WO 2004/068181 A3 | I |00 000 D00 O A

(12) INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)

(19) World Intellectual Property
Organization
International Bureau

(43) International Publication Date
12 August 2004 (12.08.2004)

AT Y00 SO R

(10) International Publication Number

WO 2004/068181 A3

(51)

21

(22)
(25)
(26)

(30)

(71)
(72)

(74)

A61B 3/16

International Patent Classification’:

International Application Number:

PCT/US2004/001938
International Filing Date: 26 January 2004 (26.01.2004)
Filing Language: English
Publication Language: English
Priority Data:

60/443,698
10/453,253

30 January 2003 (30.01.2003)
3 June 2003 (03.06.2003)

Us
UsS

Applicants and
Inventors: FALCK, Francis Y., Jr. [US/US]; 91 Mon-
tauk Avenue, Stonington, CT 06378 (US). FALCK,
Robert W. [US/US]; 896 Stonington Road, Pawcatuck,
CT 06379 (US).

Agents: STEPHENS, Eugene et al.; Brown & Micheals,
PC, 400 M & T Bank Building, 118 North Tioga Street,
Ithaca, NY 14850 (US).

(81)

(84)

Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every
kind of national protection available): AE, AG, AL, AM,
AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BR, BW, BY, BZ, CA, CH, CN,
CO, CR, CU, CZ, DE, DK, DM, DZ, EC, EE, EG, ES, FI,
GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IS, JP, KE,
KG, KP, KR, KZ, LC, LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LV, MA, MD,
MG, MK, MN, MW, MX, MZ, NA, NI, NO, NZ, OM, PG,
PH, PL, PT, RO, RU, SC, SD, SE, SG, SK, SL, SY, TJ, TM,
TN, TR, TT, TZ, UA, UG, US, UZ, VC, VN, YU, ZA, ZM,
ZW.

Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every
kind of regional protection available): ARIPO (BW, GH,
GM, KE, LS, MW, MZ, SD, SL, SZ, TZ, UG, ZM, ZW),
Eurasian (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM), Euro-
pean (AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI, FR,
GB, GR, HU, IE, IT, LU, MC, NL, PT, RO, SE, SI, SK,
TR), OAPI (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN, GQ, GW,
ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG).

Published:

with international search report

before the expiration of the time limit for amending the
claims and to be republished in the event of receipt of
amendments

[Continued on next page]

(54) Title: OPHTHALMOLOGIC APPLANATION PRISM REPLACEMENT SYSTEM

21

S

60

MICROPROCESSOR

(57) Abstract: A replaceable applanation
prism (20) for an eye examining
instrument is made to be discarded after
each use. A bendable tab (40) molded
on the prism (20) is deformed by a strain
gauge (45) as the prism (20) is inserted
into a prism holder (50), and a signal
from the strain gauge (45) is used to verify
that a previously unused prism (20) has
been inserted into the holder (50). A
microprocessor (60) is programmed to
recognize the signal produced by initial
deformation of the prism tab (40) so as
to proceed with an eye examination only
after receiving the strain gauge (45) signal
verifying that a previously unused prism
(20) has been inserted.
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