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To all chon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, SPENCER. W. JoHNSON, 

of Lathrop, in the county of Clinton and State 
of Missouri, have invented a new and Im 
proved Wire-Stretcher, of which the following 
is a full, clear, and exact description. 
The object of my invention is to provide an 

inexpensive wire-clamp by means of which the 
wires of wire fences may be conveniently 
stretched, and a clamp having such construc 
tion that it will not cut, bend short, or other 
wise injure the wires to which it is attached, 
as is the case with devices for this purpose in 
COO Se. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a plan view of my improved wire-clamp. Fig. 
2 is a section of the same, taken on the line a 
ac of Fig. 1; and Fig. 3 is a face view of the plates. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
Sponding parts. 
In the drawings, A and A' represent the plates 

of my new wire-clamp, which plates are hinged 
together at a, and are adapted to be clamped 
together for holding the wire firmly between 
their faces by the clamp-screw B, which passes 
through the opening b in the plate A and en 
ters the screw - opening b' in the plate A', as 
shown in Fig. 2. The face of the plate A is 
formed with the shallow grooves c c', and the 
plate A' is formed with the corresponding 
grooves c c', in which the wires are placed, as 
shown in Figs. 1 and 2. These groove are not 
made in a direct line across the faces of the 
plates, but are enlarged or rounded near the 
edges of the plates, to form the curved shoul 
dersee and e'e' and e'e', over or against which 
the wire to be stretched is drawn. 
The plate A' is longer than the plate A, as 

shown at d, and this extended portion d is 
formed with the opening f, in which is placed 
the ring D, upon which is swiveled the large 
ring E. 
In use, if barbed wire is to be stretched, the 

wire is to be clamped in the grooves nearest 
the hinge of the plates, and the wire should 
be placed in the said grooves so that the 
rounded shoulders e'e' of the plates shall be 
in the direction opposite that of the draft, so 
that the wire will be drawn over the said 
rounded shoulders, and thus prevented from 
being cut or injuriously bent. When plain 
wire is to be stretched the strand should be 
placed in the grooves c c, so that when power 
to stretch the wire is applied to the ring E the 
strand will be drawn over the curved shoul 
ders e e, and thus prevent the strand from be ing injured. 
The plates are of sufficient width so that the 

wire may be securely clamped and held be 
tween them without any corrugations, teeth, or 
similar means, and hence the wires are neither 
cut, bent short, nor abraded or in any man 
ner injured. With this clamp either horse, 
hand, or lever power may be employed for 65 
stretching the wire. If a lever is used, the le 
ver can be placed through the ring E and the 
short arm placed against a fence-post or other 
stationary object. In this manner the work of 
stretching the wire is very easily and quickly 7o 
done. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim 

as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent 
1. The combination, with the clamping-screw 

B, of the plates A A', hinged together at their 75 
lower ends, and provided with transverse 
grooves on their faces, whereby the wires are 
adapted to be clamped between the said plates, 
substantially as herein shown and described. 

2. The plate A and the plate A', formed with 8o 
corresponding grooves, which are rounded near 
the edge of the plates, in combination with 
the screw B, substantially as and for the pur 
poses set forth. 

SPENCER WILLIAM JOHNSON. 
Witnesses: 

W. H. BoHART, 
J. R. POPE. 
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