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Application filed February 23, 1929. Serial No. 341,934. 
This invention relates to an improved con 

struction of clip and method of forming the 
same of sheet stock; and the object of the 
invention is to provide a gripping clip formed 
of sheet metal having a pair of spaced side 
arms with a connecting cross bar at One end 
and a central flexible cooperating gripping 
tongue member formed integral with the 
stock at one end of the side arms and extend 
ing along between them, the tongue having 
an enlargement arranged to engage the side 
arms with inherent spring tension of the 
stock. 
A further object of the invention is in the 

manner of cutting the blank in outline from 
resilient sheet stock and piercing out portions 
of the stock along the opposite side edges and 
one end of the blank forming side arms con 
Tnected at one end by a cross bar and provid 
ing a central resilient tongue member with 
a T-shaped cross head. The side arms after 
having been formed are bent inwardly to 
ward each other a distance sufficient to permit 
the T-head of the tongue to rest thereon and 
are spaced such a width as to permit the head 
to be passed endways thru the space between 
the arms for setting spring tension in the 
tongue and then threaded back to engage the 
side arms and grip the engaged article there 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention consists of certain novel features 
of construction, as will be more fully de 
scribed, and particularly pointed out in the 
appended claims. 

In the accompanying drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of my im 

proved clip. 
Fig.2 shows the clip in operative position 

engaging the edge of the material to be clamped. 
Fig. 3 is a perspective view showing the 

blank from which the clip is cut and show 
ing the form of clip in dotted lines. 
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Fig. 4 shows the clip as cut from the blank. 
Fig. 5 shows the clip with its side arms 

bent inwardly toward each other to engage 
the cross head of the tongue. 

Fig. 6 is an edge view of the clip as shown 
in Fig. 5. 

Fig. 7 is a view of the head of the tongue 
as having been passed thru the space between 
the side arms and bent downwardly to set 
spring tension in the tongue. 

Fig. 8 is a section on line 8-8 of Fig. 5 
showing the cross head of the tongue as rest 
ing upon the side arms of the clip. 

Fig. 9 is a section online 9-9 of Fig. 5 and 
showing the offsetting from the plane of the 
side arms that portion of the tongue which 
connects it to the side arms. 

Fig. 10 is a view illustrating the shank of 
the tongue without being pierced longitudi 
nally thru its center. 

It is found in the practical use of clips of 
this character, of advantage to form the same 
of resilient flat stock so as to take up the min 
imum space edgeways and to lie flat against 
the article to which it is attached also one 
that may be made of precious metals with 
sufficient space on its face to receive the de 
sired decoration and also it is desired that a 
clip of this character may be formed by a 
cutting and punching or piercing operation 
in which the cooperating engaging or grip 
ping tongue may be formed from the stock 
Within its margin so that it may be construct 
ed with the minimum amount of waste ma 
terial; and the following is a detailed de 
scription of the present embodiment of my 
invention and showing one construction by 
which these advantageous results may be ac complished. 
With reference to the drawings, 10 desig 

nates the body of the clip which is provided 
with a pair of spaced arms 11 connected 
acroSS One end by the cross bar 12. A cen 
tral tongue member 13 formed from the stock 
within the margin of the body is connected 
at One end 14 to the ends of the side arms 
opposite to their connecting cross bar 12. 
This tongue member extends longitudinally 

between these side arms 11 and is provided 
with a cross head 15 which is formed in 
tegral therewith. 
The tongue is of a length substantially 

shorter than that of the side arms to form 
and provide an entering mouth between the 
tongue and the arms. 
These side arms 11 after having been first 
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formed straight are bent inwardly toward 
each other at the points 16 so that the cross 
head 15 may rest upon these side arms and 
cooperate there with to bite the stock to be 
engaged between them. The tension may be 
set in this tongue 13 by tipping its cross head 
15 edgeways to be passed thru the space be 
tween the side arms into the position illus 
trated in Fig. 7 for the purpose of setting a 
tension in the tongue and then the head may 
be threaded back to lie upon the side arms 
to cooperate there with in gripping the mate 
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rial to be engaged between them. - - 
In some instances it is found of advantage 

