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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOS?JRE 
A b0attransportable over highwayswhich hasa cen 

tral Section and two side section providedattheirouter 
side portions with pontoons,the side Sections being 
pivotal on the central section aboutspaced longitudinal 
aXes between extended positions wherein the pontoons 
SUpportthe centralSectionabove the surface ofthewater 
and upper retracted positions wherein the pontoonsare 
Spaced above the central section,the side sections and 
the central Section forminga closed chamber when the 
side Sectionsare in theirretracted positions,the central 
section and the side Sections providing a deck of rela 
tivelygreatwidthandarea when the sidesectionsarein 
theirextended positions? 

Thisinvention relatesto boats and more particularly 
to a boat whichistransportable overland? 
An object of this invention isto provide a new and 

improved boat ofgreatstabilityandlarge deckareawhen 
afioat on water,but whichis ofrelatively narrow width 
when placedin conditionfortransport over1and, 
Another objectisto provide a boat whose maximum 

width,when placedin condition fortransport over land, 
is within the legal permissible width established forve 
hicles whichtravelon highways? 
Stilanotherobjectisto provide a boathavingretracta 

ble wheels wherebyitmay be moved overland byatow 
ingVehicle? 
Afurther objectisto provide a boathavingacentral 

Section and pair of longitudinal side sections pivotaly 
Secured to the centralSectionformovementabout longi 
tudinal parallel axes between lower extended positions 
whereinthe side Sectionsextend outwardy ofthe central 
Section and upper retracted positions wherein the side 
Sectionsextendabovethecentralsection? 
A still further objectisto provide a boat of the type 

described wherein the side sections are provided with 
Dontoons which extend outwardy and downwardy of 
the centralsection when the side Sectionsareintheirex 
tended positions wherebythe centralsection ofthe boat 
is maintained above the Surface of the water and the 
boatis Verystably afoatand the buoyancy provided by 
the pontoons permitsgreat loadsto be carried Safely by 
the boat? 

Astilfurtherobjectisto providea boat whereineach 
of the side sectionsis provided with a side waland 
transverse frontand backendwalsandthesidesections, 
when pivoted to an upright position on the central sec 
tion,form with the central section a closed chamberin 
whicharticles may be stored fortransport? 

Anotherobjectisto provide a boatofatype described, 
wherein the wheels are mounted on the central Section 
1ateraly outwardly of the deck portion of the central 
section and are retractable into suitable downwardly 
openhousingsonthesidesections? 
Animportant object of the invention isto provide a 

boat ofthe type described whereinthe heightofthe side 
Wal of each side Section is one-half the width of the 
deck portion of the centralsection ofthe boat whereby 
the side walls form a top waloverthe deck portion Of 
the centralsection whenintheirupperretractedpositions? 
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Another objectisto provide a boatofthetype de 

Scribed having meansfor securingthe side sectionsto 
One another when intheirretracted positionsand means 
forrigidy Securingthe side sectionsto the central sec… 
tionwhenintheirextendedpositions? 

Additionalobjectsandadvantages oftheinvention wik 
be readiyapparent from the reading of the folowing 
deScription of a device constructed in accordance with 
theinvention,and reference tothe accompanyingdraw 
ingsthereof,wherein: 
FIG?1isa side view ofa boatembodyingthe inven 

tion with Some parts broken away,showingitafloaton 
water; 
FIG?2isatop view ofthe boat,with portions broken 

aWay,and its side Sectionsin their extended positions; 
FIG?3isa rearend view of the boatinitsfioating 

position; 
FIG,4isa rearend view ofthe boatshowingthe side 

Sectionsintheirretracted positions; 
FIG,5isa frontend view of the boat withitsside 

sectionsintheirretracted positions; 
FIG,6isa perspective view,with some parts broken 

away,of the boatwith the side sectionsin theirextended 
position; 
FIG?7isa perspective view of the boat withits side 

Sectionsintheirretracted positions, 
FIG,8isa fragmentary sectional viewtaken on ine 

8?8 ofFIG,3; 
FIG.9 is a fragmentary sectionalview taken on line 

9?9ofFIG.3; 
FIG?10 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view 

taken Online10?10Of FIG.4; 
FIG.11 isa fragmentary exploded view showingthe 

meansfor mountinga canopy overthe boat, 
FIG?12isa fragmentary top view showinga means 

formountinganoutboardmotoronthe boat, 
FIG?13isa Sectionalviewtaken on line13?13; 
FIG?14is an enlarged sectionalview taken on line 

14?14of FIG.2 ofa atch assembly ofthe boat; 
FIG.15isafragmentary perspective view ofthe latch 

assemblyshownin FIG?14; 
FIG?16is a sectionalview taken on line 16?16 of 

FIG.15; 
FIG?17 isa sectional view simiar to FIG,16,but 

showingthe latch assemblyin unlocked position; 
FIG?18isan enlarged sectionalview taken on ine 

