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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ELLIoTT L. LEWIS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Troy,
county of Rensselaer,and State of New York,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Animal - Traps, of which the
following is a specification, o

My inventionrelates to suchimprovements;
and it consists of the novel construction and
combination of parts hereinafter described
and subsequently claimed.

Reference may be had to the accompanying
drawings, and the letters of reference marked
thereon,which form a part of thisspecification.

Similar letters refer to similar parts in the
several figures therein.

Figure 1 of thedrawings is a top plan view
of my improved trap “set” in a position for use.
Fig. 2 is a side view of the keeper detached.
Fig. 3 is a similar view of the trigger. _

Myimproved trap comprisesaspring-bow A
and a bow-string B, having anoose B, together
with holding and tripping mechanism for
operating the trap. The holding mechanism
consists of ‘a pair of links C and C’, respect-
ively hinged by one end to the arms of the
bow. One of the links C is comparatively
rigid, preferably in the form of a straight
bar, and provided with an end hook C? adapt-
ed to engage with one end of the trigger-block
C?, secured to the link (’, which is flexible

and preferably a string'or cord. The end

hook engages one end of the block to hold
the bow bent in a state of tension, the other
end of the block being held in engagement
with the rigid link by means of the bait-trig-
ger D, having a notch or' recess D', adapted
to receive the block and lapping link and
clamp themn together. Assoon as the trig-
ger is tripped or moved sufficiently to loose
its hold upon both the link and block the re-
silient force of the bow causes the block to
swing upon the hook and escape therefrom
by reason of the flexible connection with the
bow. Thebow-string is provided with anoose,
which may be of any known form. As the
bow straightens out to resume its normal con-
dition the noose is drawn up and ineloses
some part of the animal. As a preferred and
novel form of noose, I have shown the string
in two doubled parts, the ends of one part be-

ingsecured to one end of the bow and theends
of the other part secured to the other end of
the bow. The folded end B?of each part in-
closes the folded strands of the other part.
The string may be made of any flexible ma-
terial, but preferably of fine wire when given
the form shown. The bow may be made
of any spring material, but preferably of
spring - wire with the middle spring coil or
coils A’, the loops or eyes A*to receive the
links, and the eyes A® to receive the string,
and the keeper I. The keeper is employed
to hold the bow in a bent position while the
noose and trigger are being properly adjust-
ed, and its position for that purpose is indi-
cated by the dotted lines in Fig. 1. The keeper

is provided with end hooks adapted to enter

the end eyes on the bow, as indicated by the
dotted lines. After the trap is properly ad-
justed the keeper is removed. The bait is
placed upon or near the trigger, and thetrap
may be so covered or guarded that the ani-
mal will approach it in the direction of the
noose. The noose may be arranged in any
known manner to catch the animal by the
head or by a foot, as desired. The wire form-
ing the bow may be of any desired size and
strength. .

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. Inatrap,the combination, with a spring-
bow, of a noose connection between its ends,
adetachablelink connection between its arms,
and a bait-trigger for detachably maintain-
ing the link conneetion, substantially as de-
seribed.

2. In an animal-trap, the combination, with
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a bow and a bow-string provided with a noose, .

‘of ‘abar-link hinged at one end to one arm of

the bow and provided with a hook at the
other end, a string-link secured at oneendto
the other arm of the bow and provided with
a trigger - block, and a detachable trigger
adapted to clamp the block and bar-link to-
gether, substantially as deseribed. .
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 9th day of September, 1891.
ELLIOTT L. LEWIS.
Witnesses: .
GEO. A. MOSHER,
FrANk C. CURTIS.
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