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To all, whom, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JOHN JACOB SCHAIRER, 

of the town of Clint, in the county of El Paso 
and State of Texas, have invented a new and 
Improved Fruit-Jar and Can Opener, of which 
the following is a full, clear, and exact de 
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scription. - 

My invention relates to improvements in 
devices for turning the screw caps or covers 
of fruit-jars, cans, and similar vessels which 
require to be screwed up tightly when the 
vessel has been filled and is to be set aside 
and which become more or less set and re 
quire considerable force in unscrewing when 
the vessel is to be opened. - 
My invention has for its object to provide 

a cheap, simple, and yet effective instrument 
for the purpose above referred to; and it con 
sists in the novel device 
and claimed. 

Reference is had to the accompanying draw. 
ings, wherein the same parts are indicated by 
the same letters throughout the several views. 

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of 
a strip of metal or “blank’ such as is used 
in making my improved device. Fig. 2 rep 
resents an edge side elevation of the strip or 
blank after its central portion has been 
twisted in the process of forming the device, 
and Fig. 3 represents a side elevation of the 
finished device ready for use. 
The strip of metal or blank AA is of a suffi 

cient length to partially encircle the periph 
ery of the screw-cap upon which it is to be 
used and to allow for two end pieces of suffi 
cient length to be grasped together by the 
hand of a person when the device is in use. 
This metal strip or blank should have a 
greater width than thickness, so that it may be 
readily bent, and yet its thickness should be 
great enough to give to it the necessary de 
gree of strength and rigidity, although the 
metal of which the said strip or blank is com 
posed should be of such a quality as to allow 
some degree of flexibility thereto when in use. 
The longitudinal edges of the said strip or 
blank should be square or sharp, so as to form 
effective gripping-surfaces, as hereinafter de 
scribed. 

hereinafter described 

In forming the device the blank AA is first 
twisted along its central or intermediate por 
tion B B into the form of a spiral, as seen in 
Fig. 2, the convolutions of which spiral should 
not be very close, so that the corners b b of 
the edge of the blank may present themselves 
prominently, as also seen in Fig. 2. After 
being thus twisted the strip AA is bent along 
the said twisted portion into the form of a 
horseshoe, as seen in Fig. 3, So as to partially 
encircle the periphery of the cap to which it 
is to be applied, the untwisted ends of the 
said strip or blank being preferably left 
straight to serve as hand-grips in manipulat 
ing the device, as also shown in Fig. 3. These 
untwisted end portions of the strip or blank 
may be left plain and straight and fitted with 
wooden or other suitable handles or may be 
used without such handles, in which latter 
case the edges would be rounded, and the 

y 7o said end portions might be curved in an 
manner to render them more easily held by 
the hand; but the exact manner of finishing 
off the end portions of the strip or blank is 
immaterial, as this may vary to suit require 
ments without affecting the nature or scope 
of my invention. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent of the United States, is 

1. Aspring-metal wrench made from a strip 
or “blank” of metal having sharp corners 
upon its longitudinal edges, the said blank 
being twisted into the form of a spiral along 
its central portion, and having said twisted 
portion bent into the form of an arc of a cir 
cle, substantially as described. 

2. A spring-metal wrench made from a strip 
or “blank’ of metal of greater width than 
thickness having sharp corners upon its lon 
gitudinal edges, the said blank being twisted 
into the form of a spiral along its central por 
tion, and having said twisted portion bent in 
the direction of its thickness into the form of 
an arc of a circle, substantially as described. 

JOHN JACOB SCHAIRER. 
Witnesses: 

F. E. HuNTER, 
W. D. HOWE. 
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