18?18ofFIG.17;and, 
FIG?19is an enlarged sectionalview taken on line 

19?19of FIG?2? 
Referring now to the drawings,the boat20 embody 

ingthe invention includesa centralSection21anda pair 
of side sections22 and 22a which are Secured to the 
centralsection for pivotal movementabout paralellon 
gitudinalaxes.The centralsectionincludesa rectangular 
frame 24 having outer longitudinal side members 25 
and26,afrontend member27andarearend member 
28whicharerigidy secured to oneanother,as byweld 
ing.Theframealsoincludesa pairoflongitudinalspaced 
brace members29 and36 Which extend betweenandare 
welded to the frame end members,a plurality of spaced 
inner transverse brace members32 Which extend be 
tween the longitudinal brace members and are welded 
thereto,aplurality of spacedoutertransverse brace mem 
bers 33 which extend between and are Welded to the 
longitudinal bracemember29and the sideframe mem 
ber25,anda plurality of spaced transversemembers34 
which extend between and are welded to the longitu 
dinal brace member 30 and the side frame member 26? 
The rear transverse brace member 35 extends between 
and is welded to the longitudinal brace members whie 
the othertranSverse brace membersextend the fullwidth 
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of the frame and are welded to both the longitudinal 
bracemembersandthe side framemembers,Atow bar 
36havingmembers36asecuredtothe frontend member 
hasa hitch member37 by means of which the boatmay 
be towed by an automobile or other Self-propeled ve 
hicle? 
The boatmaytravelover1andona pair of wheels38 

which are mounted for movement between their Oper 
ative lower positionsilustratedin FIGS,5and 7,and 
upper retracted positions above the frame by any Suit 
able mount means39Secured to the frame membersin 
any suitable manner?Anysuitable mount means39,for 
example,such asthose disclosedin the patent to Louis 
E. Levinson,No.3,090.793,issued Aug?28,1963,may 
be used, 
The centralsectionincludesa planardeckmember40 

ofany Suitable materialas,forexample,aluminum,and 
maybe securedtothe frame24bywelding,screws,boltS 
or the like?If desired,of course,the deck could be 
formedof Woodandthe like? 
Inthe form ofthe boatiustratedin FIGS.1through 

6,an engine housing41 issecured to the central Section 
and mayextend below the deck memberand the frame 
so thatthe drive shaft43 of the engine mountedin the 
housingis positioned below the deck memberand may 
have a connector shaft44 connected thereto by a Suit 
able universal coupling45.The lower end of the con 
nectorshaft44,on whose bottomenda propeler47is 
mounted,extendsrotatablythrougha bushing49welded 
or otherwise Secured to a U-shaped bracket 50 whoSe 
arms are rigidy secured to bars 51 by bolts 52 which 
extend through Suitable aligned apertures in the armS 
of the bracket 50and the bars 52.The upper ends of 
the barsare secured by bolts 54to brackets55Which 
are rigid with the transverse brace member 35 of the 
frame.The barsmay have anumber ofVerticaly Spaced 
aperturesthrough which the bolts52may eXtend Sothat 
the vertical position of the propeller may be adjusted? 

During the transport of the vehicle over land,the 
bracket50isdisconnectedfrom thearms48andthearms 
48 themselves are disconnected from the brackets 55, 
The bracket 50 may then be secured directy to the 
brackets55thus holdingthe propellerin theraised posi 
tioniustratedin FIG.5?If desired,of course,the pro 
Pelleritselfmay beremoved and disconnectedfrom the 
shaft? 
The deckmembermay havearoom 60mountedthere 

on which comprises a bottom rectangular Section 61 
over whichistelescopicala top rectangular Section 62? 
Thetwo sectionsmay have forwardy openingdoors63? 
The eXact structure of the room being no part of this 
invention,it willnot be described herein,butany Suit 
able means,suchas bolts,may be used tosecure the top 
room section tothe bottom room section whenitisinits 
upper position?The room may be used as a dressing 
room orstorage room andmay be furnished with Sani 
taryfacilities, 
The centralsection of the boatatitsforwardend may 

be providedwith steps65anda harpoon deck66which 
is pivotally connected to the front wall 67,which ex 
tends upwardy from the deck member40,by suitable 
hinges 68 So thatthe harpoon deck may be pivoted in 
a clockwise manner,FIG?1,on the deck 40 when the 
boatisto betransported over1and.The harpoon deckis 
held in its upper position,ilustratedin FIGS?1,2and 
6,by a pair of bars 69 whose upper ends are Secured 
by bolts 70to downwardy extendinglugs71 ofthe har 
1poon deck and whose lower endsaresecurable by bofts 
72 to the upwardly extendinglugs 73 on the tow bar 
members 36a? 
The Side Section22includesa rectangulardeckmem 

