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This invention relates to tables, and particularly to a 
table of the foldable type adapted to be collapsed into a 
relatively flat form for storage purposes. Specifically, 
the invention pertains to a table structure which is adapted 
to be folded into a wall recess. The present application 
is a division of application Serial No. 217,427, filed March 
26, 1951, entitled Folding Table Construction, now 
Patent 2,650,146. 

Relatively long narrow tables are used extensively in 
the cafeterias of schools and in rooms of other buildings 
where it is necessary to seat groups of people. In some 
instances, it is desirable that such tables be removed from 
the floor to make the room available for purposes other 
than dining. For example, it has been found advan 
tageous to make school cafeteria rooms available for use 
as gymnasiums, assembly halls for academic and Social 
gatherings, etc., such rooms thus serving a multiple pur 
pose. It is, of course, extremely difficult to remove con 
ventional dining tables from a cafeteria or other room 
since a very large storage space must be provided for re 
ceiving the tables, even when they are stacked. 

In an effort to overcome this problem, it has been pro 
posed in the past to provide collapsible tables which are 
foldable into recesses in the walls of the cafeteria or other 
room. Such a table comprises a pair of table top men 
bers or leaves which are hinged together intermediate the 
ends of the table to adapt them to be folded flat against 
each other, the members when so folded together being 
nested within a wall recess, one member forming a flush 
continuation of the wall Surface. Such a table construc 
tion and arrangement serves the purpose for which it is 
designed, that is, to provide a convenient means by which 
tables can be removed from a floor to make the entire 
room area available for purposes other than dining. 
However, since the table is permanently connected to the 
wall, it is limited for use only in a predetermined fixed : 
position on the floor. That is to say, since the table is 
connected to the wall it may be applied to use only at a 
definite location adjacent the Wall. 

It frequently occurs that other arrangements of the 
tables within the room may be desired as, for example, 
when the grouping of tables is necessary for banquets, for 
displaying articles, etc. As pointed out above, such move 
ment of the prior foldable tables is impossible for the rea 
son that the tables are permanently connected to the walls. 
In addition, such tables are devoid of legs at their ends 
which are connected to the Walls so that even if the tables 
were demountable from the walls their disconnected ends 
would be unsupported by legs and would fall against the 
floor. Stated another way, such prior foldable tables are 
complete only when attached to a wall, and it is impos 
sible to utilize them apart from the wall. 

It is an object of the present invention to obviate the 
deficiencies of prior foldable tables discussed above by 
providing a foldable table which is adapted for use either 
in connection with a wall, into which the table is foldable, 
or as a separate entity apart from the wall, both ends of 
the table, as well as the central portion thereof, being Sup 
ported at all times by legs provided for this purpose. 
Another object is to provide a foldable table having a 

pair of top sections hinged together transversely of the 
table and intermediate the ends thereof, and legs pivotally 
connected at the ends and adjacent the hinge connection 
between the two table sections. A related object is to 
provide means for maintaining all three longitudinally 
spaced pairs of legs vertical in all positions of the foldable 
sections, that is, when the table sections are in open, co 
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extensive position, in completely folded side-by-side re 
lationship, and in all intermediate part-folded positions. 
This desirable object is attained by providing means for 
automatically controlling the central pair of legs to main 
tain it in position to bisect the angle existing between the 
foldable table sections, and connecting means extending 
between the central, vertical pair of legs and the legs dis 
posed at the ends of the table, the connecting means being 
So arranged that all the legs are maintained in parallelism 
and thus perpendicular to the floor. 
Another object is to provide a foldable table structure 

in Which the end legs are hinged at points spaced inwardly 
from the ends of the table a distance approximately equal 
the length of the legs so that the legs are completely en 
closed and concealed by the table sections when the lat 
ter are in fully closed relationship. 
A still further object is to provide a foldable table and 

frame structure which is of relatively simple construc 
tion, economical to manufacture, strong and durable in 
use, attractive in appearance, and a table which is es 
pecially easy to fold into and unfold from the frame, 
and to move along a floor. 

Further objects of the invention will appear from the 
following description and from the drawings, which are 
intended for the purpose of illustration only, and in 
which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the table construction, 
showing it unfolded and extending from the wall; 

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view through the table, 
showing it being folded into or unfolded from a wall re 
CSS. 

