fluid heat transfer medium, which at least 
partially surrounds a reaction vessel of the laboratory 
reaction vessel arrangement, a jacketing vessel which at 
least partially surrounds the thermal chamber, at least 
one inlet aperture for the fluid tempering medium or 
fluid heat transfer medium arranged to extend through 
the jacketing vessel and into the thermal chamber. A 
nozzle is arranged in the region of the aperture, the 
nozzle having an outlet orifice, and the nozzle being 
arranged in said region of the aperture such that the 
fluid tempering medium or fluid heat transfer medium 
flows through the nozzle and out of the outlet orifice. 
The nozzle is also arranged such that the fluid temper 
ing medium or fluid heat transfer medium flowing out 
of the outlet orifice subsequently flows into the thermal 
chamber. 
The apparatus of the present invention may be fur 

ther manifested by the features that it may comprise a 
source of thermal energy, a sink for thermal energy 
arranged in parallel with the source, a T-junction con 
nected in series with the source and in series with the 
sink, a mixing device connected in series with the T 
junction, a thermal chamber for a fluid tempering me 
dium or fluid heat transfer medium which at least par 
tially surrounds the reaction vessel, an inlet aperture for 
admitting the fluid tempering medium or fluid heat 
transfer medium into the thermal chamber, a nozzle 
situated in the inlet aperture, and the source, the sink, 
the T-junction and the mixing device being arranged 
before or ahead of i.e. upstream of the nozzle. 
The method aspects of the present invention are man 

ifested by the features that they comprise the steps of 
introducing the fluid tempering medium or fluid heat 
transfer medium as an essentially finely turbulent flow 
into a thermal chamber of a jacketing vessel at least 
partially surrounding a reaction vessel of the laboratory 
reaction vessel arrangement. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention will be better understood and objects 
other than those set forth above, will become apparent 
when consideration is given to the following detailed 
description thereof. Such description makes reference 
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to the annexed drawings wherein throughout the vari 
ous figures of the drawings there have been generally 
used the same reference characters to denote the same 
or analogous components and wherein: 

FIG. 1 schematically shows a laboratory reaction 
vessel with a circulation system for a fluid heat transfer 
medium; 
FIG. 2 schematically shows a sectional plan view of 

the laboratory reaction vessel of FIG. 1 with an inlet for 
the fluid heat transfer medium; and 
FIG. 2a schematically shows a further embodiment 

of a nozzle for adjusting an inlet flow angle of the fluid 
heat transfer medium. 

DETALED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Adiabatic heat exchange between materials or solid 
bodies always takes place spontaneously from bodies of 
higher temperature to bodies of lower temperature 
principally by three mechanisms of heat dissipation: 20 
heat convection, heat conduction and heat radiation. 
According to the material of the reaction vessel, e.g. 
metal as thermal conductor and glass as thermal insula 
tor, the prevalent mechanisms of heat dissipation vary 
in importance. It can always be assumed that all three 
types of dissipation act simultaneously. 
The laboratory reaction vessel arrangement provided 

with the apparatus for tempering, moderating or regu 
lating the temperature of a reaction vessel or chemical 
reactor according to the present invention exploits the 30 
heat convection of a tempered fluid or fluid tempering 
medium or fluid heat transfer or exchange medium 
(which is cold or warm in relation to the content of the 
reaction vessel or reactor) as well as heat conduction 
through the walls of the reaction vessel or reactor into 
the contents of the reaction vessel or reactor for heat 
transfer or exchange. The degree of practically exploit 
able thermal radiation is of subordinate importance. 

Describing now the drawings, it is to be understood 
that to simplify the showing thereof only enough of the 40 
structure of the apparatus for tempering, moderating or 
regulating the temperature of a laboratory reaction 
vessel arrangement has been illustrated therein as is 
needed to enable one skilled in the art to readily under 
stand the underlying principles and concepts of this 
invention. Turning now specifically to FIG. 1 of the 
drawings, the apparatus illustrated therein by way of 
example and not limitation and employed to realize the 
method as hereinbefore described will be seen to com 
prise a closed circulation circuit for a fluid tempering 50 
medium or fluid heat transfer or exchange medium and 
a laboratory reaction vessel arrangement or chemical 
reactor 25. A reaction vessel 53 thereof has on its upper 
side various not particularly referenced apertures or 
openings for supplying, for instance, educts or reactants 
of the reaction to be performed and also has on its un 
derside an outlet provided with a valve 26 for the reac 
tion products. 
The educts or reactants are supplied through the 

apertures in the cover of the reaction vessel 53 of the 60 
reactor and the reaction product is removed either by a 
probe or syphon or the like extending to the floor of the 
reaction vessel 53 or else through the opening provided 
with the valve 26 located in the bottom of the reaction 
vessel 53. In the latter case, the outlet is arranged at the 65 
lowest point of the bottom or floor of the reaction ves 
sel 53 and is obturatable by the valve 26. Measuring 
instruments, such as a pH-meter 21, a temperature sen 

