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Beit knowna that I, SIDNEY E. FLORSITEIM, 
a citizen of the United States, residing at Chi 
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi 
nois, have invented certain new and useful Improvements in Number-Displaying De 
vices, of which the following is a specifica 

In most municipalities and other districts 
automobiles are required to carry license 
numbers conspicuously displayed on the 
rear of the machine, for purposes of identifi 
cation, and hitherto it has been the custom 
aly practice to hang such number plates to a 
suitable portion of the framework of the ma 
chine and below the rear lights, the idea be 
ing to display the number in such a manner 
that it can be distinguished from the rear, 
which is particularly important in cases of 
accident or violation of the speed laws, in 
order to permit proper identification. Ex 
perience has shown that the numbers so dis layed are usually indistinguishable at night 
for the reason that the light from the rear 
lanterns does not shine distinctly on the 
number plate, very frequently merely serv 
ing to dazzle the eyes of an observer, so that 
identification is impossible. - The object of the present invention is to 
rovide an illuminating number plate so 
itted to the rear lantern that the light there 
from will bring out the numbers or other indi 
cating characters with such distinctness as to 
render identification easy and certain. 
A further object of the invention is to so 

combine the number plate with the lantern 

40 

that an easy and convenient mounting will 
be provided for the number plate, thereby obviating the necessity for providing addi 
tional attaching means for the number plate. 
A further object of the invention is to so 

direct the light from the lantern that it will 
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clearly illuminate the number plate without 
tending to dazzle the eyes of the observer, 
which permits the number to be distin 
guished at a very much greater distance than is ordinarily possible under present condi 
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tions. . . - 
Further objects will appear from a detailed 

description of the invention, which consists 
in the features of construction and combina 
tion of parts hereinafter described and 
claimed. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front eleya- . 
tion of an autoniobile lantern, with the indi- 55. 
cating device attached thereto; Fig. 2 a top 
or plan view of the same; Fig. 3 an inside end 
elevation of the indicating device; and Fig. 
4 an outside end elevation of the sanne. 
The invention is applied to an automobile 60 

lantern 5 of any usual and well known type, 
having a danger light 6, preferably red, which 
is intended to be Si to the rear of the 
machine. The lantern is provided with a 
door frame 7, which is formed to have a head 65 
or flange 8 around its inner edge, which frame 
is preferally secured to the lantern by means 
of a hinge 9 of the usual character. 
The indicating device is in the form of a 

casing 10, the rear side of which is of sub 
stantially semi-cylindrical formation at its 
rear end 11, and extends diagonally forward 
therefrom toward its outer end i2, which 
outer end is of substantially flat formation, 
giving the casing a straight outer edge 13, 75 
which edge is in substantial alinement with 
the front side of the lantern, as shown in Fig. 
2. In speaking of front and rear, it will be 
understood that these terms have reference 
to the display side of the indicating device 80 
and not to the position of the lantern as re 
gards the automobile upon which it will 
ordinarily be carried. The curved rear side 
of the casing merges into substantially flat 
top and bottom walls 14 and 15 respectively, 85 
giving to the casing, as a whole, a substan 
tially wedge shape formation flat on its front 
side and curved on its rear side. The front 
side of the casing, which is preferably com 
posed of a shiny metal, like tin, is open to re-90, 
ceive a number plate 15 which is preferably 
in the form of a glass plate opaqued by black 
paint or similar opaquing substance, except 
as to the numbers 16, or other indicating 
characters, at which points the glass is left 95 
clear. Obviously, a plate of metal or similar 
material having the numbers or characters 
cut therein, could be employed in place of a glass plate, although the glass is preferable 
for the reason that it prevents the ingress of 100 
mud, dirt or dust into the interior of the 
casing. The indicating plate is held in po 
sition on its top, bottom and end edges by 
means of flanged guideways 17, which are 
formed on or secured to the casing around 105 
the top, bottom and outer end thereof, per 



