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1 Claim. (C. 47-62) 

This discovery relates to a new and distinct 
variety of peach tree which bears large free 
stone fruit which is yellow skinned, washed and 
dotted medium red over a major portion, and 
having apricot yellow flesh streaked with red s 
adjacent the stone cavity, the fruit-in quality 
and general coloring-resembling that of the 
parent variety, Kirkman Gem peach (United 
States Plant Patent No. 506). 

the present variety ripens approximately two to 
three weeks earlier; i. e. about the 20th of August 
in a normal year, thus making the fruit available 
on the market in a period between the Rio Oso 
Gem peach (United States Plant Patent No. 84) 

As distinguished from the Kirkman Gem peach lo 
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and the Kirkman Gem peach aforesaid. This is 
a distinct and important commercial advantage. 
Another novel feature of the present variety 

of peach tree is that the fruit is more fully red 
over-colored at maturity than the fruit of the 
Kirkman Gem peach. 
The Kirkman Gem peach and the present va 

riety can be further distinguished by reason of 
the absence here of the dark reddish or brownish 
suture and the tendency to be flat or truncate at 
the stem end, both of which characterize the 
former. 
The instant variety originated as a mutation 

(bud sport) on a Kirkman Gem peach tree in 
my experimental orchard near Madeira, Cali 
fornia. Such orchard is under continuing and 
careful inspection, and in the course of such ac 
tivities the present mutation Was recognized as 
having new and distinct features, particularly 
with respect to its ripening period. .3: 
Subsequent to discovery of the instant variety 

it has been successfully asexually reproduced by 
budding onto root stock trees in my orchard 
aforesaid. 
In the drawings: 
-Fig. 1 is a perspective view of one of the fruit 

in association with twigs and leaves. 
Fig. 2 is a transverse sectional elevation of the 

fruit. 

logical details of this new and distinct variety 
of peach tree, the following is an outline de 
scription thereof; all major color plate identifica 
tions being by reference to Maerz and Paul Dic 
tionary of Color, 

20 

25 

:40 

:45 Referring now more specifically to the pomo 

50 

Tree: Closely similar in shape and growing chair 
acteristics to the Kirkman Gem variety. 
Current groupth-Medium stoutness, green 

or reddish where exposed; buds plump, 
ovate, appressed; scales dark brown with 
heavy greyish pubescence. 

Two-year wood-Greenish-brown, with nu 
merous light brown, corky, raised lenticels. 

Flowers: Large; pink; bloom with Kirkman Gem. 
Leaves: Color-medium green (22-L-7 to 22-L-8). 
Shape, and size-lanceolate; length 4A to 5 
inches, width 1% to 1% inches. 

Base.-Acute to nearly rounded. 
Apeac-Long-acuminate. 
Blade.-Flat to slightly wavy; medium thick 

ness; color green both surfaces; straight 
to recurved; midrib shallowly channeled 
on the upper surface, raised below; lat 
eral reins slightly raised below. Margin 
finely serrate to crenate-minutely gland 
tipped. 

Glands-Reniform; 1 to 3 in number, alter 
nate or opposite; usually borne on the base 
of the blade. 

Petiole-Short, stout; approximately 34 
inches; strongly U-channeled on the upper 
side. 

Fruit: 
Shape-Oval, slightly pointed (in suture 

aspect shape is ovate); one half usually 
slightly larger; length approximately 2% 
inches, cheek diameter approximately 
3% to 3% inches, suture diameter approxi 
mately 3% inches. Shape smooth and 
nearly regular. 

Base-Round in outline; approximately 14 
inches across and (cavity) 8/8 inch deep. 

Cavity-Deep, conic to acuminate-conic. 
Shoulders-Rounded, cleft at the suture. 
Apeac-Blunt-pointed. 
Sulture. A shallow but well-marked groove 
from base to apex, but not running past 
the apex; slightly roughened; cleft at the 
base through the cavity shoulder; one 
Suture lip usually larger medianly. 

Ground-color-Yellow (10-K-3 to 9-L-8). 
Pubescence.--Thick, short, fine. 



3. 
Flesh: 

Color. - Light apricot-yellow (G-K-4 to 
9-L-7, with red streaking into the flesh 
from the stone cavity for a short distance 
only (53-L-8). 

Stone cavity.--Aspect bright red; moderately 
sculptured, fibers bright red. 

Flavor.-Very good; subacid, sprightly, mod 
erately Sweet. 

Teacture.--Firm-melting type, 
firm, fine-grained, excellent. 

Stone: 
Shape.-Long-oval; length approximately 
1% inches, cheek diameter approximately 
% inch, suture diameter approximately. 1 
inch. 

Base.-Grossly 

but quite 

short-necked; 
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stem Scar 
medium size or Smaller, ovalish-round in 
outline, slightly oblique to the ventral 
Suture (edge). Apei. Round-pointed, with a medium 
thick, acuminate, sharp tip. . . . . . . . . - 

Sutures.--Dorsal-Somewhat raised, espe 
cially medianly, evenly curved medianly, 
but straight to slightly recurved to the tip 
apically; narrowly V-grooved from the 
base to the middle, closed or very narrowly 
slit-grooved from the middle to the apex; 
the groove sides interrupted by the Sur 
face markings. Wentral-low, narrow to 
medium width, an irregularly multiple 
grooved flange, becoming narrower toward 
the apex-the grooved shallow to medium 
depth; the flange blunt, usually slightly 
higher basally and apically, curved from 
the base to apex, tending to be flattened 
in the mid-portion. The lateral grooves 
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4. 
close to wide, of medium depth, continuous 
from the base to apex, with the Outer side 
interrupted by the surface markings. 

Surface markings. - Grossly and deeply 
grooved on the cheeks and apically, with 
the ridges rounded and blunt; pitted on 
the basal portion or neck only. 

Color-Dark brown (7-A-12 to 7-H-12), 
tinged with red at the base and along the 
Suture edges from the base. 

Kernel-Brown, plump, oval to slightly 
ovate, bitter. . . . . . 

Eating quality: Good. 
Shipping quality: Good. 
Use: Local market; dessert; canning; freezing; 
and long-distance shipping. 
The tree and its fruit herein described may 

vary in slight detail due to climatic and soil con 
ditions under which the variety may be grown. 

Having thus described my discovery, I claim: 
A new and distinct variety of peach tree as de 

scribed and illustrated, characterized by large 
freestOne fruit having a ripening period inter 
mediate the Rio Oso Gem peach and the Kirk 
man Gem peach, being approximately two to 
three weeks earlier than the latter; such fruit 
being yellow in ground color, Washed and dotted 
medium red over a major portion of the surface 
and to a much greater extent than said Kirk 
man Gem peach; having apricot-yellow flesh, 
with the stone cavity red streaking a distance 
into the flesh; and being oval as compared to the 
round-truncate fruit of the Kirkman Gem peach. 

WILLIAM T. KIRKMAN, 
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