O 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

4 
sor 24 and the like extend through the not particularly 
referenced apertures provided in the cover and into the 
reaction space or chamber of the reaction vessel 53. An 
agitator or stirring mechanism 22 is centrally conducted 
through the cover and rotatably journaled therein, as 
can be seen from FIG. 1. 
The tempering apparatus or apparatus for moderating 

or regulating the temperature of the laboratory reaction 
vessel arrangement 25 according to the invention can be 
controlled or regulated in relation to the values mea 
sured by one or more of these measuring instruments or 
sensors, but can also be controlled or regulated in rela 
tion to elements determining other process parameters. 
This laboratory reaction vessel arrangement or chemi 
cal reactor 25 comprises a jacketing vessel 50 in which 
the reaction vessel 53 is at least partially immersed. The 
reaction vessel 53 forms conjointly with the jacketing 
vessel 50 an annular or ring-shaped thermal chamber 52 
for the tempering fluid or fluid heat transfer or ex 
change medium. The tempering fluid or fluid heat trans 
fer or exchange medium is introduced into the thermal 
chamber 52 through an aperture or opening arranged 
laterally in the lower portion of the jacketing vessel 50 
and is conducted out again through an overflow aper 
ture or opening 100 defining an outlet or outlet port 
provided laterally in the upper portion of the jacketing 
vessel 50. 
The tempering fluid or fluid heat transfer or exchange 

medium flows, as illustrated in FIG. 1, through a circuit 
in which a source 32 of thermal energy or a sink 34 for 
thermal energy or both are included. The source 32 has 
a first inlet 32' and the sink 34 a second inlet 34'. The 
source 32 and the sink 34 are connected in parallel and 
the tempering fluid or fluid heat transfer or exchange 
medium conducted back from the laboratory reaction 
vessel arrangement 25 can either be conducted through 
both the source 32 and the sink 34 simultaneously in 
partial currents or flows or else can be conducted exclu 
sively through either the source 32 of thermal energy or 
the sink 34 for thermal energy. 
The thermally differently loaded partial fluid cur 

rents or flows are reunited again in a T-junction 23 and 
homogenized. A static mixer or mixing device 36 is 
provided for this homogenizing process. The static 
mixer 36 intermixes or blends the mass flows or currents 
transporting the thermal energy to a high degree with 
out failure-prone technical expenditure. 

Describing the tempering or temperature regulating 
circuit according to FIG. 1 beginning with an expansion 
vessel or chamber 13, the tempering fluid or fluid heat 
transfer or exchange medium flows through a filter 27 
into a volumetric pump 28 and is driven by this volu 
metric pump 28 into a controlled distributor or mixing 
valve 31, such as a multiple-way valve. At this location 
the fluid flow or current is divided into partial flows or 
currents according to a comparison of actual tempera 
ture with a reference or set temperature and is appropri 
ately distributed through the source of thermal energy 
32, 33 and the sink for thermal energy 34. Alternatively, 
the fluid flow or current can be exclusively conducted 
as a main flow or current through either the source of 
thermal energy 32, 33 alone or the sink for thermal 
energy 34 alone. 
The source of thermal energy 32, 33 may be, for 

instance, a circulation heater or heat exchanger having 
a heating element 32 and a switch 33 controlling the 
heating element 32. The temperature sink or sink for 
thermal energy may be a cold reservoir (heat sink) real 
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ized in the form of a heat exchanger 34 connected into 
a refrigeration circuit. 
The distributed partial currents or flows are reunited 

in the T-junction 23 before entering the static mixer 36 
and are subsequently homogenized in the static mixer 
36. This static mixer 36 permits an unproblematic ho 
mogenization of the various temperature zones in the 
tempering fluid or fluid heat transfer or exchange me 
dium to a fluid flow or current of the desired tempera 
ture which is free of temperature anomalies. 

