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(57) Abstract: Disclosed is a method for forming a circuit, wherein a circuit pattern making a conductive layer (2L) is formed on
& aninsulating resin (11) making a first insulating layer (1L), an insulating resin (13) making a second insulating layer (3L) is formed

on the insulating resin (11) on which the circuit pattern is formed, a trench (14) is formed in the insulating resin (13) for exposing
& the circuit pattern, and the thus-formed trench (14) is filled with an electroless plating metal (15) by electroless plating.
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Box No. IT Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L I:l Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. IIT Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

The technical feature common to claims 1-7 is a method for forming a circuit
comprigsingapatternformingstepforformingacircuitpatternonaninsulating
resin, alaminationstep for formingan insulatingresinlayeronthe insulating
resinonwhich the circuit pattern is formed, a trench forming step for forming
a trench in the insulating resin layer formed in the lamination step, thereby
exposing the circuit pattern, and an electroless plating step for f£illing
the trench formed inthe trench formingstepwithaplatingmetal byelectroless
plating (hereinafter the method for forming a circuit is referred to as "the
common technical feature").

(Continued to extra sheet)

L. I:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:l As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 1, 2

Remark on Protest I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable,
the payment of a protest fee.

I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:l No protest accompanied the pavment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

The international search, however, hag revealed that the common
technical feature is not novel gince it ig disclosed in JP 2005-142338
A (Hitachi Chemical Co., Ltd.), 2 June, 2005 (02.06.05), paragraphs
[0013]-[0018], Fig. 1, JP 2005-19517 A (Hitachi Chemical Co., Ltd.),
20 January, 2005 (20.01.05), paragraphs [0011]-[0047], Fig. 1, and JP
2001-291957 A (Toppan Printing Co., Ltd.), 19 October, 2001 (19.10.01),
paragraphs [0018]-[0019], Fig. 2.

Consequently, the common technical feature is not considered as a
special technical feature within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second
sentence, since it makes no contribution over the prior art.
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