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This invention relates to a printing appliance
or roller, and more particularly to an appliance
for use in marking prices on merchandise, such
as canned, bottled or packaged goods, groceries,
drugs and the like.

The object of the invention is to provide an
appliance which is in the form of a rubber print-
ing roller that is self inking, whereby a person
can readily mark prices of merchandise, such
as canned, bottled or packed goods, groceries,
drugs and the like. .

Another object of the invention is to provide
a printing appliance which includes a plurality
of detachable printing rollers, whereby a large
quantity of merchandise can be price marked in
a short period of time and with a minimum of
effort.

A further object of the invention is to provide
a printing appliance which is extremely simple
and inexpensive to manufacture.

Other objects and advantages will be appar-
ent during the course of the following description.

In the accompanying drawings forming a part
of this application, in which like numerals are
used to designate like parts throughout the same:

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of the mark-
ing appliance constructed according to the pres-
ent invention;

Figure 2 is a top plan view of the marking ap-
pliance;

Figure 3 is a side elevational view of the mark-
ing appliance, with one of the side plates re-
moved;

Figure 4 is a side elevational view of the central
piece or body member; :

Figure 5 is an end elevational view of the body

member of Figure 4;

- Pigure 6 is a side elevational view of one of the
side plates;

Pigure 7 is a2 top plan view of the plate of
Figure 6; : }

Fig. 8 is a sectional view taken on the line 8—8
of Figure 6;

Figure 9 is a sectional view taken on the line
9—9 of Figure 6; B

Figure 10 is a top plan view of the latch;

Figure 11 is a sectional view taken on the line
tH{—1ii of Figure 10;

Pigure 12 is a sectional view taken on line
12—12 of Figure 3;

Pigure 13 is a sectional view taken on line
13—I13 of Figure 3;

Figure 14 is a sectional view taken on the line
14—I14 of Figure 1; o :
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Tigure 15 is a sectional view taken on the line
{5—15 of Figure 3;

Tigure 16 is a fragmentary perspective view,
with parts broken away and in section, showing
the container for the printing drums.

Referring in detail to the drawings, the mark-
ing appliance of the present invention includes a
plurality or set of cylindrical price-marking
stamps or rollers which are each 'designated by
the numeral 30. TEach of the rollers 30, Figure
14, includes a suitable rubber stamp tread 31
which has a single price 82 repeated completely
around its periphery, the figures being approxi-
mately the size of standard 24-point type. Also,
each figure or group of figures is underscored, as
at 33, Figure 2, and the figures are set far encugh
away from the next figure or group of figures to
obviate the possibility of the figure or group of
figures being read inversely, such as “61” instead
of “19”, ag shown in the drawings (Figure 2).

Tach of the stamps or rollers 30 further in-
cludes an axle 34 which may be made of any
suitable material, such as metal, Figure 14, the
axle 34 extending through the center of the
voller 30 and projecting beyond the sides there-
of. The core or center 35 of the roller. 30 may be
made of any suitable material, such as wood,
metal, plastic or rubber, and each stamp or roller
30 further includes a suitable cushioning mate-
rial 36 which is arranged between the core 38
of the stamp or roller and the tread 31, so as to
permit the tread 31 to “ride” over the rims of
cans and the like. If desired, the rollers 36 can
be made completely out of molded rubber includ-
jng the price-marking tread 31. A separate
price-marking stamp or roller 30 may be pro-
vided for each common price on any given com-
modity.

As an example, the following dimensions are
used to illustrate the construction and propor-
tions of one size of a roller 30. It is to be under-
stood, however, that other sizes may be found ap~
propriate for marking the articles. Each price-
marking stamp or roller 30 is approximately
23, inches in diameter and 34 of an inch in
thickness or length, and all such stamps or rollers
in the set should be of exactly the same dimen-
sions, although different sets may have different
dimensions. The complete set of price-marking
stamps or rollers 20 is housed or stored in a single
container 87, Figure 16, and the container 37 is
constructed so as to allow the price-marking
stamp or roller 30 to stand on edge in its own
compartment 38. Each compartment 38 is pro-
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vided with openings or slots 29 which extend
from the top so as to allow the protruding or
projecting axles 34 on each side of each price-
marking stamp or roller 39 to stand completely
free from any obstructions for s space of ap-
proximately 3 of an inch around it and to be
completely open on the upper side.

The marking appliance of the present inven-
tion includes an inking roller, as-shown in detail
in Figure 15, and the inking roller includes a
drum 38 having a screw-threaded, removable end
40, a felt or other suitable material pad 41 heing
arranged around the circumference of the drum
38. A suitable, detachable or removable screw
filler plug or cap 42 is provided for closing and
forations or drilled holes 44 are evenly spaced
sealing the filler hole 43. A plurality of per-
forations or drilled holes 44 are evenly spaced
around the circumference of the drum 3¢, so that
ink can feed from the interior of the dvum to
‘the inked pad 4i. ‘The holes 48 are countersunk,
so as to provide a well which will enable ink to
feed to the pad 41, and the pad £{ can be con-
strueted of any suitable material, such as felt.
The pad 4i is construeted so that it can be slid
over the drum 38 when the engd &9 is removed,
50 that the pad 41 can be easily and readily re-
placed. Axles 28 project from the drum 38, as
shown in Pigures 3 and 15.