In order to permit a limited mobility of the laboratory 
reaction vessel arrangement or chemical reactor 25 for 
various kinds of manipulation, both the inlet or inlet 
port 68 and the outlet or outlet port 100 of the fluid 
circuit are connected to flexible or resilient conduit 
members 15 and 15', respectively. The temperature of 
the tempering fluid or fluid heat transfer or exchange 
medium flowing into the laboratory reaction vessel 
arrangement 25 and flowing out again after surrender 
ing or absorbing thermal energy is, in this illustrative 
example, measured by thermal sensors 17 and 37 at two 
locations at the inlet or inlet port 68 to and the outlet or 
outlet port 100 from the thermal chamber 52 and the 
temperature difference is evaluated. It is also possible to 
measure the temperature exclusively at the inlet or inlet 
port 68 to or at the outlet or outlet port 100 from the 
thermal chamber 52 and to evaluate a temperature dif 

...ference in relation to a reference or set temperature. 
The tempering fluid or fluid heat transfer or exchange 
medium flowing out of the thermal chamber 52 passes 
from the outlet port 100 through the second flexible or 
resilient conduit member 15' back into the expansion 
chamber or vessel 13. 

Entrance of the fluid heat transfer or exchange me 
dium into the annular thermal chamber 52 is through a 
nozzle 38. This arrangement has the following purpose: 
The homogeneous temperature field of the flowing 

fluid tends to form layers at boundaries of the fluid 
adjacent bodies of a different temperature. These layers 
display strong temperature gradients in a direction or 

...: thogonal to the fluid boundaries, since at initiation of a 
partial laminar flow the individual fluid layers have or 
can have an insulative effect according to the specific 
heat, the thermal capacity and the thermal conductivity 
of the fluid. With temperature profile flanks of usual 
steepness, the reduction of the thermal conductivity by 
such fluid layering is normally negligible. However, as 
soon as a rapid exchange of energy is required, the arisal 
of such fluid temperature layerings cannot be tolerated. 
Yet in order to achieve the necessary, relatively rapid, 
uniform flow through the laboratory reaction vessel 
arrangement 25, which requires a substantially tangen 
tial inflow of the tempering fluid or fluid heat transfer 
or exchange medium into the annular thermal chamber 
52 which, in turn, promotes lamination of the flow, the 
present invention is based on the concept of providing a 
unidirectional turbulent flow of the tempering fluid or 
fluid heat transfer or exchange medium in order to 
efficiently extract thermal energy from the reaction 
product through the wall of the reaction vessel 53 or to 
efficiently supply thermal energy to the reaction prod 
uct through the wall of the reaction vessel 53 from the 
fluid heat transfer or exchange medium. This unidirec 
tional turbulent flow is obtained by injecting the tem 
pering fluid or fluid heat transfer or exchange medium 
essentially tangentially into the thermal jacket or ther 
mal chamber 52 of the laboratory reaction vessel ar 
rangement 25 through a nozzle 60, preferably into the 
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6 
lower portion of the thermaljacket or thermal chamber 
52. 
The introduction of the fluid heat transfer or ex 

change medium into the thermal chamber 52 with the 
goal of obtaining temporally rapid temperature changes 
in the reaction product is a not uncritical operation. On 
the one hand, as great as possible a temperature differ 
ence must be achieved between the inlet 68 and the 
outlet 100 to permit an efficient transfer of energy, 
while, on the other hand, from the regulation point of 
view, too great a temperature difference between the 
inlet 68 and the outlet 100 is undesirable. Regions in the 
annular thermal chamber 52 in which the fluid heat 
transfer or exchange medium is exchanged or re-cir 
culated more slowly than would correspond to the 
average flow velocity are also undesirable. 

In this illustrative example, both the inlet 68 and the 
outlet 100 are arranged opposite one another in the 
upper portion of the thermal chamber 52 and of the 
jacketing vessel 50. Since the exchange of fluid toward 
the bottom or floor of the reaction vessel 53 cannot be 
great enough, the inlet and outlet ports 68 and 100, 
respectively, are preferably arranged spatially diago 
nally and staggered in height in relation to one another. 
Temperature pockets in the thermal chamber 52 also 
have less tendency to form when the fluid flow is di 
rected directly at the wall of the reaction vessel 53 
serving as an impact surface. In such an arrangement 
the heat flow or temperature rate in the fluid itself and 
from the fluid to the reaction products is entirely un 
supervisable or unpredictable. 