ber 80 which may be formed ofa suitable metal,such 
as aluminum orthe like,whichare securedinany Suit 
able manner,as bywelding,bolts,orthe like,afront 
wal81,a side wal82,and arearwal83,which are 
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4 
provided with outwardly extending connector Strips 84, 
85,and 86,respectively,Each of the walsincludesa 
Planar member 87 of metaland siutable frame 88 to 
whichthemeta1planarmemberissecuredinany Suitable 
manner?The front wal181 is positioned forwardly Of 
thefrontwal67ofthe centralsection Sothat whenthe 
side section 22is pivoted upwardy the front wal 81 
may be free to move forwardy of the central Section 
frontwal167.Similady,the rearwal83is positioned 
rearwardy of the rearwall of the top cabin Section SO 
that the rear wal 83 may move rearwardy of the 
cabin asthe side section 22is pivoted upwardy,The 
side section22is pivotedly connected tothe centralSec 
tion by suitable hinges 90 secured to the deck mem 
bers? 
The pontoon92ofthesidesection22isofanysuitable 

structureandmayinclude an outermetalshel193 which 
isfledwithanexpanded orcelular plastic substance 94 
which providesgreat buoyancytothe pontoon?The Side 
section hasa pair of longitudinalframe members 96 
anda plurality oftransverse members97welded to One 
anothertowhich the shelandthe deckmember 80are 
Securedas bywelding,screws,orthe like? 
The transverse frame members97,when the side Sec 

tion22isinitsupperretracted position,have theirlower 
end portions extendingdownwardly of the centralframe 
and between the centralframe members25and29,and 
when the side section is in its extended position,these 
1owerend portionsunderlie the longitudinalframemem 
ber29and the brace frame members32. Each frame 
member97hasan uppersurface whichabutsthe bottom 
surface of the bottom ?ange of the longitudinal brace 
member32whichitunderliesand hasa connectorloop 
99 whichisadapted to extend upwardlythrough a Slot 
100inthe bottom fange of suchframe member32and 
theslot101 ofa block102Secured to the bottom flange? 
The connectorloops99,the block102,and the latch 

assemblies103mounted on each of the frame memberS 
32,areemployed torigidy Secure the innerends of the 
framemembers 97tothe centralsection frame members 
32 when the sidesection 22isinits extended position? 
The bottomfange of the longitudinal brace member25 
is provided with slots104,in alignment with the frame 
members 97,to permittheir pivotalmovement to posi 
tionsunderlyingandcontactingthe tranSverSe braceframe 
members32.Reinforcingbars105are preferablywelded 
tothe web ofthe member25which span Such slots? 
Each of the latchassemblies103includesa base 106 

whichisrigidymounted,asbymeansof bolts,to brackets 
107welded to the brace frame member32 with which 
the latchassemblyisassociated,alever108Whichispiv 
otalymounted byapin109on the outerend ofthe post 
110integralwith the base,and a handle 111 pivotaly 
connected to therearend ofthe lever byapin112and 
to the outer end of a ink113 by a pin114,the inner 
end ofthe linkbeingconnectedtoa post115ofthe base 
bya pin116?Arod113aissecured,as bywelding,tothe 
outerend ofthe lever108and the forwardend portion 
ofthe rodextendsinto an endrecess116aina pin117? 
Forward movement of the pin on the rodislimited by 
the engagement of the internal annular fange of a re 
tainer nut117a,threaded on the innerend of the pin, 
with the externalannularfange118on therod?The pin 
is biased outwardy by a spring119which bearsagainst 
the Surfaces120and121 ofthe pinandthefange of the 
rod,respectively.The pin hasa frusto-conicalor beveled 
forward end portion 122 whichis movable into a con 
nector loop 99 for engagement therewith and with the 
top surface of the block102 of the brace member 32 
on which the latch assembly is mounted?The pin 122 
is,of course,Somewhat1oosely mountedon therod,asis 
the lever on the post110 and the handle on the linkto 
permit Some movement of the pin relative to the base 
and the frame member 32.The locations of the axes of 
pivotalconnectionsofthe leverto the base?ofthe handle 



3.530519 
5 

tothe link,and of the linkto the baseissuch thatwhen 
the handle leveris in its operative position,ilustrated 
in FIG?16,anyforce tendingto move the outer end of 
the leveroutwardytendstolockthe leverinitsoperative 
?osition?Asthe handle is pivoted inwardlytoward the 
base,itmovesthe outerend ofthe leverandthe pin117 
towardaloop 90 which extendsthroughthe slotsin the 
bottomfiange ofthe brace member32and the block102 
and,beforeitreachesitsfuly iatched position,the move 
mentofthe pin117isarrestedduetoitswedgingengage 
ment with thearcuate portion of the loop and with the 
block,The spring119isthen compressedasthe outer 
end of the rod continues to move inwardly into the 
recess116a of the pin asthe lever completesits move 
menttoitsfuly latched position.The Springnow biaSes 
the pininwardythrough the connectorloop thus holding 
the inner end of the brace member against downward 
movement?The springalso biases the lever outwardy 
and thus holdsitinitsoperative latched orlocked posi 
tion?The deckmember40 of the centralSection of the 
Doatabove the latch assemblies 103 is provided with 
apertures closed by doors123which may be pivotaly 
connectedto the deckmemberinany Suitable manner,as 
by hinges?The handes of the latchassembliesare ac 
cessible through these apertures when the doors are 
opened? 
The deckmemberofthesidesection22,inwardy ofthe 

