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(57) Abstract: Provided is a biometric authentication sys-
tem which separates users into cases of executing 1:1 au-
thentication processing and cases of executing 1:N authen-
tication processing according to the quality of the biometric
information, such that the 1:1 authentication processing and
the 1:N authentication processing are used in effective com-
bination with each other. Also provided is a biometric au-
thentication method. The authentication system, which veri-
fies the identity of a user on the basis of the biometric in-
formation presented from the user, performs 1:1 authentica-
tion processing in the case in which the user has presented
biometric information once entering identification informa-
tion into the authentication system, and performs 1:N au-
thentication processing in the case in which the user has
presented the biometric information without entering the
identification information into the authentication system.
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