All of these problems can be overcome if as screw 
like or as helical as possible a conduction of flow or 
current of a finely turbulent, stabilized, unidirectional 
flow is strived for. The finely turbulent unidirectional 
flow of the heat transfer or exchange medium largely 
prevents the formation of a temperature gradient in the 
thermal chamber 52 and the controlled rapid flow of the 
fluid permits a temperature difference which is opti 
mally exploitable as a control or adjustment magnitude 
or value from the regulation point of view. The helical 
conduction of the fluid flow largely prevents macro 
scopic temperature inhomogeneities in the form of the 
previously mentioned temperature pockets in the ther 
mal chamber 52. 
This advantageous thermal energy conduction is 

achieved by, as already briefly indicated, injecting the 
fluid heat transfer or exchange medium into the thermal 
chamber 52 by means of a nozzle 38 (FIG. 1) or 60 
(FIG. 2). By injecting a temperature-homogeneous fluid 
as well as by mixing at least two tempered or tempera 
ture-regulated mass flows, a rapid temperature change 
within relatively broad temperature boundaries is 
achieved. The variables necessary for conducting the 
thermal energy are, interalia, the fluid flow velocity or 
flow rate through the nozzle, correlated with the ex 
change velocity of the fluid as well as the nozzle inclina 
tion in relation to the central axis of the reaction vessel 
53 of the nozzle 38 or 60 directed essentially tangen 
tially to the periphery of the reaction vessel 53 which 
influences the slope or pitch of the helix. 
The combination of the arrangement of the source 32, 

33 of thermal energy, the sink34 for thermal energy and 
the mixer 36 conjointly producing the fluid tempera 
tures with the structure or facility for generating finely 
turbulent unidirectional flows in the thermal chamber 
52 for an efficient energy extraction or supply permits 
generating temperature rises and drops in the reaction 
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vessel 53 in temporally short sequences or periods 
which display the required flank steepness of a rapid 
temperature change. The distributing valve 31 can 
switch from one limit value of temperature dictated by 
the apparatus directly into another without having to 
generate mixed or consolute temperatures. The subse 
quently arranged static mixer 36 permits, on the other 
hand, rapid changes of the mixed or consolute tempera 
ture between the limit values without fear of the pres 
ence of thermal streaks or spots in the fluid heat transfer 
or exchange medium. The entire apparatus according to 
the invention permits highly dynamic temperature con 
trol and, with appropriate application of regulation 
technology, also a high precision of temperature con 
trol. 
FIG. 2 shows a sectional plan view of the laboratory 

reactor vessel arrangement 25 in which the reaction 
vessel 53 for the reaction product or products is visible. 
The reaction vessel 53 is surrounded or at least partially 
surrounded by the outer hollow cylindrical double 
walled jacketing vessel 50. The annular thermal cham 
ber 52 between the reaction vessel 53 and the jacketing 
vessel 50 can be considered essentially as a heating or 
cooling jacket. An outlet port or spigot 68 is formed on 
the jacketing vessel 50 such that the extension of the 
spigot's longitudinal axis in the vicinity of the wall of 
the jacketing vessel 50 extends through the interior 
space of the reaction vessel 53. In further not particu 
larly shown embodiments, this longitudinal axis can be 
parallelly translated such that it extends essentially tan 
gentially past the reaction vessel wall or, still further 
translated, through the thermal chamber 52. A fluid 
cone or fluid jet cone with diverging finely turbulent 
flow portions or components forms at the exit point or 
mouth of the nozzle 60 during fluid injection. The tur 
bulent flow discharged by the nozzle 60 is to be main 
tained as long as possible on its way through the thermal 
chamber 52. This can be adjusted by shifting or translat 
ing the nozzle assembly 60A along its longitudinal axis 
in the direction designated by the double-headed arrow 
X. A measure for the adjustment is, for instance, the 
maximization of the differential temperature between 
the inlet 68 and the outlet 100 at a constant flow veloc 
ity of the fluid heat transfer or exchange medium 
through the nozzle 60. The longitudinal axis of the 
nozzle assembly 60A can be arranged in relation to a 
hypothetical circumferential line about the laboratory 
reaction vessel arrangement 25 such that the fluid jet is 
directed slightly upwardly, according to FIG. 2 out of 
the plane of the drawing, i.e. toward the exit aperture or 
outlet 100 in order to be able to adjust the helical course 
or path of the fluid heat transfer or exchange medium 
within the thermal chamber 52 from the bottom against 
the force of gravity to the top. The slope or pitch angle 
should remain below 10, analogous to the pitch of a 
fine thread. 
A further embodiment for adjusting the slope or pitch 

