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To all whom it may concern: . . . . . 
Be it known that we, HENRY GENGEMBRE 

HUBERT and CHARLEs GENGEMBREHUBERT, 
both of the city of New York, in the county of 
New York and State of New York, have in 
vented a new and useful Improvement in Rib 
bon-Fasteners and in Ribbon Making Up, of 
which the following is a specification: 
This invention relates to the making up and 

fastening upon the block silk ribbons which 
are Wound or rolled upon said block or reel; 
and it consists in an improved fastener used in 
combination with the ribbon and block, where 
by a better arrangement of the ribbon is ob 
tained than at present found in the trade. 

Heretofore silk ribbons which are Wound 
or rolled upon blocks or reels have been kept 
from unrolling by inserting pins through the 
end and through several thicknesses or turns 
of the ribbon. Whenever the ribbon is par 
tially unrolled for inspection and rolled again, 
the pins have to be taken out and stuck in 
again, so that the ribbon soon gets disfigured 
all over by pin-marks, which, with certain deli 
cate shades and fabrics, are so injurious as to 
render the ribbon entirely worthless. At 
tempts have been made to hold the ribbon 
from unrolling by means of a spring, slip, or 
drag, and also by means of a slip-ring through 
which two of the turns of the ribbon were 
passed; but, although these devices have to a 
certain extent been used for tapes and Woolen 
braids of fuzzy nature, they have proved worth 
less for silk ribbons, which, owing to their 
glossy nature, will, in the case of a ring, slide 
and allow the whole bolt to become loose; and, 
in the case of the spring, slip, or drag, when 
the spring is made to press upon the slip 
with sufficient force to retain the coil of rib 
bon tight, it will scratch, distort, and destroy 
the ribbon when it is pulled from under the 
drag for unrolling a part of the ribbon, so that, 
as stated above, the only mode of getting up 
ribbon now in the trade is by sticking pins 
through said ribbon. 
To remedy these defects, we make up our 

ribbons by passing one or more turns and the 
end of the ribbon through a fastener so con 
structed that it shall at pleasure either allow 
of the several thicknesses of ribbon to slide 
freely through it without causing injury there 

to, or at pleasure so press all the thicknesses 
of ribbon together between smooth surfaces 
as to effectually prevent the ribbon sliding, 
and thereby hold it tightly coiled upon the 
block or reel without the slightest injury to 
the most delicate fabric or tint of said ribbon. 
The distinctive character of our fastener is 

that it has two or more smooth parallel pieces. 
so arranged and connected with each other 
that they may be spread apart to admit of sev 
eral thicknesses of ribbon passing freely be 
tween them, and provided with means of bring 
ing nearer and holding nearer to each other 
the said pieces, in order to clasp or press to 
gether all the thicknesses of ribbon passed be 
tween them, and so effectually prevent the 
ribbon from slipping without injuring the fab 
ric or tint of the ribbon. 

In the accompanying drawing, in which simi 
lar letters represent like parts, Figure 1 is a 
perspective view of a bolt of ribbon made up 
upon a block, T, with our improved fastener. 
Fig. 2 is a cross-section through the line XX 
of one of our improved fasteners when open to 
allow of the ribbon being drawn through it, 
Fig. 3 is a similar view of the same when 
closed or shut so as to retain the ribbon from 
unrolling, and Fig. 4 is a top view of our im 
proved fastener. , , 
A is the bottom piece, which may be a sin 

gle flat piece or several small pieces, provided 
they present a suitable surface for pressing 
against, and are perfectly smooth, so as not to 
injure the ribbon. 
B is the top piece, which may be made of 

any ornamental shape or design, provided it 
has the requisite configuration to correspond 
With the piece A employed therewith, and pre 
sent a surface suitable for pressing upon the 
ribbon without injuring the same. 
The pieces A and B are S0 connected to. 

gether and guided, one in regard to the other, 
that they may be spread apart to admit sev. 
eral thicknesses of ribbon and allow them to 
slip freely between the said pieces; and they 
are provided with suitable means of adjust 
ment, so as to tighten or press together the 
several thicknesses of ribbon, in order to pre 
vent the same from slipping one on the other 
or between the pieces A and B. 

In our present illustration this connection 

  



and arrangement of the pieces A and B is made 
as follows: D D are the two ends or sides, 
fastened to the end of piece A, and having 
suitable slots or bosses or other means for guid 
ing the piece B, and also holes for pivoting 
the eccentric-roller C. 
C is an eccentric or calm roller, having a han 

dle, O, which may be made of any design. 
The roller C is pivoted at ee, in such a man 
ner that when the handle O is turned one way 
it will allow the pieces A and B to spread 
apart, (see Fig. 2,) and when turned the other 
way it will press the two pieces A and B to 
gether. (See Fig. 3.) 

In making up ribbons with our improved 
fastener, after the ribbon is rolled upon a block 
or reel the end of the ribbon or of the ribbon and 
paper strip, as the case may be, is or are passed 
between the pieces A and B, (the handle Obe 
ing as in Fig. 2,) and sufficient ribbon is drawn 
through to pass around the bolt of ribbon, when 
the end is again passed through the fastener 
upon the first lap of ribbon and under the piece 
B. This may be repeated a second and a third 
time with certain kinds of ribbons, when, the 
fastener being brought to its proper place 
that is, near the end of the ribbon-and the 
handle O turned so as to close the fastener, 
(see Fig. 3,) it will be found that the ribbon 
is held perfectly firm upon the block or reel. 

For unrolling any amount of ribbon, if the 
fastener is open, (see Fig. 2,) by holding the 
bolt suspended by the fastener between the 
thumb and finger of the left hand and pulling 
the ribbon by the end with the right hand, it 
will unroll freely to any length, and by closing 
the fastener the balance of the coil will re 
main tight upon the block. 
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In rolling up again the ribbon, (if the loose 
end be slightly raised with the right hand,) the 
notches a a? will act as a guide and keep the 
ribbon perfectly central upon the block or reel. 
We have represented our improved fastener 

in one shape and construction; but it is evi 
dent that it can be constructed of different 
shapes or designs; also, that the means of 
bringing the top and bottom pieces together 
may be other than by an eccentric or cam, for 
a wedge, a screw, or other devices might be 
used, and answer the same purpose. 
Another equivalent of our improved fast 

ener would be to have the top and bottom 
pieces kept tightly pressed together by a spring, 
and to force them apart by some bolt, wedge, 
cam, or other devices, which would cause the 
fastener to act in the same manner as We Con 
template it to act-that is to say, to release or 
to hold firmly without indenting, bending, 
twisting, or creasing the ribbon, but only 
pressing upon it. 
What we claim as our invention is 
1. A ribbon-fastener consisting of two or 

more cross-pieces, A B, guiding ends D, and 
eccentric-roller C, with or without the handle 
O, all constructed substantially as specified. 

2. In a device for keeping ribbons tightly 
coiled, the holding cross-pieces, made adjusta 
ble by means of guiding end pieces, and a cam 
or eccentric, all substantially as set forth. 

H. GENGEMBRE, HUBERT. 
C. GENGEMBRE. HUBERT. 

Witnesses: 
JoHN HARDY, 
JOHN T. BOYD. 

  


