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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THERON TUTTLE, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of the
city of Brooklyn, in the county of Kings, in
the State of New York, have invented & new
and useful Game-Platform, of which the fol-
lowing is a description.

The object of the invention is to provide a
novel and useful game-platform, for use in
playing in-door games, one or more, which
are somewhat modified from the ordinary
game of billiards, the modifications being due,
in the main, to the novel elements and com-

binations of elements embodied in the plat-

form.

The invention consists in a novel platform,
table, or board, which may be of any conven-
ient or suitable dimensions, which is provided
upon its generally flat surface with a cen-
tral discharging-stand, and with a series of

~upwardly - extending deflecting projections,

which are of such material and such configa-
ration as to adapt them to deflect suitable
balls with which, in part, the game is to be

played, and to cause such balls to be moved,

upon the surface of the platform, through

-various distances, and into various positions,

according to the degree of the force with
which, or to the direction in which, they are
impelled. ,

The invention consistsalso in a game-plat-
form which has a generally flat surface, which
is provided around its margin with a deflect-
ing-rim or guard; which is provided upon its
flat surface, with a central econe, pyramid or
other upwardly-tapered discharging-station
or playing-stand; which is provided, around

such station or stand, with a series of con-’

verging sections the boundaries of which are
defined by suitable division-lines, produced

upon the surface of the platform, each of such

" converging sections abutting upon the base
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of the station or stand, and each being pro-
vided with an upwardly-extending projection,
one or more, which -is adapted to withstand
the impact of the projectiles which are dis-
charged fromtheapex of the station or stand,
and to deflect them across, or into, one of the
contiguous or neighboring sections or areas.

The invention consists also in a game-plat-

form or apparatus in which are combined,
-upon a flat surface, and within an inclosing
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rim, a central discharging-station or playing-
stand, two inwardly-couverging ball-sections
each of which extends from a corner of the
platform to the base of the station or stand,
and each of which has a ball-station or base,
and a vertically-arranged deflecting-pin, be-
tween the ball-station and the base of the sta-
tion or stand; and a series of target-sections
or receiving-sections which together embrace
those portions of the platform which are not
occupied by the ball-station sections, and each
of whichisprovided with an upwardly-extend-
ing deflecting-projection,—one or more.

The invention consists alsoin various novel
combinations of elements in or in connection
with a game-platform or game-apparatus, as
will appear from the succeeding detailed de-
scription of the construection and operation
thereof, and from the specific and distinet
claims of novelty which succeed such detailed
description.

In the accompanying drawings, which con-
stitute a part of this specification, Figure 1

represeits a top plan view of the game plat-

form or table. - Fig. 2 represents a vertical
section takenon the irregular broken line
y y.of Fig. 1. Fig. 8 is a detail vertical sec-

tion in the line z 2z -of Fig. 1.

Referring now more in detail to the draw-
ings, it will be seen that the body a, of the
platform A, is of rectangular form, and of
uniform thickness, and that along its margin
it is inclosed by a vertical guard or deflecting
rim 7, which extends upwardly a suitable dis-
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tance above the surface of the body a. Along

two opposite sides of the platform, and
mounted in suitable corner bearings b, are ex-
tended wires w and w? upon each of which
is a series of tallying-rings %

From the surfaceof the platform,at the cen-
ter thereof, rises the upwardly-tapering dis-
charging-station or playing-stand ¢ ¢. The
remaining portion of the space embraced
within the rim =, is divided into twelve sec-
tions,—a?, a3, a4, &2, a’, &', %, o, ¥, o', a™?, and
a'®,—which are arranged as follows: At what,
for convenience, may be termed the top of
the platform, is the approximately triangular
section a®, which, by its base or longer side,
extends along the side of the platform, toward
the two upper corners of the same, and for
adistance equal toabout two-thirds theshorter