to offset the connecting portion 14 of the 
tongue upwardly from the plane of the side 
arias So as to permit the tongue to lie flat 
along the surface of the material to be 
gripped when several thicknesses are engaged 
thereby. 
Also in Some instances, instead of forming 

the central slot 17 along the length of the 
tongue. I may form the tongue without this 
slot as illustrated in Fig. 10. My improved clip is very simple, prac 
tical and inexpensive in construction and by 
being formed of flat stock enables its face to 
be ornamented to be very handsoine and at 
tractive in appearance to be used for per 
sonal wear such for instance as a tie clip 
if desired. Also by being formed of spring 
stock its grip may be quite effective in retain 
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ing material placed between the tongue and 
the body. 
The foregoing description is directed solely 

towards the construction illustrated, but I 
desire it to be understood that I reserve the 
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privilege of resorting to all the mechanical 
changes to which the device is susceptible, the 
invention being defined and limited only by 
the terms of the appended claims. 

I claim: - 
1. A clip formed of sheet netal stock 

stamped or cut out to form a body portion 
s having a pair of spaced side aims with a con necting cross bar at one end, and an integral 

elongated flexible tongue member within the 
margin of the body and connected to the other 
ends of said side arms and extending along 
between, the said side arms and having an 
enlargement extending over and engaging 
said side arms with inherent spring tension 
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in the stock, said side arms being inset at the 
point of engagement with said enlargement. 

2. A clip formed of sheet metal stock 
stamped or cut out to form a body portion 
having a pair of elongated spaced side arms 
connected at one end by a cross bar, and an 
integral elongated flexible tongue member 

1,778,428 
against said side arms with inherent spring 
pressure. 

3. A clip formed of sheet metal stock 
stamped or cut out to form a body portion 
having a pair of elongated spaced side arms 
connected at one end by a cross bar, and an 
integral elongated flexible tongue within the 
margin of the body and of a length less than 
that of said side arms and connected at one 
end to the other, ends of said side arms, the 
free end of said tongue having a cross head 
of a width. Substantially that of the space be 
tween the cross bar end, said side arms be 
ing inset to be engaged with pressure by said 
tongue cross head due to the inherent spring 
of the stock. - - - - 

4. A clip formed of sheet metal stock 
stamped or cut out to form a pair of elongated 
spaced side arms connected at one end by a 
crossbar, an elongated flexible tongue of a 
length less than that of said side arms and 
connected at one end to the other ends of said 
side arms, the stock at the point of connec 
tion being raised above the plane of the side 
arms, said arms being inset, and the free end 
of Said tongue having a cross head of a 
Width greater than said inset arms and en 
gaging said arms, with pressure due to the 
inherent Spring of the stock. 

5. A method of forming a sheet metal clip, 
which consists in cutting the blank in out 
line from resilient sheet stock, piercing out 
portions of the stock spaced inwardly from 
the margin of the blank and along the op 
posite side edges and one end of the blank 
forming side arms connected at one end by 
an end crossbar and forming a central tongue 
with a T-shaped head member, bending the 
central tongue downwardly to impart ten 
sion thereto, bending the side arms inwardly 
sufficiently to permit this T-head to rest there 
on but of a width to permit this head to be 
threaded edgeways thru the space between 
the arms, and then threading the head back 
thru this space to cooperate with the side 
arms to form a pair of gripping jaws. 

In testimony whereof affix my signature. 
- EUGENE MOREHOUSE. 

within the margin of the body and of a length 
less than said side arms and connected at 
one end to the other ends of said side arms 
to lie between them, the free end of said 
tongue having a cross head arranged to lie 
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