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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, THOMAS J. THORP, of 

Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of 
Illinois, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Metallic Binders for Books, 
Tablets, and Pamphlets, of which improve 
ments the following, in connection with the 
accompanying drawings, is a full, clear, and 
exact description, which will enable others 
skilled in the art to which my invention ap 
pertains to make and use the said improve 
ments. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 

of a book or pamphlet provided with a binder 
embodying my invention; Fig. 2, a like rep 
resentation of the binder detached; and Fig. 
3, a section in the plane of the linea ac, Fig.1. 

Like letters of reference indicate like parts. 
The object of my invention is to make a 

simple, cheap, durable, and effective binder 
for books, tablets, and pamphlets; and to this 
end my invention consists in making a binder 
in One piece of flexible metal, having prongs 
extending from one edge thereof, and suffi 
Ciently long to pass through slots in the leaves 
to be bound together, and long enough to ad 
mit of the prongs being also bent over the op 
posite side or edge of the binder, so as to pre 
serve the pressure applied in applying the 
binder to the leaves, as well as to hold the 
latter together by reason of the passage of 
the prongs through the leaves, and in form 
and application substantially the same as 
hereinafter specified. 
AA in the accompanying drawings, form 

ing a part hereof, represent the leaves of a 
book, tablet, or pamphlet, 
B is a binder, which I employ for the pur 

pose of binding the leaves A. A together. I 
Imake the binder B in one piece of flexible 
sheet metal. The form of the blank from 
which this binder is made may be inferred by 
referring to Fig. 2; but the blank may be de 
Scribed, briefly, as a thin flat piece of flexible 
sheet metal, rectangular in form, or in the 
form of a parallelogram, considerably greater 
ill length than in breadth when intended for 
Comparatively thin books, and having one or 
more tongues, a ct, extending from one of its 
lateral edges. 

The next step in constructing the binder is 
to bend it into the form represented by the 
full lines in Fig. 2. The distance between the 
parallel sides b b there shown should be such 
as to receive tightly the leaves to be bound, 
and the groove or channel, c, thus made should 
be deep enough to allow the sides b b to lap to 
a considerable extent the leaves to be inserted 
therein for being bound. The binder is then 
ready to be applied to the use for Which it is 
intended. 
To prepare the leaves for the binder, I ar 

range them evenly and compactly together, 
and punch or cut through them the holes did, 
to receive the tongues a c, these holes or slots 
being made at such a distance from the rear 
edges of the leaves as not to be covered by the 
binder. w 
To apply the binder, I thrust the tongues 

wholly into the slots did, or through the same 
as far as the sides of the binder from Which 
they extend will allow them to be pushed. I 
then turn the binder over the rear edges of the 
leaves and bend the tongues at a back and 
down firmly upon the side of the binder oppo 
site that from which they extend, as indicated 
by the broken lines in Fig. 2 and by the sec 
tion shown in Fig. 3, it being understood that 
the tongues are long enough for this purpose. 
By this means the leaves are not only Se 

curely held by the tongues, but the sides of 
the binder are firmly clamped upon the leaves. 
The whole binder may then be pressed more 
firmly upon the leaves, if necessary. 
The binder may be of any suitable length; 

but I deem it preferable to extend it along the 
entire rear edges of the leaves, as shown, thus 
lmaking the device serve as a metallic back 
piece as well as a binder. 

It will be perceived that a binder construct 
ed as now described may be easily made, and 
that it will be cheap, strong, and durable, and 
that it may be applied with facility to the use 
for which it is intended, and that it will hold 
the leaves in place both by pressure and by 
means of the tongues a ct, passing entirely 
through them, and that these tongues by be 
ing bent down upon the binder after being 
passed through the leaves will preserve the 
pressure originally applied. 
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Having thus described my invention, what to enter the said slots when the said tongues 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let- are passed through the said slots, and are 
ters Patent, is- turned down over and - upon the side of the 
The combination of the leaves AA, having binder, substantially as and for the purposes 

therein the slots dd, with the binder B, made specified. 
in one continuous piece of sheet Imetal, having. 
one or more tongues, a c, extending from one 
of the longitudinal edges of the body of the Witnesses: 
binder, the said tongues being continuous or F. F. WARNER, 
in the same piece with the body, and adapted H. C. BALLARD. 

THOMAS J. THORP. 