pontoon,hasaplurality of connectorloops124whichare 
adapted to extendthrough the slots125and125ainthe 
top fange ofthe outerside member25and of blocks 
125ö secured to the top fange of the side member25 
when the side section is inits extended position?Latch 
assemblies126mounted on brackets127 welded to the 
sidemember25areengageable with the blocks and Such 
connectorloopstoreleasably andrigidy Secure the Side 
sectiontothe outerframe member25.The latchassem 
blies126beingidenticaltothe latchassemblies103,they 
Wilnotbe describedfurther? 
The deck member 82is provided withapertures clos 

able by doors128above the latch assemblies through 
whichaccess may be hadto the handes of the latch aS 
Semblies? 

Sincethetransversemembers97extend belowthe deck 
member 80,the side member 25 of the frame 24 haS 
depressed portions 129 providing Upwardly Openingre 
cessesin which the transverse membersare receivable 
whentheside section 22ismoved toits extended p0si 
tion.Theserecessesmay be of Such dimensionsthatthe 
engagement ofthe surfaces of the outermember25 de 
fningtheforwardandrearends ofthe receSSes withthe 
transverse members 97 will help hold the side Section 
against1ongitudinal movementrelativeto the centralSec 
tion? 
The othersidemember26ofthe frame24hassimilar 

depressed portions129a providingrecessesin which the 
?ransversemembers97a oftheframe95a ofthe otherside 
section22aarereceivable whentheside Section22aisin 
itsextended position? 

If desired,the inner ends of the frame members 97 
may be connected by longitudinal brace members,not 
shown,attheirinnerendswhich would extend between 
adjacentpairsofframemembers97and be weldedthere 
to.While the sidesections22and22a have been Shown 
aseach havingonlythreetransversemembers 97and 97a 
and theirassociated locking meansforrigidy Securing 
themembers97and 97atothe centralsection frame,it 
wi1beapparentthatthe number oftheSemembersand 
1ockingmeansmaybe variedasrequired bythe length 
ofthe boatandtothewaveandwindconditionstowhich 
itmay be subjected,Similary,more than three loops 
124and124a and1atchingassemblies126and126a may 
be provided? 
The frontandrearwalls81and83 have Sectorgears 

131and132,rigidysecuredtheretoinany Suitable man 
ner,whose commoncentralaxisis coincident with the 
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6 
longitudinalaxis of pivotalmovement ofthesection22. 
The Sectorgearsare movable through suitableslots133 
and134 of the frontandrearframemembers27and28, 
respectivey,andare engageable bygears135and136 
rigidy Securedtoashaft138whichextendsthrough suit 
able alignedaperturesinthefangesofthe frontandrear 
frame members 27 and 28 and is suitablyjournaled 
therein?The shaftalso extendsthrough alignedapertures 
in the fanges of the channelmember32and35 ofthe 
frame. - 

The rear end of the shaft has arectangularend por 
tion140onwhichasuitable Socketofan L-shapedhandle 
may be positioned Sothat the operator mayrotate the 
Shaft by means of the hande toraise or1owerthe side 
Sections? 
The deckmember80 ofthe section22isprovidedwith 

a downwardly openingaperture 142in whichthe wheel 
mount39andthe wheelon theleftsideoftheboatmay 
enterinto a wellor housing143securedinanysuitable 
mannerto the deck member?The well,of course,hasa 
removable cover144 so thataccess may be had to the 
wheelmount,The well,whenitiscovered,may be used 
aS a Seat? 
The side section22is biased upwardlytowardits re 

tracted position by torsion bars145each of which has 
One endrigidy Secured,as bya pin,welding,orthe like, 
to a bracket147 welded to the longitudinalframemem 
ber29andwhichextendsrotatablythroughabracket148 
also Secured to the frame member29,Each torsion bar 
hasanarm149 providedwitharoller150whichengages 
the outersurface ofthe deckmember80.The deckmem 
ber 80 may have a reinforcing member 80batthe loca 
tion of engagement of the rollertherewith, 
Itwilbeapparentthatasthesidesection pivots down 

Wardyfromits retracted toitsextended position,the tor 
sion baryieldably resists such movementasitistwisted 
aboutits longitudinalaxis.The torsion bars,therefore, 
exertan upward force on the side section22whenitis 
inits extended position and the force necessary to be 
applied to the shaft138to move the side section22be 
tween its extended and retracted positionsis thus re 
duced,The torsion barsthusfaciitate the movement of 
the side section betweenits extended and retracted posi 
tions,While onlytwotorsion bars145 have beenshown, 
itwillbe apparent thatthe number of torsion bars pro 
vided may be increased as desired,depending on the 
length andweightofthe side Section22. 
The side section 22a of the boatand the means by 

Whichitissecured to the central section beingidentical 
to the side section22and the means by which the side 
section issecured to the centralsection,the elements of 
the section 22a and the means by which it is Secured 
tothe centralsection have been provided with the same 
reference numerals,to which the subscript“a”has been 
added,as the correspondingelements of the Section 22 
and the means by which itis secured to the central 
Section? 

