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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 539,831, dated May 28, 1895,
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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, JAMES ATWOOD SMALL,

acitizen of the United States, residing at Port-
land, in the county of Cumberland and State
of Maine, have invented a new and useful
Checkrein-Fastener, of which the following is
a specification.

This invention relates to an improvement
in devices for preventing the displacement of
check reins from their hooks. .

The object of the present invention is to
provide a safety attachment which is adapted
to be applied to a harness saddle, and to par-
tially surround and embrace said saddle for

supporting itself in the proper position inde-’

pendent of other fastening devices, said at-
tachment being provided With a spring arm
extension resting within the check rein hook,
and serving to prevent the eseape of the check
rein.

To this end the invention consists in mak-
ing a safety device from a wire blank bent at
its central portion to form a spring loop or arm
adapted to lie within the check rein hook, and
also provided with a pair of oppositely dis-
posed inwardly projecting arms or extensions
having hooked ends for engaging the back
strap loop -on saddle; in the particular man-
nerof bending said arms for adapting them to

embrace the saddle; also in certain features

- and details of construction and arrangement

hereinafter fully described, illustrated in the

~drawings, and pointed ount in the eclaims.
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- cation of my improved safety device.
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In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a harness-saddle, or a
sufficient portion thereof to show the appli-
Fig. 2
is an enlarged perspective view of the device
detached.

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in both figures of the draw-

" ings.
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Referring to the drawings, 1 designates a
saddle of any ordinary description to which is
secured a check rein hook 2 and a back strap
loop 3 located just beneath the saddle. _

4 indieates the perforated leather clip or
fastening piece by means of which the check
rein is secured to ifs loop 2, and it is to pre-
vent the escape of this piece 4 which comprises

the inner end of the check rein, that the de-

(No model.)

vice, which I will now proceed to deseribe, is
provided.

The safety device is formed from a wire
blank of any desired gage and material for
imparting therequisite strength and elasticity
thereto. Said blank is bent at its cenfral
portion to form an open loop orspring arm 5,
and the terminals of said blank are bent at
corresponding points 6 in opposite directions
extending outwardly away from each other a
suitable distance where they are again bent
at 7 topass around the side edges of the sad-
dle.
tance the terminals are given each one or more
coils. 8 for imparting increased elasticity to
the device as a whole, and from thence said
terminals extend slightly upwardly and in-
wardly toward each other being provided at
their inner adjacent ends with hooked or bent
extremities which pass down through and en-
gage the back strap loop 3, thereby retaining
the device as a whole in place. The inwardly
oextending arms 9 between the coils 8 and bent
orhooked ends 10 bear up tightly beneath the
saddle, and the outwardly extending arms or
portions 11 between the bends 6 and 7 bear
snugly upon the upper face of said saddle, by
means of which construction and arrange-
ment the spring arm or loop 5 is normally held
in contact with the lower inner face of the
check rein hook 2.

By means of the construction and arrange-
ment above deseribed, it will be.apparent that
the check rein may be readily inserted over
the hook 2,and that it will depress the spring
arm or 1oop 5 in its passage to the front of
said hook. The backward movement of the
check rein will, however, be prevented by its
coming in contact with the arm 5. By press-
ing upon the arm 5, however, with the finger
it may be lowered or depressed sufficiently to
enable the check rein to be withdrawn from
its hook. It will also be apparent that the
safety device may be easily applied and re-
moved from the saddle, and that it may be
finished in brass, silver, or gold, or otherwise
ornamented to correspond Wlth the other
frimmings.

It w111 be apparent that various ehano'es in
the form, proportion, and the minor detaﬂs
of construction may be resorted to without

After extending rearwardly a short dis-.
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departing from the prineiple or sacrificing
any of the advantages of this invention.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new, and desired to be secured
by Letters Patent, is—

1. An attachment for harness saddles made
of wire and comprising a spring arm adapted
to project beneath the check-rein hook, and a
pair of oppositely disposed inwardly project-
ing arms or extensions having hooked ends
adapted to engage the back strap loop, sub
stantially as described.

2. A safety device adapted to be applied to
a harness saddle, for preventing the displace-
ment of the check-rein fromits retaining hook,
the same being made from a wire blank bent
at its central portion to form a spring loop or

639,831

arm adapted tolie within the check-rein hook,
after which the terminals of the blank are
bent outwardly in opposite directions, then
each bent to form one or more coils, after
which said terminals are extended inwardly
toward each other and provided with bent or
hooked ends by which the device is adapted
to engage the back strap loop, and bear firmly
beneath the saddle for properly supporting
itself in position, substantially as specified.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.
JAMES ATWOOD SMALL.
Witnesses: ’
DANIEL SWAY,
JOHN B. EVANs.
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