ABSTRACT

“MIRROR WITH OPTIONAL PROTECTIVE PAINT LAYER, AND/OR METHODS OF
MAKING THE SAME”

Certain example embodiments of this invention relate to sputtered aluminum second surface
mirrors with permanent protective coatings optionally provided thereto, and/or methods of
making the same. A mirror coating-supported by a substrate may include, for example, first and
second silicon-inclusive layers sandwiching a metallic or substantially metallic layer including
aluminum, and an optional layer including Ni and/or Cr in direct contact with the metallic or
substantially metallic layer comprising aluminum. A protective paint is disposed directly over
and contacting an outermost layer of the mirror coating. The protective paint, once applied and
cured, is adapted to survive seven day exposure to an 85 degree C temperature at 85% relative
humidity, as well as seven day exposure to a 49 degree C temperature at 100% relative

humidity.
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Glass Side Reflectance vs Wavelength,
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