O 

5 

30 

35 

40 

5 

50 

55 

3. 916, 13 

mitting the indicating plate to be slipped in 
from the inner end of the casing adjacent the 
lantern. 
The inner end of the casing is provided 

with a flat end wall IS, which is cut away to 
provide a circular opening 19 of a size to per 
mit the circular door frame 7 to be entered 
thereinto, and the casing, as a whole, is 
clamped onto the lantern by means of spring 
clips 20 which are adapted to be sprung over 
the flange 8 of the door frame, thereby 
tightly clanping the casing onto the lantern. 
The lantein is provided on its rear side with 
a socket 21 of the usual character, which is 
adapted to be slipped onto a suitable bracket, 
not shown, on the automobile. / 

In use, the lantern will be lighted and 
mounted in the usual manner, and the irays 
of the lantern will shine out through the door 
and direct against the curved inner surface 
of the casing, which is brightened or mir 
rored to serve as a reflector, and which, being 
set at an angle, with respect to the projection 
of the rays of light, will reflect the light out 
through the transparent ()itions of the nun)- 
ber plate, thereby serving to clearly bring 
out the numbers or other indicating char 
acters thereon. The tapered formation of 
the casing is one which serves to reflect most 
of the light directed into the casing, so that 
the numbers will be brought out with great 
distinctness, and will be visible at a very con 
siderable distance. The device is one which 
can be very easily fastened onto or removed 
from a lamp of the ordinary character, an: 
which does not interfere with the use of the 
lamp in any Way. The casing being clamped 
onto the door, can be opened and closed 
thereWith, or entirely removed there from as 
occasion may require; and the casing is so 
arranged that the number plate can be easily 
removed for cleaning or substitution. Al 
though tine invention has been described for 
use in connection with automobiles, it is ob 
vious that it can be used on other vehicles, 
Ol' in places where it is desired to display 
numbers or other indicating characters. 

Although the indicating device has been 
hitherto described for night service, it is in 
tended to seive to display the license nimber 
of the automobile during the day tine, so 
that it will not be necessary to provic lead 
ditional number plates or other indicating 
devices. For dily service, in order to secure 
the best results, it is desirable to provide a 
thin white backing plate 22, which is of a 
size and shape which adapts it to be slipped 
into the guideways behind the number plate, 

in which position it will show through the 
trans, arent portions of the lumier plate, 
thereby showing such portions of the plate in 
their distinct contrast, with the opacue por 
tions of the late and serving to i.iing out the 
inclicating inulnbers with great (listinctness. 
It is not intended however, to limit the in 
vention to use with such a backing late, 
since the reflecting surface behind the num 
ber plate will show through the transparent 
portions of the number plate with consider 
able distinctness. In speaking of transpar 
ent portions, it is not intended to limit the 
invention to complete trans arency of the 
glass, since it may be desirable to render the 
glass only semi-transparent, as is frosting or 
similar means. 
What I regard as new and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent is: 
1. in combination wit! : i) { }, a un 

ber displaying device collising a casing 
having an inner end wall open to receive the 
door frame of the lantern, and further coin 
prising a rear will extending () iiii tely with 
respect to the projection of the 'ty's light 
from the lantern, the casing being oil it it: 
front side, and a number plate relix) yi , ly 
mounted within the front side of the casing, 
substantially as described. 

2. In combination with a lantern, a Jun 
ber displaying device comprising a casing 
having an inner end wall open to receive the 
door frame of the lantern, aid further coin 
prising a rear Wall extending obliquely with 
respect to the projection of the lays of light 
from the lantern, the casing being ope: at its 
front side, and a nun (, ; }; i.e. 'i (; ; }}ly 

i mounted within the front site if tile (assig, i 

and lying in a planc. : ::t: ly i): 'allel 
with the projection of the 'eys of light, su 
stantially as described. 

3. In combination with a lateril, a num 
provided with an inner end wall having at 
{}}ening of a size to receive the (loor frane of 
the lantern, the casing haying a rear wall 
(nd and projecting obiiguely with respect to 
the (lor raile, said "ouncie? wall merging 
it () flat, t , it botton Walls, the easing 
being (peil at is front, sile, (ii) led guitie 
ways in the front open sile (): the casig, and 
a number late reinova hly enterial within the 
guideways, substantially as cle: ciled. 

Sii)NEY E. Fi (): SIF, 31. 
Witnesses: 

WALKER BANNING, 
ERSON W. BANN IN (i. 
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