Referring to the drawings in detail, the present im 
proved folding table 10 is adapted for use either in con 
Election with a wall 11 of a cafeteria, auditorium, or 
other building, as shown in Fig. 1, or by itself, that is, 
apart from the wall as illustrated in Fig. 2. 
The table 10, which is identical with that disclosed in 

my pending application referred to above, includes a pair 
of top sections 15 and 16 which are preferably, although 
not necessarily, made from plywood and have a plastic 
or other hard, heat-resistant and mar-proof surface. The 
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table sections are reinforced and made more rigid by 
means of longitudinally and transversely extending strips 
-and cleats 17 and 18. Referring to Fig. 2, the inner ends 
of the top sections 15 and 16 have angular hinge brackets 
20 and 21 secured thereto by suitable means, the hinge 
brackets having downwardly projecting portions 21' which 
are pivotally connected by a hinge pin or rod 22 extend 
ing transversely of the table, it being noted that the hinge 
pin is disposed below the plane of the table top. By 
this hinge connection, the top sections 15 and 6 are 
adapted to be folded into a substantially parallel, side 
by-side relation and to be unfolded to the fully open or 
coextensive relation shown in Fig. 1. 

Secured against the under side of the top section 15 
at a substantial distance from the free end thereof is a 
pair of hinge brackets 25 to which is pivoted a first 
leg means 26. The leg means includes vertical legs 27 
connected by a cross-bar 28, the upper ends of the legs 
being pivoted to the brackets. A second leg means 30, 
comprising legs 27 and a cross-bar 28, is similarly pivoted 
to hinge brackets 31 carried by the other top section 16. 
A third leg means 33 is disposed at the center of the 
table and includes a pair of legs 34 which are connected 
by a cross-bar 35, the upper ends of the legs being 
pivotally connected to the hinge pin or rod 22. 

Positioning means are provided for maintaining the leg 
means 26, 30, and 33 in vertical position, regardless of 
the relative positions of the table top sections 15 and 
16. This means includes a pair of slide elements or 
collars 37 which are slidably mounted on the central legs 
34. Pivotally connected between pins 38 on the slide 
elements 37 and transverse pins 39 on the hinge brackets 
20 and 21 are link elements 40. By this means, the leg 
means 33 is maintained vertical, that is, it is caused to 
assume a position in which it bisects the included angle 
between the sections and to lie parallel to the sections 
when the latter are completely folded together. Con 
necting links 42 and 43 are pivotally connected between 
the cross-bar 35 and the respective cross-bars 28 of the 
leg means 26 and 30. The links 42 and 43 define, with 
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the sections 15, 16, and legs 27, 34, parallelograms which 
maintain the legs 27 parallel to the legs 34, that is, in 
a vertical position. The legs 27, 34 and connecting links 
42, 43. are preferably. made tubular, and these con 
ponents, in addition to the hardware therefor, are prefer 
ably chromium plated to enhance the appearance of the 
table and resist corrosion. It is intended that the present 
folding table be movable along a floor, and for the pur. 
pose of facilitating such movement the legs are provided 
with roller means in the form of casters 46. 
Assuming that the table is in unfolded condition, that 

is, with its top sections 15 and 6 coplanar as shown 
in Fig. 1, although detached from the wall 11, the table 
is supported by the leg. means 26, 30, and 33, and the 
casters 46. When in this unfolded relation, the inner 
pivoted edges of the sections substantially abut and, since 
the leg means are connected by the links 42 and 43 which 
serve as braces, the entire table is exceptionally strong 
and rigid and will support considerable weight. The 
table may be readily moved to selected locations by simply 
rolling it along the floor. 
When use of the table is no longer required, it may be 

stored for future use. In order to conservestorage space, 
the table may be reduced to relatively small compass by 
simply folding its sections 5 and 16 together. The 
folding of the sections is readily, accomplished by raising 
the central portion of the table, that is, at the central 
hinge. 22, as shown in Fig. 2. It will be observed by refer 
ence to this view that the legs 27 and 34 remain vertical 
during such folding of the sections and that the legs 
27 of the sections roll toward each other. Eventually, the 
sections 15 and 16 are caused to assume a parallel rela 
tion with the several legs disposed therebetween and paral 
lel to the sections. The table thus is reduced to one-half 
its original length and may be stored in this folded con 
dition in upright position, or a number of the tables may 
be stacked, one upon another. When a table is to be 
again set up for use, it is unfolded by simply reversing 
the procedure outlined above. 

