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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No.
PCT/NZ2014/050024

A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER
AG1M 16/16 (2006.01}

According to International Patent Classification (TPC) or to both national ¢lassification and TPC
B. FIELDS SEARCHED

Minimum decumentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols)

Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are inchided in the fields searched

Electronic data base consulted during the international search {(name of data base and, where practicable, search terms nsed)

WPIL BPODOC and A61M 16/16/low, A61M 35/10/low, HOLR, A61M 2205/52, AG1M 16/0875, AGLM 16/1095 and keywords: chamber and
limb and air and electric and orient and direction and similar terms.

Espace: Applicant and inventor name searches,

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category* | Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to
claim No.

Documents are listed in the contimuation of Box C

Further documents arz listed in the continuation of Box C Bee patent family annex

* Special catzgories of cited documents:
"A"  document defining the general state of the art whichisnot "I  later document published after the international filing date or priority date and not in

vonsidered to be of particular relevance comfliet with the application but cited to understand the principle or theory
underlying the invention
"E"  earlier application or patent but published on or after the "X"  document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be considered novel
international filing date or cannot be considered 1o involve en inventive step when the document is taken
alone
"L"  document which may throw doubts on prority claim{syor ~ "Y"  document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be considered to
which is cited to establish the publication date of another invelve an inventive step when the document is cembined with ane or more ether
citation ar other special reason (25 specified) such documents, such combination being obvicus to a person ekilled in the art
Q"  doeument referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition .
or other Mmeany "&"  document member of the same patent family

"P"  document published prior to the international filing date
but later than the priority date claimed

Date of the actnal completion of the international search Date of mailing of the lnternational search repoit
19 March 2015 19 March 2015
Name¢ and mailing address of the ISA/AU Authorised officer
AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE David Melhuish
PO BOX 200, WODEN ACT 2606, AUSTRALIA AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE
Email address: pct@ipaustralia.gov.au (ISO 9001 Quality Certified Service)
Telephone No. 0262832426

Form PCT/ISA/210 (fifth sheet) (Tuly 2009)
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Citation of documnent, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages

Relevant to claim No.

US 2003/0236015 Al (EDIRISURIY A ¢t al.) 25 December 2003

X paragraphs 1, 57, 70, 73, 77, 79, 90, 94 - 96, figures 4, 18 - 20, 27 1,15-17,20- 35,37 - 43,
48, 49, 51 - 53, 55, €3, 69 -
73
Y paragraphs 1, 57, 70, 73, 77,79, 90, 94 - 96, figures 4, 18 - 20, 27 57-62
WO 2013/045575 Al (HAMILTON BONADUZ AG) 04 April 2013
X page 6 line 5 to page 10 line 23 1-17,20-32,52, 53, 35,
56,63,63-73
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US 2011/0108031 Al (KORNEFF et al.) 12 May 2011
X figures 1 - 3 1,20-27,30-32, 63
US 6358067 Bl (TAKASE et al.} 19 March 2002
Y figure 1 57-62
JP 2001-12%091 A (KOFUROTSUKU KK} 15 May 2001
X figure 1, paragraph 12 33,36, 37,39, 40,42, 48,
50, 63
US 2008/0264413 Al (DOHERTY et al.) 30 October 2008
X figures 9a - 9¢, 12a, 14, 192 - 19¢, 41 33-41,63
WO 2013/022356 Al (FISHER & PAYKEL HEALTHCARE LIMITED) 14 February
2013
A whole document 33
US 2011/0180068 Al (KENYON et al.) 28 July 2011
X figures 1 -3, 15 43 - 45, 48, 63
US 2011/0155132 Al (YIRR et al.} 30 June 2011
X figures 1, 2, 5,15, 73 43,45 - 49, 51, 63
US 2007/0169776 Al (KEPLER et al.) 26 July 2007
X figure 1B, paragraphs 37 - 39, 108 43,45, 46, 48, 50, 63 - 68,
70-78
US 2011/0673109 A1 (MAYER 2t al.) 31 Mareh 2011
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Box No.II Observations where certain ¢laims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17{2)(a) for the following
Teasons;
1. I:I Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

the subject matter listed in Rule 39 on which, under Article 17(2)(a)(i), an international search is not required to be
carried out, including

2. I:I Claims Nos.:

because they relats to parts of the infemational application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be camried out, specifically:

3. I:' Claims Nos:

because they ate dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4{a)

Box No.III Ohservations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This Intemnational Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
See Supplemental Box for Details

L As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all

searchable claims.

2. I:' As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite
payment of additional fees.

3. As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report

covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. I:I Nao required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nes.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable,
the payment of a protest fee.

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable
protest fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

Nao protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (third sheet) (July 2009)



a7) JP 2017-500126 A 2017.1.5

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No.
PCT/NZ2014/050024

Supplemental Box

Continuation of: Box II1

This Intemational Application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention becanse it does not relate to one
invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept.

This Authority has found that there are different inventions based on the following features that separate the ¢laims info distingt
groups:
¢ Claims 1 t0 32, 52 to 62, 63 {in part), 69 and 70 to 73 (in part) directed to a circuit connector for a humidification system in

which the connector makes a fluid connection to a humidification chamber and an eleetrical connection to a base unit. The
fearire of the fliid and electrical connections is specific to this group of claimg,

s Claims 33 to 42, 48 to 51 (in part} and 63 (in part) directed to a humidification chamber that fluidly connects to a circuit
connector, the chamber releasably locking to the connector and/or is otiented relative to the connector, The feature of
teleasably locking to the connector and/or being oriented relative to the connector ig specific to this group of claims.

*  Claitng 43 10 47, 48 to 51 (in parf) and 63 (in part) directed to a humidification chamber that is eriented relative to a base unit.
The feature of the chamber and the base being relatively orfented is specific to this group of claims.

s Claims 64 to 68, 70 to 73 (in part} and 74 to 78 directed to a humidification system in which a circuit connector connects to a
chamber in the same direction as the chamber connects to a base unit. The feature of the connections being in the same
direetion is specific to this group of ¢laims.

PCT Rule 13.2, first sentence, states that unity of invention is only fulfilled when there is a technical relationship among the
claimed inventions involving one or more of the same or corresponding special technical features. PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence,
defines a special technical feature as a feature which makes a contribution over the prior art.

When there is no special technical feature common to all the claimed inventions there is no unity of invention.

In the above groups of claims, the identified features may have the potential to make a contribution over the prior art but are not
common to all the claimed inventions and therefore cannct previde the required technical relationship. Therefore there is no special
technical feature common to all the claimed inventions and the requirements for unity of invention are consequently not satisfied a
priori,

Form PCT/ISA/210 (Supplemental Box) (July 2009}
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