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To all whom it muy concern:
Be it known that I, Cuarces S, Evans, a citizen of
the United States, residing at Dayton, in the county of

© Mentgomery and State of Ohio, have invented certain |
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new awd nseful Improvements in Dental Implements;
and I do declare the following to be a full,
exact description of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains to make
and use the sane,reference being had to the accornpany-

. ing drawings, and to the letters and figures of reference
matked thereon, whichi form a part of this bpeciﬂcation

This invention relates to improvements in dental
instruments, and comprises an implement for remov-
ing substances from be (-wnen the teeth by means of a
thread. :

- The object of the mventwn is to promde a devu,e of
the above character which possesses the nove‘ty and
advantageous features hereinafter described and
claimed.

In the annexed dmwmgs—l‘la ure I, is a front verti-
dal elevation of the implement. Fig. II, is a side ele-
vation. TFig. IT1isa reaxr elevation. " Fig. IV, isa par-
tial end view. Ifig. V, is a general view of the various
parts detached and all in-their proper relation. '

In a detail description of the invention, similar ref-
erence characters indicate corresponding parts.

" A designates the entire body portion of the imple-

‘ment which is stamped and formed from sheet metal of
suitable gage, and consisis of two prongs F and H which |

are notched at their extremities and twisted into a suit-

- able position to receive a thread; this thread is shown
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extending from one furk to the other in Figs. 1 and 3;
these prongs or forks are continuous with a hollow cy-
lindrical shell X open at both ends and Along a Beutxon
of the front.

B is'a washer rounded on one side as shos\n in Fig.
11; C is o piece of celluloid or other suitable material
having an opening in one end a.nd slmped at the other
end into a tooth pick. -

D designates a flat-headed screw designed to pass
through the tooth pick, the washer and the body of the
instrument and to engage a knurled thumb nut E by

means of which the tooth pick and the washer may be |-

clamped against the body of the instrument. .
L designates a capsule or magazine containing den-
tal floss sueh 2s.is commonly sold at drug stores and

" which is inserted into the holder or cylindrical body K

50

from the bottom, and is held therein by means of ‘the
annular groove P which lightly engages the bead or
ridge N on the capsule by reason of the natural resiliency

clear, and |

of the metal walls of said holder. ‘I'he tooth pick C is
pivoted on'the gcrew D on the back of the instrument
and may be clamped in any conveunient position as
shown.at M, by means of the thumb nut E. - When not
in use, it is secured and the point protected by means
of a finger-like flap or projection R formed from and
raised slightly '\bove the back of the holder as shown in
Figs. Il 'and IV.

8 and ‘T are slots through which the thread from the
capsule may be conveniently passed through the body
of the instrument and under the washer B when the
latter is lovsened.

To prepare the instrument for use, the capsu]e'may
be inserted as described into the holder K and the
thréad passed through the slot 8 and under the wagsher
B, then down the groove and over the notched end of
the prong. I, over and up the prong H and again under
the washer and through the slot T. It is then in a po-
sition to be secured firmly across the prongs of the in-
strument by tightening the thumb nut BE. By loosen-
ing this thumb nut, fresh thvead may be drawn into
the fork without re-thfeading the instrument, and the
portion used severed by friction across a sharp corner
left at X, Fig. IV, or other suitable place. To facili-

tate the ho‘dmff of the thread, a portion of the prongs or
iorks is grooved on the outs ide of the curved part as
shown at J, or by the section on line z—¢ of Fig. 1.

I claim:

1. A dental implement of the type-specified, comprising
a cylindrical body haviug a longitudinal slot on one side

- and (}xteudiug the length thereof, ind an out-turned an-

nular groove around its circumference, the.end of said
body portion terminating in forks, a screw penetrating
the portion of the implement lying between the cylindrical
body and the forks, a washer penetrated by said screw,
and a thumb rut having an extended portion.and adapted
to engage the screw, as herein shown aud described.

2, In a dental implement of ihe type specified, o body
stamped from sheet metal one end thereof betog of eylin-.

drical form with an intervening longitudinal slot, and an
annular groove, said eylindvical portion being adapted
to contain a thread capsule, the other end of said body
terminating "in prongs with notches on the ends thereof
adapted to receive the thread, a screw penetrating said
body adjacent to the prongs, a tooth pick pivoted on said
gerew, a washer penctrated by the screw, said washer
heing adapted to clamp the thread passed around the ends
of the prongs, and a thumb nut adapted to tighten snid
washer.

In testimony whercof 1 affix iny signatuve, in pregence
of two witnesses. . ’
. CHARLES 8. EVANS,
Witnesses -

C. M. THEOBALD,
n. J. McCarry.
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