9o

95

I0C



IO

I3

20

25

30

35

40

43

50

55

6o

65

diameter of such platform. The body of the
section extends, in converging lines, from the
side of the platform toward the center of the
discharging-station or playing-stand a ¢, and
abuts, by its cut-out apex, upon the base of
such station or stand, As will be seen, this
broad section a? is provided with a triangular
deflector d,~the apex of which is in coineci-
dence with the station or stand, with the
slightly curved deflector d? which is concen-
tric with the station or stand, and with the
intermediate space s. At the left and at the
right, respectively, of the platform, and of its
top section @ are the sections a¢’and ab, which
inextentand configuration arelike each other,
and like the section a?, already deseribed.
These corresponding sections, a® and a% are
provided, respectively, with theinner triangu-
lar deflectors, d® and d*, and with the outer
deflectors, d® and df which are slightly in-
wardly curved, in correspondence with the
curved deflector d% in the upper section a?
Opposite the section a®at the top of the board
or platform, is the hottom or base-section o,
which in the main is like the sections a3, af,
and ¢, but which has a single deflector, d7,
only, which is composed of an inwardly di-
rected triangular portion ¢,and an outwardly-
extending stem or trunk o0 {. At theleft and
at the right, respectively, of the top section ¢,
and between that section and the lateral sec-
tions,a® and a? are the relatively narrow cor-
ner-sections or intermediate sections, a®and
o, the converging sides of which are straight,
and the inner and outer extremities of which
are curved in parallel planes which are con-
centric with the axis of the discharging-sta-
tion,—theouter extremities of the sections, by
their corners, touching the rim » of the plat-
form, and the reduced inner extremities ex-
tending tothe base of the discharging-station.
Upon each of these sections, near the outer
extremity thereof, and in a plane which ex-
tends diagonally from the corner of the plat-
form to the center of the discharging-station,
is a small circle or dot b s, which designates
one of the ball-stations or target-bases; and
in the same plane, at a point about midway
between the center of the discharging-station
and the outer extremity of the section, is a
vertical pin or peg p. Diagonally opposite
the sections a*and a%, are the two correspond-
ing corner-sections a® and a8, which, as will be
seen, closely resemble the sections a® and ot
They have, however, instead of the ball-sta-
tions or target-bases b s, curved deflectors (®
and d”, respectively; bat, like their coincident
corner-sections they are provided, each, with
a vertical peg or pin p.

In the corners of the platform, outside the

broad extremities of the intermediate sections
a?, at, af, and ab are the relatively small, ap-
proximately triangular sections a®, a'', a3,
and a%, the two former being at the top or
upper extremity of the platform, and the two
latter at the base thereof. The sections ql
and a4 are plain,—that is, without deflectors
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or other obstructions,~~while the sections a!?
and a'® have, at their outer extremity, deflec-
tors d¥ and d',, respectively, of the triangular
form represented.

For use in connection with the platform,
suitable balls b*, will be provided. Upon the
sections a? at, @b d’ a’, a%, &b, af, a'%, !, a®?,
and a'®, are represented respectively, the fig-
ures, 1, 1, 2, 3, 3, 4, 4, and 5, and the ciphers,
0,0,0,0; and in the spaces s, s% and s of
the sections a? af, o are like ciphers, 0, 0, 0.

As will be obvious, other figures, or other
arrangements of the same figures, might be
adopted instead of these.

It will be understood that the apparatus
may be composed, either wholly or in part, of
wood, or of any other suifable material or
materials. The deflectors or buffers will be
formed from a flexible or elastic substance, or
they will be faced or covered with a suitable
deflecting material, and if desired, the inner
face of the inclosing-guard or rim, may have
a cushion surface, to deflect the projectiles,
and suppress the sound otherwise resulting
from concussion.

Instead of a cone, a pyramid may be em-
ployed, its planes and bases being arranged
at 4 right angle with the radial intermediate
sections a?, of, a% and af as indicated by the
broken lines which in Fig. Laredrawn through
the plan of the cone, and it will be obvious that
any polygonal, nupwardly-tapered station or
stand, may be employed with equal effective-
ness, in connection with the described plat-
form. '

The cone, the pins p, and the series of de-
flectors, may all be made detachable from the
body a, for renewal, or for repair.

It will be apparent that some of the parts
of which the apparatus is composed, might be
transposed, and that some of the minor ele-
ments might be discarded altogether, with-
out departing from the limits of this inven-
tion; also,that a segment of the cone, or pyra-
mid, at the apex thereof, might be removed,
to provide a seat forasingle ball or “shooter.”

In the use of the platform or apparatus,
four balls are employed, eaclh of the two con-
testing parties placing one ball which may be
called the flying-target, or field-ball, upon one
of the stations b s, and each retaining a sec-
ond ball which, for convenience, is termed
the “shooter,”—the balls being marked, for
identification, in any suitable manner. One
of the contestants then plays his “shooter”
upon the target-ball previously placed by him-
self upon one of the stations b s, the play be-
ing made by permitting the “shooter” to roll
from the top to the bottom of the playing-
stand, and thence, directly or indirectly, to-
ward the target-station, the object being to
strike the first target-ball in such manner and
with such force that it shall move and come
to rest within some other section which has a
positive numerical value, and so that if pos-
sible the “shooter ” may also strike the oppo-
nent’s target-ball. The “shooter” is then re-
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moved from the platform, and the target-ball
is left in the position in which it came to rest,
so that it will usually present varied compli-
cations in methods of striking it with the
“shooter.” The same player is not permitted
to make two shots in succession, but having
made one, whether successful, or unsuccess-
ful, he must give place to his opponent.

