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3 Claims.

This invention relates to an appliance for
smokers, and it is a particular object of the in-
vention to provide an appliance wherein a cig-~
arette may be readily severed when it is desired
to indulge in a short smoke and wherein the un-
used portion of the cigarette may be readily re-
tained for later use.

The invention also has for an object to pro-
vide an appliance of this kind so constructed as
to be conveniently carried in a pocket or hand-
bag or placed in any other convenient location
whereby the device is equally adapted for use
by both sexes.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a device of this kind including means whereby
the point of severance of the cigarette may be
readily regulated or adjusted within certain lim-
its. '

The invention consists in the details of con-
struction and in the combination and arrange-
ment of the several parts of my appliance for
smokers whereby certain important advantages
are attained, as will be hereinafter more fully
set forth. -

In order that my invention may be better un-
derstood, I will now proceed to describe the same
with reference to the accompanying drawing,
wherein:

Figure 1 is a view in elevation of g smoker’s
appliance constructed in accordance with an em-
bodiment of my invention.

Figure 2 is a sectional view taken on the line
2—2 of Figure 1.

Figure 3 is an elevational view of the device
as herein embodied and on approximately a
quarter turn with respect to Figure 1.

Figure 4 is an enlarged sectional view taken
substantially on the line 4—4§ of Figure 1.

Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 4 but show-
ing the cutting blade in an open position.

Figure 6 is a detailed sectional view taken sub-
stantially on the line 6—6 of Figure 4, and

Figure 7 is a view in perspective of the cut-
ting blade unapplied.

As disclosed in the accompanying drawing, my
improved appliance comprises an elongated tu-
bular member 1, open at both ends, and made
of any material desired. This member | has
its bore 2 of a diameter to snugly receive an end
portion of a cigarette, and threading, as at 3,
within one end portion of the member { is an
elongated plug 4, the inner face 5 of which is
flat, and substantially at right angles to the
axis of the plug 4.

This mounting of the plug 4 allows the posi-
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tion of the face § of the plugz 4 to be selectively
adjusted within certain limits lengthwise with-~
in the member ! as the user may desire and par-
ticularly to determine the length of the portion
of the cigarette to be cut off as well, of course,
as the length of the cigarette to be retained.

The extremity of the member | remote from
the plug 4 and at a point in close proximity to
said second end .of the member { is provided
therearound with .a circumferentially disposed
slot 6 through which .snugly basses a .cutting
blade 1, said blade, when at its limit inwardly
of the member |, having its cutting edge 8 close-
ly conforming to the portion of the inner face
of the member | with which it contacts.

This blade T is flat and is provided at one ex-
tremity with an outstanding ear 9 which ex-
tends between the lugs 10 disposed outwardly
and radially from the member | above and below
the slot 6. This ear 9 is bivotally held between
the lugs 10 by a pin i1 and coacting with the
ear 9 and the member { is a coiled spring 12
which operates to constantly urge the blade 71
at the limit of its movement inwardly of the
member |.

The ear 8 is formed to provide a shoulder 14
which, in the present embodiment of the inven-
tion, contacts with the outer face of the wall of
the member | to limit the outward swinging
movement of the blade T with respect to the
member { and at a point when said blade 7 hasg
Just substantially entirely passed out from with-
in the member I The end portion of the blade
T remote from the ear 9 is provided with an an-
gularly disposed spring arm 15 which engages
over a suitably positioned outstanding knob 16
carried by the member I, whereby further means
are provided to hold the blade T in its fully closed
position.

The outer margin of the blade 7 is defined by
a flange (T which has close contact with the
periphery of the member | when the blade T is
fully closed, concealing the slot 6 to prevent ad-
mission of foreign matter within the member |
when not in use. It is believed to be obvious that
when the blade T is at the limit of its movement
inwardly of the member I, it serves as a closure
means for said end portion of the member {.

The purpose of the present appliance is to sever
a cigarette at a desired point midway its ends,
whereby a smoker may use a, portion of an origi-
nal cigarette for a short smoke and retain the
remaining portion for a later smoke, It is a con-
stant practice for smokers of cigarettes to hur-
riedly take a few puffs of g cigarette and then
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throw the same away with, of course, resultant
loss to the smoker. The present invention very
readily and conveniently eliminates loss of cig-
arettes to a considerable degree.

Tt is also to be stated that the appliance is
of small dimensions, as the member | need only
pe of a length slightly in excess of one-half the
length of the average length of a cigarette.

It i also believed to be obvious that after a
cigarette has been severed, the portion of the
cigarette within the member I can be readily
retained therein until its use is desired.

From the foregoing description it is thought
to be obvious that an appliance for smokers con-
structed in accordance with my invention is par-
ticularly well adapted for use by reason of the
convenience and facility with which it may be
assembled and operated.

What is claimed is:

1. A smoker’s appliance comprising a tube open
at one -end and of constant interior diameter
throughout, the tube being designed to receive
an end portion of a cigarette, a’ circumferential
slot formed adjacent the open end through sub-
stantially half the circumference of the tube, a
pair of spaced apertured ears upon the outer side

of the tube between which the slot opens, said -

ears being adjacent one end of the slot, a disc
member. having substantially half the extent of

its periphery of smaller diameter than the other 39

half and adapted to enter the tube through said
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slot whereby the portion of reduced diameter
fits against the inside wall of the tube, the pe-

_ripheral portion of the disc which is of great-

est diameter filling and closing the slot, the small-
er diameter peripheral portion of the disc being
sharpened to form a cutting blade, a hinge ear
forming an integral continuation of the disc at
an end of the peripheral portion of greatest di-
ameter disposed between and pivotally connected
with the first mentioned ears whereby the. disc
may be moved into and out of the tube, and means
for securing the disc against movement when
it is in closing position across the tube.

2. A smoker’s appliance as set forth in claim 1
in which the tube is open at its other end and
interiorly threaded adjacent the said other open
end, and a plug member threaded into the open

* enid and having a substantial length for longi-

tudinal adjustment in the tube, the plug mem-

20 ber having an unthreaded outer end portion' to

be grasped between the fingers to facilitate ro=
tating the plug.

3. A smoker’s appliance as set forth in claim 1
with a guard flange extending across the periph-

25 eral edge. of the disc of greatest diameter and

throughout the major extent of said edge for
engagement against the outer side of the-tube
when the disc is in closing position across the
tube to close said slot.
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