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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Arraur T. SxELL, 2
citizen of the United States, residing at
Pasadena, in the county of Los Angeles and
State. of California, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in . Pen or
Pencil Holders, of which the following is a

specification.
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This invention relates to a holder or clasp
specially devised for removable application
to clothing and particularly to pockets for
retaining . pencils, fountain-pens and the
like in fixed position, and in modified form
adapted also to support a-candle.

The primary object of the invention is to
provide a holder or clasp formed of res;li—
ent wire having essentially an expanding
frame with a double spring action to posi-
tively grip and hold lead pencils and foun-
tain-pens of various sizes, either small or
large in diameter, as well as other devices,
and further to firmly grip the entire portion
of a pocket. engpged tTlereby that may vary
in thickness in part, without interfering
with or modifying its gripping action on a
pencil -or pen disposed therein, especially
when inserting a pencil or pen thereinto or
withdrawing the latter therefrom. ‘

The invention consists in the construction
and arrangement of parts which will be
more fully hereinafter described and

" claimed.
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In sajd drawings—Tigure 1 is a perspec-
tive view of a portion of a vest showing the
improved holder or clasp for pencils and
fountain-pens applied to the pocket thereof.
Fig. 2 is a detail perspective view: of the
holder or clasp shown by Fig. 1. Tig. 3 1s
a transverse section through the pocket
shown by Fig. 1 illustrating the holder or
clasp applied thereto. Fig. 4 is a side ele
vation of the holder or clasp showing a po-
sition of a fountain-pen therein. Fig. b is

~ a rear elevation of the holder or clasp show-
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ing a portion of a pencil or pen therein in
dotted lines. Fig. 6 is a perspective view of

. a modified form of the device adapted for
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other uses.

The improved holder or clasp in all its
forms is constructed from a single piece of
resilient wire stock of suitable gage by
bending thé same by any suitable means
into the forms which will be presently ex-
plained.

In the form of holder or clasp shown by

stituting a clam

IMigs. 1 to 5 inclusive, the free extremities
5 are drawn together and secured in parallel
relation’ and formed with upper laterally
expanded and inwardly directed bends 6;
these bends, as seen best in IMig. 3, ave back-
ward or inward toward the legs 8 soon to be
described. From these bends the wire mem-
bers continue and are formed with rear-
wardly and outwardly disposed Dlends T
from which legs 8 convergingly descend to
a point adjacent the lower terminals of the
extremities 5, the latter and said legs con-
for engagement with a
portion of a pocket or any other garment
edge. The extremities 5 and legs 8 are su
disposed that one of said legs 8. and one of
the extremities 5 are in-a plane divergent
from the plane in which the other members
5 and 8 are disposed, as seen best in Fig. 2,
and over the extremities 5, any form ot
badge, emblem, ornament or advertising de-
vice 9 may be attached. TFrom the lower
terminals of the legs 8 the wire members
are bent outwardly in the form of reverse

-arcuate connecting bends 10 which are ar-

ranged in the same plane and extended
rearwardly to the lower converged termi-
nals of the upwardly projecting arms 11
continuous with each other at their upper
terminals through the. medium of a rear-
wardly bent loop 12 which stands above the
plane of the bends 7. The arms 11 are uni-
formly inclined forwardly and individually
diverged toward the loop 12 to form with
the legs 8 a pencil or pen-holder clasp hav-
ing such dimensions as to be adapted to re- -
ceive and effectively hold or tightly clasp

pencils, fountain-pens or other analogous

devices of varying dimmeters. By the for-

mation just explained the pencil or pen

clasping portion of the device is converged

at its upper open or mouth extremity, and

the said extremity is located above and di-

rectly over the lower yielding passage 13

formed by and between the bends 10. A

front or pocket clamp is formed between the
extremities 5 and the legs 8, and the rear or

pencil or pen clamp is formed by the legs 8,

arms 11 and loops 10 and 12. '