It has been stated that the present table is adapted for 
use inconnection with a support member Such as a wall 
of: a room. Unlike other previously proposed tables 
which are permanently connected to a wall and foldable 
into a recess thereof, the instant table, while foldable 
into a wall recess, is disconnectible, from the wall so that. 
it may be used either in a position wherein it extends from 
the wall or at selected positions in the room. To adapt, 
the table to be folded into the wall... the latter and . 
the table may be equipped with wall recess cabinets, and 50 
cooperating means as in Patent 2,650,146. 

Tables such as that illustrated and described herein...are 
employed in most instances in school cafeterias, benches. 
being provided on which the children may be seated along 
the sides of the table, such tables and benches being of: 
a length to accommodate approximately ten children at. 
each side of the table. Such benches may be smaller 
but of exactly the same folding construction as the table. 
disclosed herein and foldable into a similar frame. 

It will be observed from the description given herein 
above that the present invention provides a simple and 
effective construction of tables and benchess capable...of 
seating large groups of persons. in any selected arrange 
ment in an auditorium or other, large room. When it 
is necessary to clear the floor, the tables and benches. 
can be easily folded. and rolled into wall recesses or sep 
arate storage rooms. 
tables and benches stacked together, or on top of one 
another and thereby take up valuable floor space. 
The present table-bench combination is designed for 

unlimited versatility, the table, and benches being indi 
vidually and independently operated and not assembled. 
together as a unit. The tables and benches can be in 
stantly unlocked from the cabinet and rolled about as 
desired, permitting functional arrangements and all day, 
multi uses, which is an important feature in schools. 

Such versatility is attributed to the fact that the tables. 
and benches are not permanently, fastened to the walls 
but rather are individually-removable from-the-wall cab 
nets and rolled about for: unlimited group. arrangements. 
I claim as my invention: 

It is not necessary to leave: the 
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4. 
1. A foldable table comprising in combination: a pair 

of top sections; hinge means pivotally connecting ad 
jacent end edges of said sections and including a piv 
otal connection beneath said adjacent edges for folding 
movement of said sections from a coplanar extended re 
lation with said end edges adjacent to a substantially 
parallel side by side relation; a pivot connection on 
each section, adjacent to said pivoted end-edges; a first 
leg means pivoted to one of said top sections adjacent to 
the free end thereof; a second leg means pivoted to the 
other of said top sections adjacent to the free end there 
of; a third leg means pivotally mounted on said hinge 
means at said pivotal connection beneath said adjacent 
end edges; connecting link means pivotally connected 
between said third leg means and each of said first and 
second leg means at points spaced equidistantly from said 
sections, said link means, said leg means, and said Sec 
tions providing pivotally connected parallelogram means; 
and positioning means operatively connected between 
said third leg means and each of said sections and com 
prising links each having one end pivotally connected to 
a collar on said third leg means and the other end con 
nected to said pivotal connection adjacent to said end 
edges whereby said positioning means is operative to 
maintain said third leg means vertical at all positions of 
said sections and is operative to hold said parallelogram 
means against collapse when said sections are in co 
planar extended relation. 

2. A foldable table as defined in claim 1 in which said 
first, second and third leg means each includes a pair of 
transversely spaced legs connected by a crossbar, said 
connecting link means being pivotally connected cen 
trally of the crossbar of said third leg means and the 
crossbars of each of said first and second leg means. 

3. A foldable-table comprising in combination: a pair 
of top sections; hinge means for pivotally connecting edges 
of said sections for folding movement from a coplanar 
extended relation with the pivoted edges adjacent to a 
substantially parallel side by side relation; a first leg 
means pivoted to one of said top sections adjacent to the 
free end thereof; a second leg means pivoted to the 
other of said top sections adjacent to the free end there 
of; a third leg means pivotally mounted on said hinge 
means connecting said sections; connecting link means 
pivotally connected between said third leg means and 
each of said first and second leg means at points dis 
posed equidistantly from said sections; said connecting 
ink means, leg means, and sections providing two piv 
otally connected parallelogram means; and positioning 
means for maintaining said third leg. means vertical, at 
all positions of said sections and for holding said paral 
lelogram means against collapse when said sections are 
in coplanar-extended relation, said positioning means in 
cluding a slide element slidable on said third leg means 
and a link element pivotally connected at one end to said 
slide element and at its other end to the pivot connection 
of a hinge means of a top section adjacent to said piv 
oted edges. 
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