Each playerscores one for striking his own
target-ball; two, for striking his own target-
ball and that of his opponent, and as many
in addition thereto, as may be indicated by
the difference, in numerical value, between
the numeral of the section from which the ball
is propelled, and the numeral of the section
in which theball comes to rest. When how-
ever, the ball finds lodgment in any one of
the spaces or sections in which a cipher is
represented, the shot goes for nanght,

The game may be played by two, four, or
six persons, and the side first scoring thirty
points, succeeds.

It is obvious that the plays may be made,
and the score computed, in various other ways
which will readily suggest themselves to in-
telligent players.

The invention having been thus described,
what is claimed is—

1. The herein - described game- platform,
having the rectangular body ¢, the inclosing
guard or rim r; a central upwardly-tapered
discharging-station or playing-stand, having
a straight-sided wholly unobstructed surface,
so that a ball may roll, from its apex to its
base, toward any of the ball-stations upon the

platform; the broad, lateral, inwardly - con-.

verging sections; and the narrow, intermedi-
ate, inwardly - diminishing sections, one or
more of which is provided with a ball-station,
and with a fixed, vertically-arranged deflect-
ing-standard or pin;—all the converging sec-
tions abutting the base of the central, up-
wardly-tapered discharging-station or play-
ing-stand.

2. In a game-platform, the combination
with a flat rectangular body, of a central up-
wardly-tapered discharging-station or play-
ing -stand; lateral sections which converge
upon the base of the central station or stand,
and which are each provided with an up-
wardly-extending deflector, one or more; and
obliquely -extending sections, which are ar-
ranged in alternation with the lateral con-
verging sections, and which are provided, in
part, with a ball-station or target-stand,—and
in part with an upwardly-extending ball-de-
flector. - '

3. A game-platform which has a generally
flat surface; which is provided, around its
margin, with a deflecting-rim or guard; which
isprovided at its center, with an unobstructed,
straight-sided, upwardly-tapered discharg-
ing-station or playing-stand, from which pro-
jectiles are discharged; and which is provided

around such central discharging-station or
playing-stand with a series of converging sec-
tions the boundaries of which are defined by
division lines which are produced upon or
formed in, the surface of the platform,—each
of such converging sections abutting the base
of the unobstructed discharging-station or
playing-stand, and each being provided at a
distance from the station or stand, with a
fixed upwardly-extending projection which is
adapted to resist the impact of the projectiles
which are propelled from the discharging-sta-
tion or playing-stand, and to deflect them to-
ward, into, across, or partially across, one of
such converging sections.

4. A game-platform or apparatus in which
are combined, upon a flat surface, and within
an inclosing-rim, a central, upwardly-taper-
ing discharging-station or playing-stand; two
inwardly-converging target-sections, each of
which extends from a point at or near a cor-
ner of the platform, to the base of the dis-
charging-station or playing-stand, and each
of whieh has a ball-seat or target-station; and
aseries of converging-sections which embrace
those portions of the platform which are not
oceupied by the ball-seat or target-station sec-
tions, and each of which is provided with an
upwardly-extending deflector,—one or more.

5. A game-apparatus in which are com-
bined,upon a flat body, and within an inclos-
ing-rim, a central, upwardly -tapering dis-
charging-station or playing stand; inwardly-
converging target-sections, each of which ex-
tends from a point at or near a corner of the
body of the apparatus to the base of the ta-
pered discharging-station or playing-stand,
and each of which has a ball-seat or target-
station, and a vertically-arranged deflecting-
pin; and a series of converging sections or
ball-fields which together embrace those por-
tions of the body of the apparatus which are
not embraced by the ball-seat or target-sta-
tion sections, and each of which is provided
with an upwardly-extending deflector,—one
or more.

6. The described game-apparatus, in which
are comprised the flat body a, inclosed by
the guard or rim 7; the eentrally-placed, up-
wardly-tapered ball-station or playing-stand;
the series of lateral triangular sections which
abut by their apices upon the base of the up-
wardly-tapered ball-station or playing-stand,
and which are provided with ball-deflectors,
as described; theintermediate sections, a? and
at, each provided with a ball-seat or target-
station, and with a deflecting standard or pin;
and the intermediate sections, a® and a8, each
provided with an outer elastic deflector, and
with an inner deflecting standard or pin.

THERON TUTTLE.

Witnesses:

Francis L. NOBLE,
WirriaMm H. Goob.
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