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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, CHARLES A. HOPKINS,
CHARLES H. RE1D, GEORGE N, RAYMOND, and
JouN S. MEEKER, all of Danbury, in the county
of Fairfield and State of Connecticut, have in-
vented a new and useful Improvement in Hats;
and we do hereby declare that the following is a
full, clear, and exact description of the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying drawing,
in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view, showing our
improvement applied. Fig. 2 is an elevation,
showing the form in which we prefer to construct
thesame. TFig.3isa vertical cross-section,show-
ing the invention in position.

This invention relates to an improvement-in
hats, whereby the same are made elastic and
flexible to the head, so that they are capable of
readily conforming to the shape of the head, but
also to a certain degree elastic to conform to the
size of the head; aud it consists in an elastic
medium interposed between the sweat-leather
and the body of the hat.

Every manhas experienced the difficnlty of pro-
suring a hat perfectly fitted to the shape ot the
head, and the discomfort of a hat a trifle too loose
or too tight. This invention removes the greater
part of all these annoyances, and venders the
hat at once couformable to the shape of the
head, and enables it to enlarge a little, so as to
adapt itself to the size of the head without dis-
comfort.

In Figure 1 is represented ahat provided with
an elastic medium formed of a series of light wire
springs, & «, interposed betweenthe sweat-leather
band thebody A of thehat. The springs a a may

be formed of a continuous wire folded back and

forth, as shown in Fig. 2, and each alternate fold
benttorward alittle, so that they will form project-
ing and elastic points « a, Fig. 2, to support the
sweat-leather B, as shown in Fig. 3, while the
remaining folds ¢ ¢ rest flatwise against the body
A and are secured thereto by stitches, as shown,
or otherwise, as may be most desirable. The
springs « are continuous around the entire cir-
;umference of the hat, so that at all points of
its contact with the head a flexible and elastic
surface may be presented. The elastic medium
may be construeted in various ways, and of other
materials than wire, as, for instance, sheet metal
cut in the form of tongues, a part of which shall
form the springs « ; or it may consist of India
rubber in various forms, &e., without departing
from the gist and purpose of this invention.

We are aware that a continuous helical spring
has Deen placed around the inner surfare of a
hat, and between the body and sweat-leather
thereof, for the purpose of forming a ventilating
cushion, and we therefore make no claim to that
device; but

Having described our invention, what we claim -
as new is—

The series of springs «, substantially as de-
scribed, formed of sueceessive loops, a portion of
which is secured to the body of the hat, and the
remainder of which projects to form an elastic
cushion for the sweat-leather. b.
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