Since the width of the cabinis less than the distance 
between theinner ends of the rear walls when the side 
sectionsare in their extended positions,a pair of angle 
members146are hingedly connectedtothe side wals of 
the cabin and are pivotable outwardy to close these 
spacesaseasily seen in FIG.6.The angle membersare 
pivotedinwardy against the cabin and wals to permit 
upward pivotal movement of the Side Sections to their 
retracted positions? 
The side sections,when they are in their upper re 

tracted positions,may be held connected by channel 
connectors 151,152 and 153,which engage the out 
wardlyextendingfanges ofthe adjacentwals of the Side 
sections,For example,referring particularly to FIGS? 
8,9and10,thefanges 83 and83a of the rearwals of 
the sections22 and22a,respectively,are adjacent One 
anotherasilustratedin FIG,10,when the side SectionS 
are in their retracted positions and a channel Shaped 
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1ockmember153isthen slid downwardly over the two 
channelmembersandthen holdsthe fangesagainStout 
ward movement relative to each other?Similarly,the 
1ockmember152isslid overthe fanges84and84a of 
the side wals ofthe two sectionsand the lockmember 
153isslidoverthe fanges85and85a ofthe frontwalls? 
The top lock member 152may be made of suficient 
1ength so as to extend over the top ends of the lock 
members151 and 153 and thus preventany rain from 
enteringinto the closed chamber formed by the three 
boat sections,If desired,of course,additional latching 
or lockingmeans may be provided to hold the two Sec 
tions ofthe boatintheirretracted positions? 
Assuming now thatthe boatis in its position ilus 

tratedin FIGS,4,5and 7 and has been transported to 
the location at which it is to be launched,the lock 
strips151,152and153are then removed and the side 
sectionsare moved to theirextended positions by use of 
an appropriate handle and the rotation of the ShaftS 
138ahd138a?Asthe side Sections are thus pivoted to 
theirextended positions,the mounts39enterthroughthe 
apertures142and142ain the deck members80and 80a 
into the Wels, 
The connector loops 99 and 99a move upwardy 

through the slots in the bottom fanges of the brace 
members32and the blocks102and the loops124and 
124aand ofthe blocks125bsecured thereto move down 
wardythroughtheslotsin the top fanges of the outer 
frame members25and 26and of the blocks125b Se 
cured thereto,The doors on the deck members 40,80 
and 80aabove the latch assembliesare then Opened,the 
1atchassembiesare then moved to their operative posi 
tionsbyappropriate movement of their handlesto cause 
the pinsofthe latchassemblies rigidyto engage the con 
nector1oops99and99a,124and124a andthe blocks 
throughwhoseslotsthey extendand rigidly connect the 
side sectionsto the frame?Each of the side Sectionsis 
thus rigidly connected to the frame of the central Sec 
tionata plurality of1ateraHyand longitudinaly Spaced 
1ocations,The boatis then moved down the ramp on 
itswheelsuntiitisafoat? 
The covers of the welsare now opened orremoved 

andthe wheelsare moved totheir retracted positionsin 
the wels,The connector shaft 144is then Secured to 
the engine drive shaft and Secured by means of the 
bracket50and the bars51to the brackets 55,The har 
poon deck maynow be pivotedin a counter-clockwise 
direction,FIG?1,and secured in the forward hori 
Zontal positionabove the tow bar by means of the bars 
69,The top section of the room may then be raised 
toitsupperpositionsothatthe roommaythen be used? 

If desired,a canopy or shelter 200 may then be 
erected over the rear portion of the boat by inSerting 
theverticalrods201inthetubular Sockets202COnnected 
to the frames of the side walls of the two SectionSand 
rigidlysecuringthe poststo the Socket by means of pinS 
203.A plasticorcanvassheet204of the canopy,which 
hasfrontandrearrods205extendingthrough the elon 
gate passages provided by folding over end portions of 
the sheetand sewingthem to the body of the sheet,is 
then connected to the top ends of the front and rear 
postsbymeans ofthreaded studs206mounted on the 
plates207on the upperends of the posts which extend 
through the apertures 208in the fattened end portionS 
oftherods,Wingnuts210 maythenbethreaded onthe 
DOSts? 
Any suitable rudder for steering the boat may be 

mounted on the rear end of the boat by any Suitable 
brackets,not shown? 
Whenitisdesiredto movethe boatfrom the waterand 

transportitover1and,the above Sequence of operations 
isreversed? 
The maximum width ofvehiclesalowed to travelon 