-The marking appliance of the present inven-
tion further includes a suitable handle 45 and
the handle 45.includes g .center picce or body
member 46, Figures 4 and 5, and a pair of similar,
spaced, parallel, side plates or pieces 61 and 57’
Figures 6 through 9. The pieces 47 and 47’ are
similar, so that a description of one will sufice
for both. - The pieces 47 and 47’ are connected to-
-gether by means of screws 48, Figure 2, and a
‘latch 49, Figures 10 and 11, is provided, whereby
the front end 50 of the handle 45 can he placed
in the slot 29, Figure 16, so that the desired roller
39 can be picked up out of the container 37.
When the price-marking stamp or roller 2§ is
picked up, the roller axle 34 is positicned in
the slots §f which are arranged in the front
ends of the side pieces 47 and 47/, and the axle 34
abuts against the bearing 52.

The latch 49 is spring loaded by means of a
spring 53, Pigure 3, and the latch 48 is pivotally

mounted between the side pieces 27 and 47 by

means of a pivot pin 54.

The handle 4§ further includes inelined siots
§3, Pigure 6, which are arranged in-each of the
side plates 41 and 47’, and a bhearing surface 58

is provided at the inner end of each of the slots .

§9. The bearing surfaces 55 are adapted to re-
ceive therein the projecting or ouber ends of the
axles 28 of the inking roller 38. Latches 57 are
provided for preventing accidental movement of
the inking roller 39, Figures 12 and 13. Thus,
one of the latches 57 is provided or connected to
each of the side plates 47 and 477, the latches
87 being seated in a recess 48 in the proper side
plate. Fach of the latches 5T is provided with

pivotally connected o a pin §i, so that the latches
871 can be manually pivoted about the pin §i.
Each of the latches 57 is provided with a trans-
verse keeper 62, Figure 13, and the keepers §2
serve to engage the axles 28 so as to retain the
inking drum §$ in position in the inner ends of
. the slots 89, Figure -3. -The latches 57 for the
-inking- drum arve spring -loaded .by means of
-springs 63 which are interposed between the pair
of ears 959. . . o

10

15

4

The latch 49 serves to reftain and selectively re-
lease the price-marking stamp or roller 38, and
a slot 64 is provided in each of the side plates 47
and 47, Figure 9, the slot 64 serving to receive
therein the legs 65 of the latch 49. Hooks 80 are
formed on the front ends of the legs 65, and a
trigger 67, Figures 10 and 11, is connected to the
the rear end of the latch 49 for actuating the
latch. o

The marking appliance of the present inven-
tion is used as follows: A suitable quantity of
ink is poured into the inking drum 38, and then
the flller hole 43 is closed with the screw filler cap
42. The inking drum 39 is then inserted so that
the‘ends of ifs axle 28 descend into the guide

- slots 85 and the axles 28 are latched or locked in
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'a pair of spaced ears 59, and the ears B8 are 05°

place by means of the latches 57. Then the front
end 58 of the handle 45 is positioned or pressed
into the guiding slots 38 in the compartments in
the container 37 which houses the price-mark-
ing stamp or roller desired. The price<marking
stamp or roller 30 is engaged and- retained in
the handle 45 -against the bearing. 52 by ‘means
of the hook end 4§ of the latch 48. The roller
30 is held against the inking drum 39 and its
pad 41. The prize-marking stamp or roller 30
is then rolled across the packages of merchandise
to be price-marked, as they stand in their case
or shipping container, so that whole cases of
merchandise can be price-marked in a few short
motions and with a minimum of effort. -When
it is desired to release that price-marking stamp
or roller 30 which has been used, the trigger 61
can be pressed and the roller 3¢ can be dropped
into the proper compartment in the container
housing 87, so that another roller -30.-can be
picked up for marking other items with g differ-
ent price.

From the foregoing it is apparent that a mark-
ing appliance has been provided - wherein the
rollers 30 each have a- single price repeated
around its entire periphery, the prices or numer-
als being sufficiently separated so that there will
be no possibility of the numbers being read up-
side down, and wherein a set of the rollers-39
can he provided so that a separate stamp or roller

- for each common price used-in the particular

commodity is provided, The container or hous-
ing 37.is especially censtrucied so that the front
end 50 can be inserted in the proper slot-to en-
gage the axles 34 of the price-marking stamp or
roller which is to be used. -Also, the roller 30
can be quickly released and returned to the hous-
ing 37 after the user has finished with that par-
ticular roller. Also, the appliance of the present
invention can be used for heading columns in
blank ledgers or notebooks or-on blank sheets of
ledger paper. The drum 39 is provided with an
annular recess 568, and the end plate 49 is pro-
vided with an annular flange 89, Figure 15, so
that the pad 4! will be maintained in its'proper
place, and also leakage of ink will be prevented.
The countersunk holes 44 provide a well to dis-
tribute the ink to the pad.#1- in the praper
amount. The rear end of the spring 53 seats-in
a recess 10 in the center piece or body member
46, Figure 4. ‘

Iclaim: ’

In 5 marking appliance, a bady member, 3 side
plate arranged on each side of said body mem-

ber, securing elements for -connecting said :side

plates together, the front ends.of said plates be-

-ing .provided -with. registering slots, .a. marking

roller including an axle seated .in-said slots, .2
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latch pivotally mounted between said pair of side
plates and including a pair of spaced parallel legs
having hooks on their front ends for maintain-
ing said axle in said slots, a spring for urging said
hooks into locking position, a trigger connected
to the rear end of said lateh for actuating sald
latch, there being an inclined slot in the inner
surface of each of said plates terminating in a
bearing, an inking roller including a pair of dia-
metrically opposed axles seated in said bearings,
locks for preventing accidental movement of said
axles from said bearings, there being a recess in
the outer surface of said plates for receiving said
locks, ears extending from each of said locks and
pivotally connected to said plates, a keeper ex-
tending from each of said locks for maintaining
the axles in said bearings, and springs for urging
said keepers into locking position, there being cut~
outs in the inner surface of said plates for re-
ceiving the legs of said latch.
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