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. This invention relates to an incandescent lamp
fixture ‘and particularly to such a fixture that
permits mounting of ‘an annular fuorescent light
tube in a predetermined relationship to the in-
“tandescent lamp -diffuser bowl mounted on the
“fixture. :

The ‘combination ‘of a conventional incandes-
cent light bulb shielded by a- diffuser bowl and
an “annular fluorescent light tube encircling a
portion of the diffuser bow! is known. In such
combinations it has heretofore been impossible

- %o position the annular fluorescent tube close to
the diffuser bowl a} or substantially at the max-
imum periphery of the bowl, for the supports
for the fluorescent tube required that the tube
be positioned at a higher “or Jower level. The
result was that the lights from the two different
‘sources did not truly complement each other,
but caused shadows and detracted from the effi-
‘ciency of the combination ‘of ‘light sources.

In the improved fixture of the present inven-
tion there is provided means for supporting an
annular fluorescent tube closely about a diffuser
bowl ih a horizontal plane at or substantially at

‘the maximum periphery of the bowl, without the

necessity of making either the tube or the diffuser
bowl of special size. As is known, the annular
fluorescent tube and diffuser bowl are conven-
tional articles which are available on the market
only in standardized sizes. These conventional
standardized articles are used in accordance with
the present invention. '

The fixture of the present invention also pro-
vides improved means for supporting the anny-
lar fluorescent tube against movement in its
horizontal plane in any direction,

The structure by which the various results
described above are attained will be described in
connection with the accompanying drawings, in
which:

Figure 1 is a fragmentary berspective view of
a lamp fixture embodying the invention;

Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken along the
line 2—2 of FMig, 1, showing the electrical con-
nection and the supports for the annular fluores-
cent light tube;

Fig. 3 is a side elevational view, taken along
the line 3-—3 of Figure 2, but with the diffuser
bowl not shown;

Fig. 4 is a side elevational view, taken along
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more clearly the socket for the terminal ‘prongs
of the tube and the means to prevent -lateral
movement thereof;

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary bottom view of the an-
nular fluorescent light tube showing the termi-
nal prongs; and ;

Fig, 7 is a cross-sectional view, taken -along
the line T—7 of Fig. 3. S

In the drawing the reference numeral | indi-
cates a socket housing mounted on a shaft 2
which leads to a suitable base (not shown). The
lower portion of the socket housing has a switch
body § and is provided with an aperture 4 to pro-
vide access to a switch button-or lever 5. The
switch body has a conventional socket- (not
shown) incorporated therein, and an incandes-
cent light bulb 6 is threaded into the socket.
The socket housing | is provided with g periph- -
eral flange 7 adjacent the top of the switch body.
A diffuser bowl 8 or other reflector has its lower
section 9 mounted in the socket housing with its
‘edge resting on the flange or ledge 1.

The diffuser bowl illustrated in the drawings
comprises a cylindrical lower section 9, a central
globular section (8 whose diameter increases

from the point adjacent the lower section to a
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maximum at its mid-point, and then decreases
until the section merges into a cylindrical upper

section 1. - Both' cylindrical sections are open

ended to facilitate insertion and removal of in-
candescent light bulbs 6 from the socket.

An arm (2 rigidly mounted on the socket hous-
ing 1 projects therefrom and terminates adja-
cent the maximum periphery of the diffuser bowl.
The end of the arm 12 is bifurcated, as indicated
at 18 and 14, for a purpose hereinafter described.
A socket 18 is rigidly mounted on the arm 12 at
the bifurcation so that the plug receiving surface
16 is positioned betwéen the bifurcated portions
13 and 14. The arm {2 is preferably V-shaped
in cross-section and wires 17 leading from the
socket are substantially concealed by the sides
of the V. The wires are led from the socket
through an aperture 18 in the socket housing to
a source of electrical current. The aperture 18
is also substantially concealed by the arm 12,

An annular fluorescent light tube {9 is pro-

" vided with terminal brongs 20 that are engageable
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the line 4—4 of Fig. 2, with the diffuser bowl not -

shown;

Fig. 5 is a top elevational view, taken along
the line 5—5 of Figure 3, but showing the annu-
Jar fluorescent light tube in dotted lines to show
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with recesses 21 in the socket to pravide electrical
contact. Anarm 22 rigidly mounted on the socket
housing 1 projects therefrom at a point dia-
metrically opposite the arm (2 ang terminates
adjacent the maximum periphery of the diffuser
bowl. The end of the arm 22 is bifurcated to
provide two horizontally extending bracket
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members 23 and 24. These members are curved
slightly, as indicated at 25, and cooperate with the
socket 15, at the opposite side of the annular tube,
to support the tube closely around the maximum
periphery of the diffuser bowl. This three point
support is sufficient to hold the annular tube in
its horizontal plane, but can not hold the tube
against slicht lateral movement in its horizontal
plane which may sometimes oceur because the
engagement between the prongs 20 and the re-
cesses 21 must be loose enough to permit easy
insertion and removal of the prongs.

In order to provide support for the tube against
such lateral movement in any direction in its hori-
zontal plane the arm 12 is bifurcated at its upper
end to provide a pair of oppositely directed fingers
i3 and 14, each of which is shaped to partially
embrace the lower portion of the inside wall of
the tube, as indicated at 26 and 21. When the
tube is supported on the socket i5 and the bracket
members 23 and 24 the portions 26 and 21 of
the fingers 13 and 14 engage the inside wall of the
tube on opposite sides of the socket 5 to prevent
lateral movement of the tube. The fingers i3 and
14 incidentally furnish two additional points of
support supplementing the socket 15 and the
bracket members 23 and 24. The area of each
supporting member which comes into contact
with the glass of the annular fluorescent tube is
preferably padded with any suitable insulating
material to prevent discoloration of the tube.

Although I have described a preferred embodi-
ment of my invention in detail, it will be under-
stood that the description thereof is intended to

- be illustrative, rather than restrictive, as many
. details may be modified or changed without de-
‘parting from the spirit or scope of my invention.
"Accordingly, I do not intend to be bound to the
exact construction described, except as limited
by the appended claims.

I claim:

1. In a lamp fixture, a socket housing, a diffuser
bowl supported by said socket housing, an aunular

 fluorescent lisht tube having an inside diameter
_slightly in excess of the maximum diameter of
said diffuser bowl, a pair of arms projecting
from opposite sides of said socket housing and
terminating in a plane adjacent the maximum
 diameter of said diffuser bowl, each of said arms
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having its free end bifurcated to furnish two
spaced areas of support for said annular tube,
the bifurcated ends of each of said arms extend-
ing in opposite directions circumferentially of
said annular tube, and each end being shaped in
cross section to partially embrace the lower in-
gide wall of the annular tube, and a socket
mounted on one of said arms between its bifurcat-
ed ends, said socket cooperating with said bi-
furcated ends to support said tube closely around
said diffuser bowl. )

2. In a lamp fixture, a socket housing, a diffuser
bowl supported by said housing, a pair of op-
positely disposed diverging arms rigidly secured
to said housing and terminating at a horizontal
level adjacent the maximum periphery of said
diffuser bow! and on opposite sides thereof, a
socket mounted on one of said arms, and an an-
nular fiuorescent lisht tube extending closely
around said diffuser bowl adjacent its maximum
periphery, said tube being supported by said
socket and said other arm, said first meniioned
arm being bifurcated and said bifurcated portions
on each side of said socket extending in opposite
directions circumferentially of said annular tube
and having a cross section shaped tc engage and
partially embrace the lower inside wall of the
annular tube to prevent lateral displacement.

HAROLD BRANDEIS.
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