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To all, whom it may concern: 
Beit known that we, GEORGE C. WYATT 

and JOSEPH K. WILLIAMSON, citizens of the 
United States of America, residing at Rome, 
in the county of Floyd and State of Georgia, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Burial-Waults, of which the 
following is a specification, reference being 
had therein to the accompanying drawings. 
This invention relates to burial-vaults, and 

has for its object the production of a new and 
improved vault which shall be perfectly air 
and Water tight and secure from the molesta 
tion of vandals, and which shall be inexpen 
sive and capable of being readily and easily 
COnstructed either above or beneath the 
ground. 
The invention comprises a vault having an 

upper continuous groove or recess the walls 
of which have coincident recesses or inden 
tations, and a cover provided with a continu 
ous tongue corresponding with and designed 
to fit in said groove or recess and having 
transverse holes or openings extending there 
through and located coincident with the re 
Cesses or indentations in the walls of said 
groove or recess, whereby liquid cement will 
firmly lock said cover in place, substantially 
as hereinafter fully set forth, and particularly 
pointed out in the claim. 
In the aécompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a central longitudinal sectional view. Fig.2 
is a transverse sectional view taken at right 
angles to Fig. 1. Fig. 2 is a detail sectional 
view showing a portion of the connecting 
tongue and coincident hole and recesses or 
indentations, the same being taken on the 

Fig. 3 represents a groove 
forming bar employed in making the base for 
the vault, 

Referring to the drawings, A designates the 
body or main portion of our vault, which is 
composed entirely of cement, the ordinary 
Portland cement being preferably employed. 
The body A consists of two side and two end 
Walls forming a central chamber or compart 
menta, wherein the box containing the casket 
is designed to be placed. In the upper end 
of body A is formed a continuous groove or 
recess a?, and in the parallel side walls a 
thereof are formed opposite recesses or in 
dentations aº. 

B is the arched cover, also composed entirely 
of cement, and from its lower edge projects a 
continuous tongueb, which corresponds with 
the groove or recessa', wherein it is designed 
to snugly fit. In this tongue are formed trans 
verse holes or openings b', which when the 
cover is in position are coincident with the 
recesses or indentations a in the Walls of Said 
groove or recess. Before placing the COVer 
in position liquid cement is poured into the 
groove or recess a?, and thus when the tongue 
enters said groove or recess the liquid cement 
will pass through the holes or openings b' and 
be forced into the recesses or indentations a, 
and when the same hardens the eover is firmly 
locked or held in position. 
Our improved vault is applicable for use 

both above and beneath the ground. In Fig. 
2 we have shown the same as being built be 
neath the earth's surface. In thus building 
the vault the course pursued is as follows: 
The grave is made in the ordinary Way, the 
opening being somewhat larger than usual. 
We first prepare a bed or base C of cement 
by placing the same. between two longitudi 
nal parallel L-shaped bars D, located at the 
sides of the grave. The bars D are beveled 
or inclined on the upper surfaces of their 
horizontal portions, so that when the cement 
becomes sufficiently hard they can be readily 
removed, thus leaving grooves or recesses d 
in the under surface of the bed or base C. 
While the cement is hardening, grOOVeS or 
recesses d’ d’ are formed in the upper Surface 
of the bed or base parallel with the sides and 
ends thereof. The box containing the casket 
is then lowered onto the bed or base, and the 
body A of the vault is built up around it by 
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pouring in the cement which composes the 
same, said cement entering the grooves or re 
cesses did din the under and upper surfaces 
of the bed or base, and thus the body A is 
firmly locked to the latter. Before the cem 
ent comprising the body hardens the groove 
or recess a? is formed in its upper end, and 
the recesses or indentations a are chiseled 
out from the walls of said groove or recess. 
Liquid cement is then placed in this latter 
groove or recess, and the cover is then put in 

OC) 

position, its tongue snugly fitting Said groove 
or recess and being firmly locked by the liq 
uid cement entering the transverse holes or 
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openings b' and the recesses or indentations 
Ct. The same course is followed when the 
vault is to be located above the ground, save 
that a fence or boarding must be employed 
to hold the cement composing the body A in 
place during the formation of the latter. 
The advantages of our invention are ap 

parent, and it will be especially observed that 
aS Constructed the vault is solid and air and 
water tight, is much cheaper than any other 
known form of vault, can be quickly made, 
and is permanent, secure, and durable. 
We claim as our invention 
The herein-described improved burial-vault, 

having its body composed entirely of cement 
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and provided with an upper continuous groove 
or recess, the walls of which have opposite re 
cesses or indentations, and a cover also com 
posed entirely of cement and having a de 
pending tongue fitting said groove or recess 
and provided with transverse holes or open 
ing coincident with said recesses or indenta 
tions, substantially as set forth. 

In testimony whereof we affix our signatures 
in presence of two witnesses. 

GEORGE C. WYATT. 
JOSEPH K. WILLIAMSON. 

Witnesses: 
M. D. MICOSKEE, 
R. V. ALLEN. 
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