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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, JEREMIAI MADDEN, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Kansas City, in the county of Jackson and 
State of Missouri, have invented a certain new and useful Improvement in Lifting 
Tongs, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

lifting tongs. a 
One of the objects of my invention is to provide novel lifting tongs adapted for lift 

ing and laying and properly positioning 
building blocks on a wall. 
A further object of my invention, is to . 

provide novel lifting tongs which are sim 
ple, cheap, strong, durable and not liable to 
get out of order and which will enable the 
operator to lay the blocks so as to turn a 
corner, and which will impart a finish to 
the mortar joints at both sides of the wall. 

Still another object of my invention is the provision of novel means for Swinging 
the tongs so as to easily release the blocks 
from the latter after the blocks have been 
laid. 
The novel features of my invention are 

hereinafter fully described and claimed. In the accompanying drawing, which ill 
lustrates the preferred embodiment of my 
invention, Fig. 1 is a perspective view of my im 
proved lifting tongs. 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same showing the tongs applied to blocks in the 
wall. 

Fig. 3 is a cross section on the line 3-3 
of Fig. 2. 

Similar reference characters designate 
similar parts in the different views. 

1 and 2 designate respectively two crossed 
bars of a pair of tongs pivoted to each other 
by a bolt 3 and connected with each other at 
their upper ends by suitable flexible lifting 
means, which may consist of two links 4 con 
nected with a link 5 and respectively pivot 
ally connected with the bars 1 and 2. 
The lifting bars 1 and 2 have respectively 

rigidly transversely fastened to them two 
clamping members 6, which are parallel with 
each other, and each of which is provided on 
its inner side with a longitudinal rib 7, pref 
erably spaced from the lower edge of the 
member of which it forms a part, and pref 

erably terminating at its ends flush with the 
ends of the body of said member. 

For swinging the bars 1 and 2 so as to 
move the clamping members 6 away from 
each other, to release then from the blocks 
which they have lifted and laid, a lever 8 
is pivoted to the bar 1 below the bolt 3, and 
a link 9 is pivoted to the other bar 2 and to 
the lever 8. 
Any suitable overhead lifting means, not 

shown, may be attached to the link 5 for 
lifting, the tongs and carrying them to and 
from the wall that is being laid. 
In the operation of the invention a row of 

blocks 10 are laid upon the ribs 7 with the 
inner sides of the clamping members 6 
against the sides of the blocks. The tongs 
and with them the blocks 10 are then lifted 
through the intermediacy of the link 5, and 
the tongs with the lifted blocks are carried 
to a position over the blocks 11 and in aline 
ment therewith, said blocks 11 being the 
blocks which have already been laid in the 
wall. The tongs are then lowered to the 
position shown in Figs. 2 and 3, in which 
the blocks 10 will rest upon mortar 12, or 
cement as the case may be, which has been 
placed upon the uppertier of the blocks 11, 
and with the inner sides of the members 6 
disposed respectively upon the inner and 
outer sides of the blocks 11, and with the 
ribs resting upon the upper sides of said 
tier of blocks. The weight of the blocks 10 
will force the mortar or cement 12 against 
the inner edges of the ribs 7, thereby giving 
a finish to the outer edges of the layer of 
mortar or cement 12, while the engagement 
of the members 6 with the blocks 11 will 
properly alline the blocks 10 with the blocks 
in the wall. 
To release the tongs from the wall, the 

lever 8 is swung downwardly thereby, incon 
nection with the link 9 swinging the lifting 
bars 1 and 2 so as to move the clampin 
members 6 outwardly from each other, an 
thereby withdrawing the ribs 7 from be 
tween the blocks 10 and 11. The tongs may 
then be lifted and swung back to the place 
of loading. 
Two pairs of downwardly and outwardly 

inclined brace bars 13 may be respectively 
attached to the bars 1 and 2 and also respec 
tively attached to the outer sides of the 
clamping members 6. 
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I do not limit my invention to the struc 
ture shown and described, as many modific 
cations, within the scope of the appended 
claims may be inade without departing from 
the spirit of my invention. 
What I claim is: 
1. Lifting tongs comprising two crossed 

bars pivoted to each other, and two parallel 
clamping members fastened respectively 
transversely to said bars and provided each 
on its inner side with a longitudinal rib 
spaced from the lower edge of the member. 

2. Ilifting tongs comprising two crossed 
bars pivoted to each other, two parallel 
clamping members fastened respectively 
transversely to said bars and provided each 
on its inner side with a longitudinal ri) 
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spaced from the lower edge of the member, 
and means connecting said bars for swing 
ing the latter to move said members away 
fron each other. - 

3. Ilifting tongs comprising two crossed 
bars pivoted to each other, two parallel 
clamping members fastened respectively 
transversely to said bars and provided each 
on its inner side with a longitudinal rib 
spaced from the lower edge of the member, 
a lever pivoted to one of said bars, and a 
link pivoted to the other bar and to said lever. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

name to this specification. 

JEREMIAH MADDEN. 
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