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To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that we, WILLIAM. F. GAM 

BILL and AMOs R. McCANN, citizens of the 
United States, residing at Datto, in the 
county of Clay and State of Arkansas, have 
invented new and useful Improvements in 
Mail-Catchers, of which the following is a 
specification. 
The present invention relates to improve 

ments in mail catching devices for railway 
C3S. 

In carrying out our inventionitis our pur 
pose to provide a catcher arm for mail cars 
which has its parts so constructed and ar 
ranged as to automatically deliver a mail 
bag to within the car and to also compensate 
for the shock or jar incident to the mail bag 
contacting with the arm. 
With the above recited objects in view 

and others which will appear as the nature 
of the invention is more fully understood, 
the improvement resides in the novel con 
struction, combination and arrangement of 
parts set forth in the following description 
and falling within the scope of the appended 
claim. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view of a 

portion of the mail car provided with our 
improvement. Figure 2 is a top plan view 
illustrating the manner in which the mail 
pouch is guided to within the car. 

Referring now to the drawing in detail, 
the numeral 1 designates an ordinary mail 
car the same being provided with the usual 
side door opening 2, arranged upon the car, 
adjacent the vertical sills of the door, are the 
usual eyes 3 through which passes the rod 4 of 
a mail receiving arm 5. The rod is sustained 
within its bearings through the medium of 
the usual pin keeper 6. The arm is of course 
arranged at an angle with relation to the 
car and is provided with rear Wardly extend 
ing handle 6. 
The parts above described are substan 

tially similar to that of the usual construc 
tion of mail catcher arms, and the parts have 
been referred to in detail in order to more 
clearly illustrate our improvement. Either 
integrally connected with the angular arm 
5 or secured thereto in any desired or pre 
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ferred manner is a curved spring member 7. 
This member is attached to the arm at a 
slight distance away from the end thereof, or 
is arranged upon that point of the arm with 
which the mail pouch has contact. The 
spring embodies a flat member, which is 
curved in plan as described, and it will be 
noted that when the pouch is contacted by 
the arm the spring 7 will afford a sufficient 
resiliency to compensate for the shock or 
jar thereof Occasioned, and through the said 
spring being rounded and the bag or pouch 
being under the influence of the atmospheric 
pressure it will be guided by the said arm 
to Within the car door opening. 

If desired, the interior of the car may 
be provided with a mail pouch receiving 
basket S, the same preferably embodying a 
reticulated member constructed of wire or 
other resilient or givable material. 
From the above description taken in con 

nection with the accompanying drawings 
the simplicity of the device, as well as the 
advantages thereof will it is thought be per 
fectly apparent to those skilled in the art 
to which such inventions appertain without 
further detailed description. 

Having thus described the invention, what 
we claim is: 
The combination with a mail bag receiv 

ing arm which is provided with a handle and 
which is lingedly and removably connected to 
the side of the car adjacent the door opening 
thereof and the said arm being arranged at 
an inclination with relation to the car, of a 
spring member which has one of its ends 
connected with the arm at the point of con 
tacting of the arm with a mail pouch, and 
the opposite end of the spring being dis 
posed within the doorway of the car and at 
a distance from the remainder of the arm 
and from the handle thereof. 

In testimony wilhereof we aflix our signa 
tures in presence of two witnesses. 

WILLIAM E. GAMBII L. 
AMOS IR. MIC CANN. 

Witnesses: 
J. T. ADAMS, 
J. G. SroIIRY. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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