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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, SYLVESTERMATTHEws, of Morgan township, Greene county, Pennsyl 

vania, have invented a Stencil-Cutting Ma 
chine, of which the following is a specifica 
tion: .." 

My invention consists of a rotatable metal 
lic plate, P, with one or more apertures through 
it of any desired pattern, the walls of which 
present cutting angles, and one or more punches 
or dies, D, corresponding in shape to the aper 
tures connected to and moving with said plate, 
and a spring, S, for holding the die or punch 
over the opening in the plate, as shown in 
Figure 1 of the accompanying drawing. 
The machine is more fully illustrated in Fig. 

2, of which FF F is a frame, of which R is 
a table, on which the plate Prests, and the 
upright C passing through the larger end of 
the plate, the other end lying on the table, 
allowing it to revolve partly or entirely around 
the upright, the effect of which is to let the 
cutting fall through the plate, the spring S 
and the compound lever L forcing the die 
through the plate and the material of which 
the stencil is to be made. 
The machine is operated as follows: The 

operator takes the thin plate of metal, or other 
material of which the stencil is to be made, in 
the left hand, inserts it between the die and 

the plate, grasps the lever with the right hand, 
pulling it over toward him and down, forcing. 
the die through the material and plate. Re 
place the lever, the spring brings the dieback 
to its place. Remove the material, slide the 
plate sidewise off the table by revolving partly 
around the upright to allow the cutting to fall 
through the plate. Replace and proceed as 
before. 

It is evident that the plate can be extended 
to a complete circle, with any number of open 
ings, springs, and dies to correspond, without 
interfering with the principles of the inven 
tion. 

I claim as my invention 
The combination of a rotatable metallic 

plate, with one or more apertures through it 
of any desired pattern, the walls of which pre 
sent cutting angles, and one or more punches, 
corresponding in shape to the apertures con 
nected to and moving with said plate, and a 
device for forcing the punch or punches sev 
erally or in succession, if there be more than 
one, downward and through a plate or plates 
of metal lying upon said aperture, substan 
tially as described. 
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