the highways of moststatesis8feetanditis,therefore, 
required thatthe boat,when inits retracted condition, 
not have a width at any point along its length of 
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morethan8feet,In ordertoprovide a boathavinggreat 
stabilityandamaximum width of deckwhichisprovided 
bythe deck membersofthe three Sections,itis preferred 
thateach ofthe deckmembers be 4feetwide,sothatthe 
boatwheninitsfloatingposition hasa deck12feetwide 
andthe centralverticalplanes of the pontoOnSare Spaced 
aparta distance ofaboutninefeet,Thiswide Spacing of 
the pontoons preventsthe boatfrom being capsized un 
deralmostany extreme weatherand wave conditions? 
Thewals ofthetwoside sectionsareapproximately2 

feet high so that when the side Sections are moved to 
theirretracted positions,the deck members 80and 80a 
ofthetwo side sectionsextend verticaly,the combined 
width of the two side walsisapproximately fourfeet 
and the side walsare paralelto and Spaced fourfeet 
above the deck member 40 of the central Section?The 
pontoons may have an efective height of nearly two 
feeteach,ie,two feet minus the thickness of the deck 
members80and 80a,so that the distance between the 
opposite bottom end surfaces of the pontoons,whichare 
substantialyverticalwhen the side Sectionsarein their 
retracted positions,iseightfeetorslightyless? 
Itwilalsobeseenthatthe totalarea ofthemain deck, 

ifthe boatis20feet long,is240Squarefeet So thata 
very1argeareaisprovidedfortheuse of the occupants of 
the boat,In addition,the harpoon deck which may be 
fourfeet square,provides an additional deck area of 
sixteensquarefeet,The height ofthe raing215 of the 
harpoon deckis less than four feet So that when the 
harpoon deck is pivotel to its retracted position,the 
railing will engage the deck member 40 and the side 
wals ofthe two side sections can move thereoverasthe 
side sections are pivoted to their upper retracted posi 
tions?In addition,since the pontoons,which are ap 
proximately20feetlong,providegreat buoyancyS0that 
itmaycarryaverygreatloadwithoutsinkingtoodeeply 
intothewater, 

It wilalso be apparent that various equipment and 
suppiesmay betransportedin the chamber provided by 
the three sectionsof the boat when the boatis placedin 
conditionfortransportoverlandandthatthe provision of 
the lockmembersforthefanges of the Walls ofthe two 
sections prevents precipitation from enteringinto Such 
chamber, 

Referring now particularly to FIGS 12 and 13,the 
boat20is shown modified bythe provision of a mount 
frame200foran outboardmotor201?The motor mount 
frame may comprise innerand outer members203 and 
204,respectively,connected by side members 205 and 
206.Theinnermember203 may be Secured tothe rear 
frame member28 of the boat by weldingand the out 
board motoris securable to the outer member 204 by 
the usual clamp 207?Suitable control cables wil,of 
course,be connected to the handle 208 of the motor by 
neans of which the motormay be rotated onits mount 
209 by an occupant on the boatto steerthe boat,The 
distance the transverse frame members 97 and 97a of 
the twoside sections22and22a extend belowthe central 
Section frame may be shortenedif desiredin which case 
it may benecessary toreverse the longitudinal orienta 
tion of the latchassembies 103and 103a so that the 
1evers108 and108aand the blocks102and102d would 
be near to shafts 138 and 138a,respectively,and the 
handles111and111a would beremote therefrom? 
Itwilnot be apparent thatanewandimproved boat 

has beenilustrated and described which has a central 
section and two side sections pivotaly connected to the 
central Section and movable betwen upper vertical re 
tracted positions and lower extended positions about 
1ongitudinal paralel spaced axes and thateach of the 
sections may have a deck memberapproximately four 
feet wide,which deck membersare in horizontalalign 
ment when the side sectionsare pivoted to their1ower 
extendedpositions. 

It wilfurther be seen thateach of theside sections 
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atits1ateraly outer portionis provided with a pontoon 
orfoat meanswhichextends downwardy and outwardly 
ofthe centralsection when the side sectionsarein their 
extendedpositions? 

?t wilfurther be seen thatthe boatis provided with 
meansforrigidlysecuringtheside sectionstothe central 
Section whenthe side sectionsarein theirextended posi 
tions at a plurality of transversely and longitudinaly 
spacedlocations? 

Itwillfurtherbeseenthat,ifdesired,acabinstructure 
may be mountedonthe deckmember ofthe centralsec 
tionandthata deck may be providedatthe front of the 
centralsection whichis pivotalintoa horizontal position 
overthe tow barsecured tothe frontend of the central 
Section? 

Itwilfurther beseenthata boathas beeniustrated 
and described whichmaybeeasiytransportedover high 
wayssinceithasa maximum width withinthe prescribed 
1egallimitforvehiclestraveling on highways,and that 
notwithstanding this narrow width when being trans 
ported overthe highways,the boat when placedin con 
ditionforfoatation on wateris ofrelativelygreat width 
andis buoyanty Supported at lateraly widey Spaced 
locationsalongthe outerside portionsthereofto provide 
greatstabilityforthe boat, 

It wilfurther be seen that the latch assemblies and 
connector loops provide a quickly operable means for 
rigidy connectingand disconnectingthe side Sectionsto 
and from the centralsection and thatthe beveled con 
figuration of the pins of the latch asSemblies and the 
biasingaction of their springs causes the pinsto exert 
forcestendingto holdthe sidesectionsin theirextended 
?ositions? 
Itwilalso beseenthatthe sidesections have frames 

whichare rigidly securable to the frame of the central 
section by quickrelease and quick connect latch assem 
bliesand connectorloops? 