The legs 8 and arms 11 and their connect-
ing loops 10 and 12 are disposed inside the’
pocket when the device is applied. and the
said legs 8 being connected solely totheupper .
terminals of the extremities 5 by the bends
7 and 6, and to the lower terminals of the
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arms 11 only by the laterally movable loops
10, and the arms 11 connected only at their
upper extremities by the loop 12, an ex-
panding frame is thus formed having a
double spring action. The bends 6 are dis-
posed as above.described, so that a gripping

-action may be produced by the said members

of the pocket clamp practically throughout
the entire length of the members relafively
to the portion of the pocket engaged irve-
spective. of a variation of thickness of ma-
terial instead of at the pocket edge only

where the material is usually thicker. By

inclining the legs 8 and arms 11 as shown
and_disposing the loop 12 above the plane

~of the bends 7 and correspondingly project-

ing ‘said arms 11 upwardly, a pen or pencil
may be inserted in the device while held
vertically and while pressing the lower end
of the pencil or pen backwardly against the

doop 12, and by this operation the arms 11

are caused to open backwardly away from

the legs 8 at the top.of the device and as the-

pencil or pen is pushed downwardly the
loops 10 are forced outwardly in opposite
lateral directions and. this movement 1s im-
parted to the lower extremities of the gaid
legs and arms with a double expanding easy
spring action which' results in a. positive
retention or clamping action relatively to
the pencil or pen. The pencil or pen may
however be readily withdrawn from the de-
vice when -desired, and during such with-
drawing operation the pocket clamp com-
prising the extremities 5 and legs & ig not

- modified in its applied relation to the pocket.
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~ Fig. 6 shows the device arranged to serve
as a holder for tree ornament or asa candle-
holder, for. which latter use one of the wire
extremities is’ continued upwardly and lat-
erally bent, as at 23, and then merges into
spring coil bends 24 at the upper terminals
of legs 23, which downwardly incline toward
the ‘extremities 20 and spike 21 and have
lower Jaterally deflected loeps 26 at angles
thereto. From the loops 26 arms 27 extend
upwardly and are connected by an cutwardiy
deflected loop 28 to present a clanming
hanger for the reception c¢f different orna-
mental devices, or for other purpuoses.

The device s simple in ifs structure and
advantageously serviceable in performing its
several functions.
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What is claimed is:—

1. A clamp composed of a single piece of
restlient wire comprising extremities secured
together at their ends, legs continuing from

$aid exiremities in converging relation to
each other, and arms having loops in a hori-
zonlal plane connected to the legs and in-
clining in an upward direction toward the

legs and connected at their upper extremi-
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ties by an angularly deflected cross loop, said

extremities forming with said legs a front
clamp, said extremities being provided be-
yend their point of connection with the legs
with inwardly deflected bends. .

2. A clasp formed of a single piece of re-
silient wire comprising a front clamp and a
rear clamp, the rear ciamp having its rear

members inclining in an upward direction’

toward said front clamp, said members be-

- ing Jaterally converged toward and con-

nected, to the lower pertion of the front
clamp by horizontal loops. o

3. A clasp formed of a single piece of re-
silient wire comprising a front clamp with a
bottom inlet and comprising cuter and inner
members and a rear clamp including rear
members extending above the front clamp
and terminating in a vearwardly deflected
loop joining the rear members of said rear
clamp, said rear clamp having a top inlet
and a lower expansible opening, the front
clamp having its outer members provided
with bends directed toward its inner mem-
bers. :

4. As 2 new article of manufacture, a
clasp formed of a «ingle plece of resilient
wire comprising a front clamp, the front and
regr members of each side of which are in a
plane divergent from the plane of the mem-

bers of the cilier side, and arms joined to

the lower endds of the inner members of the
frent clamp by horizental loops, and a rear-
wardly deflected loop joining the upper
ends of said arns, said arms with the rear
wembors of the frent clamp forming a rear
clamp. '

In testimony whereof I hereunto aflix my
signatiire in presence of two witnesses.

. ARTHUR T. SNELIL.

Witnesses: :
- X. Cerrrs Lasaroxp,
A. G. Ports.
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