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UNITED STATES

PatENT OFFICE.

BENJAMIN F. JONES AND JOHN F. MAINS, OF INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA,
ASSIGNORS OF ONE-THIRD TO CHARLES C. CALDWELL, OF SAME PLACE.

BAG-LOCK.

SPECIPICATION forming part of Lietters Patent INo. 363,337, dated May 17,1887.

Application filed March 2), 1887, Serial No. 232,823.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, BENJAMIN I, JONES
and Joun F. MAIXs, of the city of Indianapo-
lis, county of 1 ”\Iarlon, and State of Indiana,
; haveinvented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Bag-Locks, of which the followmg is

spee1ﬁmt1on

The object of our said invention is to pro-
vide a cheap and convenient lock or tie for

1o bags, it being specially designed for use with
nmil -bags, ag will be hereinafter more particu-
larly set forth.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
which are nnde a part hereof, and on which

15 similar letters. of reference indicate similar
parts, Figure 1 is a perspective view of a por-
tion of a mail-bag provided with one of our
locking devices or ties, the bag being shown
as half opened to thus more fully illustrate the

20 use of our said invention; Fig. 2, a top or
plan view of the locking dev1ce Fig. 3,alon-
gitudinal section through the same on the
dotted line 3 3, the par ts being shown in the
unlocked position and the rope indicated by

25 dottedlines; Fig. 4,a horizontal section, look-
ing uprud]y from the dotted line 4 4 in Fig.
3; I’Jo b, a cross-section on the dotted line 5
.), I‘Jo 3; and Fig. 6, a view similar to Fig. 3,
evcept the parts are shown in the position

30 they occupy when the bag is locked.

Insaid drawings,the portions marked A rep-
resent the bag; B, the cord or tie-rope; C, a
clip secured to the bag; D, the base of the]ock
ing device, and E the housing containing the

35 locking mechanism.

The clip C is any suitable plate riveted or
otherwise securely fastened to the side of the
mail-bag, just below the eyelet, through which
the free ends of the cord extend, as shown in

40 Fig. 1. Onitsupper end it has formed a trans-
verse bar, ¢, which forms a half-hinge, and to
which is connected the base-piece D.

Thebase-picce D of thelocking deviceis pref-
erably formed as a label-holder, and may be of

45 any suitable construction for this purpose. At
its forward end it is formed to encircle the
transverse bar ¢ of the elip C, and thus hinge
said two parts together, asshown. A shoulder,
d, is formed in the top face of said base be-

50 neath each of the locking-cams, which will
serve to assist the other mechanism in locking
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or elamping the cord and securing the bag, as
will be presently more fully deseribed.

The housing E is formed in a single piece,
preferably of the semi-eylindrical form shown, 55
and is mounted on top of the base D, being
secured thereon by lugs formed on its lower
edge, which project down through said base
and are riveted on its underside. (See Fig. 5.)
Inits forward portion are formedslots,through 60
which the levers of the locking-cams project,
and orifices are provided in both its front and
rear to afford ways for the cord.. Cams Eare
mounted on a transverse pivot, ¢, and are pro-
vided with projecting ends ¢/, which extend 65
out through the slots in the forward part of
the housing, by means of which said cams are
operated. On their rear faces are provided
teeth or square shoulders ¢ to engage with and
secure the rope, and a spring, F, is arranged 70
to bear against a projecting part on one side
of said cams and force them down against the
rope. Just in front of the teeth ¢’ said cams
are formed hollowed out or coneave, and thus
when they are disengaged from the ropeafree 73
space is immediately secured for the passage
of the rope, and all friction entirely removed
with only a very slight movement of the cams,
as will be readily understood. A washer, ¢,
is also mounted between the two cams, to in- 8o
suretheir independentaction and prevent the
ropes from getting out of place.

The operation of our said invention is as
follows: The locking device being secured in
position on the bag, as shown in Fig. 1, and 8;
the cord threaded through the same, the bag
may be tied by simply pulling the cord through
the locking device until the top of the bag is
tightly gathered, when the spring I&* will au-
tomatically act to force the teeth or notches of go
the cam into the top of the rope and press it
down, the sharp shoulders d in the top face of
the base-piece acting to engage with the other
side of the rope and assist in locking it, (see
Fig. 6,)thus holding the bag secur e]y tied un- 95
til qzud cams are released. VVhen the bag is -
closed, the base D is turned down against the
clip C, and there held by the construction of -
the hinge, said hinge being formed with a posi-
tive and close action to hold the lock steady 1co
and from any loose motion. When it is de-

sired to open the bag,the base-piece D is seized




p) 363,337

10

15

20

25

30

by the hand, as shown in Fig. 1, the cams dis-
engaged from the rope by simply bearing down
on the projecting ends ¢ of the cams with the
thumb, when the bag is opened by simply
pulling back the catch on the ropes B, the
hinge-connection serving to hold one side of
the bag with the catch, (which thus also serves
as & handle with which to pull open the bag,)
while the other corner is held by the other
hand of the operator, and the bag thus quickly
and readily opened by one motion, as will be
readily understood.

‘Weare familiar with the old-style lock which
is provided with spring-cams, the projecting
ends of which extend up through the top of
the housing, said housing being formed in two
parts, and are also aware that locks have been
connected to bags by a loose staple connection;
but we do not regard these constructions ag
anticipating our construction herein shown
and claimed, wherein the lock is hinged to the
bag by a positive-acting hinge, the projecting
ends of the cams are brought to & position in
front of the housing, where they are convenient
to be operated by the thumb in its natural po-
gition when the lock is seized, and the housing
of which is formed in one piece, besides other
defail improvements which render this inven-
tion much more convenient and effective.

Having thus fully described our said inven- |
tion, what we claim as new, and desire to secure |

by Letters Patent, is—

1. A bag-tie consisting of a base, D, pro-
vided with theshoulders d, housing E, mounted
thereon, the cams E', pivoted in said housing
and provided with ends projecting out throngh
slots in its forward part, and the spring E?,ar-
ranged to presssaid cam down againstthe rope,
substantially as set forth.

2. The combination of the base D, provided
with the shoulders d, the housing E, the cams
E, mounted on a pivot therein, and provided
with a serrated or toothed face, and being
formed concave just in front of said teeth, the
spring B arranged to force said cams into con-
tact with the rope, and a washer, ¢*, mounted
between said cams, all substantially as shown
and described. '
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3. The combination, with the bag A, of the

clip C, secured thereto and provided with the
transverse bar ¢, forming a half-hinge, the base
D, hinged at its front end on said transverse
bar¢, and the housing E, mounted on said base
D and inclosing the locking mechanism, sub-
stantially as set forth.

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our
hands and seals, at Indianapolis, Indiana, this
24th day of March, A. D. 1887.

BENJAMIN F. JONES. [L.s.
JOHN F. MAINS. L. 8.

In presence of-—
B. W. BRADIORD, _
CHARLES L. THURBER.
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