angle under present discussion is schematically shown 
in FIG. 2A. The nozzle tip or mouth 62 shown in cross 
section is provided with a nozzle outlet or orifice 62' 
shown exaggeratedly angled or askew in this illustrative 
embodiment. 
A simple rotation of the nozzle assembly 60A about 

its principal axis, as indicated by the double-headed 
arrow Y in FIG. 2, effects variations of the helical flow 
of the finely turbulent unidirectional fluid flow through 
the thermal chamber 52 due to the asymmetrical swivel 
ling of this skew or angled nozzle orifice 62". 
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8 
As a rule, connection ports or spigots of reaction 

vessels made of glass comprise ball and socket joints as 
means of connection. The ball 65 of such a ball and 
socket joint is illustrated in FIG. 2. The nozzle assembly 
60A is, in this illustrative embodiment, conducted 
through the inlet port or spigot 68 and fastened by not 
particularly shown suitable means. A temperature sen 
sor 61 corresponding to the temperature sensor 37 of 
FIG. 1 can be arranged concentrically in the nozzle 
channel of the nozzle 60 to measure the temperature of 
the tempering fluid or fluid heat transfer or exchange 
medium at the inlet 68 to the thermal chamber 52 for 
temperature measurement. This measuring location is 
preferred when precise and rapidly stabilizing reference 
value temperatures are required in the laboratory reac 
tion vessel arrangement 25, since at this location the 
mixed or consolute temperature of the fluid or fluid heat 
transfer or exchange medium composed of various par 
tial components from the source of thermal energy or 
the sink for thermal energy, or both, will have already 
passed through any possibly disturbing or falsifying 
passages. In any case, the inlet temperature should be 
measured in the temperature-homogeneous fluid heat 
transfer or exchange medium following the static mixer 
36 in the direction of flow. 
While there are shown and described present pre 

ferred embodiments of the invention, it is to be dis 
tinctly understood that the invention is not limited 
thereto, but may be otherwise variously embodied and 
practiced within the scope of the following claims. 
ACCORDINGLY, 
What I claim is: 
1. An apparatus for regulating the temperature of a 

laboratory reaction vessel arrangement, comprising: 
means defining a thermal chamber surrounding the 

laboratory reaction vessel and through which a 
liquid heat exchange medium for transporting ther 
mal energy can be conducted; 

said thermal chamber having a lower portion, means 
defining at least one inlet port located in said lower 
portion and means defining at least one outlet port 
located diagonally oppositely above said at least 
one inlet port; 

means for providing a thermally homogeneous flow 
of liquid heat exchange medium at a predetermined 
temperature and a predeterminate flow rate; 

means defining a nozzle assembly for introducing said 
thermally homogeneous flow of said liquid heat 
exchange medium into said lower portion of said 
thermal chamber through said at least one inlet 
port; 

said nozzle assembly including means for directing 
said thermally homogeneous flow substantially 
tangentially at means defining a containment wall 
of the laboratory reaction vessel at an upward 
inclination of at most 10 such that a substantially 
helical upward current is induced about the exte 
rior of the laboratory reaction vessel; 

said directing means of said nozzle assembly includ 
ing means for introducing said thermally homoge 
neous flow as a finely turbulent unidirectional flow 
such that the formation of a temperature gradient 
transverse to said substantially upward helical cur 
rent is substantially prevented, such that a tempera 
ture-regulationally optimum temperature differ 
ence between said at least one inlet port and said at 
least one outlet port is permitted and such that 
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microscopic thermal inhomogeneities are substan 
tially prevented; 

means for measuring said temperature-regulationally 
optimum temperature difference and comprising a 
first temperature sensor at said at least one inlet 
port and a second temperature sensor at said at 
least one outlet port; and 

means for longitudinally translatably adjusting said 
nozzle assembly such that said temperature-regula 
tionally optimum temperature difference is maxi 
mized at a constant value of said predeterminate 
flow rate for maintaining said turbulent unidirec 
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10 
tional flow for as long a path as possible along said 
substantially upward helical current. 

2. The apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein: 
said predeterminate temperature is greater than the 

temperature of a substance within said laboratory 
reaction vessel. 

3. The apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein: 
said predeterminate temperature is less than the tem 

perature of a substance within said laboratory reac 
tion vessel. 

k 