Itwilalsobeapparentthat,ifdesired,thesidesection 
transverseframe members97and 97a maysimiarly be 
connectedtothe outerframemembers29and30 bycon 
nector loops on either the central Section frame mem 
bersorthe transverse members and slots and latch as 
semblies providedonthe other membersatthe locations 
ofthe depressed portionsorchannels29ofthe outerside 
framemembers, 
The foregoingdescription ofthe inventionisexplana 

toryonly,and changesinthe details ofthe construction 
ilustratedmay be made bythose skiledin the artwith 
outdepartingfromthespiritoftheinvention? 
Whatis claimedand desired to be secured by Letters 

Patentis: 
1.A boatincluding:a horizontal centrallongitudinal 

section;a pair oflongitudinalside Sections pivotaly con 
nected to said central section on opposite sidesthereof 
and pivotaiinoppositedirectionsbetweenupperretracted 
Dositions wherein Said side Sections extend Substantialy 
Derpendicularly from Said central Section and extended 
Positionswherein said side Sections extend outwardy of 
saidcentralsectionandinhorizontalalignmenttherewith, 
eachofsaidsidesectionshavingalongitudinalfioatmeans 
alonga1ateraly outward portionthereof which extends 
downwardyand outwardly of said centralsection when 
Said side Sectionsarein retracted positions;and coopera 
ble means on said central Section and said side Sections 
forrigidly Securingsaid side sectionsto Said central Sec 
tionwhensaidside sectionsareinsaidextendedpositions, 
Said Sectionseach having deck means of approximately 
equalwidthsandthe heightofeach saidfoatmeansbeing 
approximately halfthewidthofsaiddeckmeans,whereby 
the width of the boatwhensaidsidesectionsareinsaid 
extended positionsisapproximately oneand one-halfits 
width when said side Sectionsarein said retracted posi 
tions,each of Saiddeck meansbeingapproximatelyfour 
feetin widthandeachofsaidfoatmeansisapproximately 
twofeetin height,Said centralSectionincludingaframe? 
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10 
saidframe having side portions extendinglateraly out 
wardly of Saidaxes ofpivotalconnection of Saidside Sec 
tions;and,meansforconnectingsaid side Sectionstosaid 
side portionswhensaid side Sectionsarein Saidextended 
positions overlying Said side portions. 
2,The boat of claim1,wherein Said foatmeansex 

tendsoutwardyand downwardly of Saidframewhen Said 
side Sectionsarein Saidextended positions? 
3.The boatof claim2,whereineach of said side sec 

tions has front,rearand side walsextending upwardly 
fromits deckmeans,said walls of said side Sectionsand 
said deckmeans of Said side and centralSections provid 
inga closed chamberwhen Said side sectionsarein Said 
retracted positions. 
4.The boatof claim3,whereinthe topedges of Said 

walsof Said side Sectionsareadjacentone another when 
said side Sections are in Said retracted positions,and 
meansfor connecting Said wals of said Sectionsto one 
another when said side Sections are in said retracted 
?ositions? 
5,The boatof claim 4,anda pair of wheelson said 

frame ofSaid centralsection positionedoutwardy ofsaid 
deck meanson opposite sidesthereof? 
6.The boat of claim 5,wherein Said wheelsare re 

tractable upwardy of Said frame and Said side Sections 
have downwardly opening housing meansforreceiving 
said wheels whentheyareretracted upwardy. 
7,A boatincluding:a horizontalcentrallongitudinak 

section;a pairoflongitudina1side sectionspivotally con 
nected to Said central Section on opposite sides thereof 
and pivotalin oppositedirectionsbetween upperretracted 
?ositions wherein Said side sections extend substantially 
?erpendiculary from said central Section and extended 
Positions wherein Said side Sectionsextend outwardly of 
SaidcentralSection andin horizontalalignmenttherewith, 
eachof Saidsidesectionshavingalongitudinalfoatmeans 
alongalateraly outward portion thereof which extends 
downwardlyand outwardly of said centralsection when 
Said side Sectionsarein retracted positions;and coopera 
blemeansonsaidcentraisectionandsaidsidesectionsfor 
rigidly Securing said side sectionstosaid central Section 
when Said side sectionsare in said extended positions 
Said Sectionseach having deck means of approximately 
equalwidthsandthe heightofeach Saidfoatmeansbeing 
approximately halfthewidthofsaiddeckmeans,whereby 
the width ofthe boat when said sidesectionsarein said 
extended positionsisapproximately one and one-halfits 
width when Said side Sectionsarein said retracted posi 
tions,Said central Section includinga frame,Said frame 
havingside portionsextendinglateralyoutwardy ofsaid 
axesofpivotalconnection ofsaidsidesections;andmeans 
for connecting Said side sections to said side portions 
when Said Side Sections arein said extended positions 
overlying Said side portions? 

8.Theboatofclaim 7,whereinsaidfoatmeansextends 
Outwardyand downwardy ofsaid framewhen saidside 
Sections arein Said extended positions? 
9.The boat of claim 8,wherein each ofsaidside sec 

tions has front,rearand side wallsextending upwardly 
fromits deckmeans,saidwals ofsaidsidesectionsand 
Said deck means of Said side and centralsections provid 
inga closed chamberwhensaid side sectionsareinsaid 
retracted positions? 
10.The boatof claim 9,whereinthetopedges ofsaid 

Wals of Saidside Sectionsareadjacentoneanotherwhen 
Said Side Sections are in said retracted positions,and 
meansfor connectingsaid wals of Said sectionsto one 
another when Said side Sections are in said retracted 
Dositions? 

11.The boatof claim10,andapairofwheelsonsaid 
frame ofsaidcentralSectionpositionedoutwardyofsaid 
deck meanson oppositesidesthereof? 
12,The boat of claim ?1,whereinsaid wheelsarere 

tractable upwardy of Said frameand saidside sections 
haye downwardy opening housing meansforreceiving 
Saidwheelswhentheyareretractedupwardy, 
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13?Aboatincluding:a horizontalcentrallongitudinal 
section;a pairoflongitudinalside sectionspivotally con 
necetd to Said central Section on opposite sides thereof 
and pivotalin oppositedirectionsbetweenupperretracted 
positions wherein Said side Sections eXtend substantialy 
perpendicularly from Said central Section and extended 
positions wherein Said side Sections extend outwardy of 
Said central Section and in horizontal alignment there 
with,each of Said side Sections having a longitudinal 
fioat means along a lateraly outward portion thereof 
which extends downwardlyand outwardy of said central 
section whensaid sidesectionsare in retracted positions, 
and cooperable meanson Said central Section and Said 
side Sections for rigidy Securing Said side Sections to 
Said central Section when Said side Sections are in Said 
extended positions,Said Sectioneach havingadeckmeans 
ofapproximateyequalwidthsandthe heightofeach Said 
foat means beingapproximately half the width of said 
deckmeans,wherebythe widthofthe boatwhensaidside 
Sections are in Said extended positionsis approximately 
one and one-halfits width when Said side sectionsare 
in Said retracted positions,each of Said side sections hav 
ingfront,rear,and side wals extending upwardlyfrom 
its deck means,Said walls of Said side Sectionsand Said 
deck means of Said side and central sections providing 
a cloSed chamber when Said side Sections are in Said 
retracted positions? 
14,The boat of claim13,wherein the topedges of 

Said wals of Said side Sectionsareadjacentoneanother 
when Said side Sections are in said retracted positions, 
and meansfor connecting Said walls of said Sectionsto 
One anotherwhen Said Sectionsarein Said retracted posi 
tions? 
15.The boat of claim,14,and a pair of wheelson 

Sadframe ofSaid centralSectionpositionedoutwardyof 
Said deck means on oppositesidesthereof? 
16,Aboatincluding:a horizontalcentrallongitudinal 

Section;apair oflongitudinalsidesections pivotalycon 
nected to Said central Section on opposite sides thereof 
and pivotalin opposite directions between upper re 
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tracted positions wherein said side Sections extend Sub 
stantially perpendicularly from said central section and 
extended positionswherein said side sections extendout 
wardy of Said central Section and in horizontal align 
ment therewith,each of Said side Sections havinga lon 
gitudinalfloat means along a lateraly outward portion 
thereof which extends downwardly and outwardly of 
Said central section when Said side sections are in re 
tracted positions;and cooperable means on Said central 
Sectionand Saidside Sectionsforrigidlysecuringsaidside 
Sections to Said central section when said side sections 
arein Saidextended positions,each of Said sections hav 
inga frame,and a deck means secured to Said frame, 
Said deck means of Said Sections yingina substantialy 
common horizontal plane when Said side sectionsarein 
Saidextendedpositions,Saidframe of Saidcentralportion 
having side portions extending outwardy of its deck 
means and Said frames of Said side Sections having por 
tions underlying Said frame of said centralsection;said 
cooperable means including means for securing Said 
underlying portionsto Said frame of said centralsection? 
17,The boat of claim 16,wherein said cooperable 

meansincludes meansfor Securing Said side sectionsto 
Said side portionsof Saidframe ofsaid centralsection? 
18.The boat of claim17,and means operativeyas 

Sociated with Said central Section and Said side sections 
biasing Said Sectionstoward Said retracted positions? 
19?The boatof claim16,wherein said frame ofsaid 

centralSectionis providedwith meansforattachingsaid 
boattoatowingVehicle? 
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