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This invention relates to portable incandescent 
electric lamps and relates particularly to attach 
mentS for grounding the lamp guards thereof. 
The object of the invention is to provide simple 

6 and inexpensive means for effectively grounding 
the lamp guards of electric lamps of the general 
type comprising a holder having a suitable han 
dile, Said holder being provided with a tapered re 
CeSS and With a hole which extends lengthwise 

10 through the handle and which communicates 
With the inner end of the recess therein, a socket 
member of insulating material adapted to be re 
movably Secured in Said receSS, and a lamp guard 
adapted to be attached to said holder so as to en 
close an incandescent electric lamp in the lamp 
Socket. 
To effect the objects thereof, a grounding at 

tachment embodying my invention and improve 
ments comprises the various features, combina 

20 tions of features and details of construction here 
inafter described and claimed. 

In the accompanying drawing, in which my in 
vention is fully illustrated, 

Fig. 1 is a side WieW, partly in central, longi 
25 tudinal section and partly in diagram, of a holder 

for a portable incandescent electric lamp 
equipped with a grounding attachment embody 
ing my invention; and 

Fig. 2 is a view of the socket member of the 
30 lamp from the right Side of Fig. 1, a portion of 

the lamp holder being ShOWn in diagram. 
Describing the invention with reference to the 

drawing, in which I have shown a portable elec 
tric lamp of the type to which the present inven 

35 tion has particular reference, A designates the 
holder of the lamp as a Whole, comprising an en 
larged body portion 1, for the most part shown 
in section, and a handle portion 2, shown in dia 
gral. 
Formed in the body portion 1 of the holder is a 

recess 3 adapted to receive a Socket member a 
provided with a usual socket adapted to receive 
an electric light bulb, indicated at 4, Fig. , and 
having usual electric contacts and connections 

45 for said light. 
The lamp 4 is enclosed and protected by a 

guard designated as a whole b, the Open end of 
which is adapted to be clamped or otherwise Se 
cured to the holder A adjacent the open end of 

50 the recess 3 therein in a usual or any desired 
ac. 
For purposes of clear and definite illustration 

and description, it will be assumed that the hold 
er A is made of rubber which is vulcanized to Such 

55 an extent that it will be sufficiently rigid to retain 
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its shape under all operating conditions, while 
the recessed portion 1 will be sufficiently flexible 
to conform readily to any Surface irregularities 
on the Socket member a. In practice, both the 
recess 3 and the Socket member a are correspond 
ingly tapered, the recess 3 being Sufficiently Small 
er than said socket member that When Said 
socket member is fully seated in Said receSS, it 
will be retained therein by fictional engagement 
with the Walls thereof while, at the Sane time, 
permitting removal of said Socket member, When 
desired. My invention, however, contemplates 
equally making said holder of any Suitable or 
desired insulating material. 
The socket member may be made of hard rub 

ber, porcelain, phenolic condensation product or 
other Suitable insulating material. 
The guard b exemplifies any desired or ap 

proved form of guard, consisting, as ShoWn, Of 
longitudinal wires 5 connected in Spaced rela 
tion by circular wires 6 and a circular clamping 
band 7, the circular wires 6 being secured to the 
inner sides of the Wires 5 and the band 7 to the 
outer sides of the ends thereof Which, in use, are 
attached directly to the holder A. 
In accordance with the present in Vention, the 

guard b is adapted to be grounded by means of 
a grounding attachment consisting, as ShOWn, 
of a clip 8 anchored to a bushing 9 embedded in 
the Socket member d, the free end of which is 
bent over the edge of the receSS 3 in the body 
portion 1 of the holder A So as to rest in contact 
With that portion of the Surface of Said holder 
which forms the seat for the guard b, as shown, 
With the bottom of a groove 10 formed in the body 
portion of Said holder adjacent its recessed end. 
For convenience in a SSembling Said clip 8 in 
proper relation to the guard b so that said clip 
will contact with One or more of the cage wires 
5, Said clip is provided at the portion thereof de 
signed to contact With the Wires of Said guard, 
with projections 11 of Such length that, in use, 
they will contact with a plurality of the cage 
Wires 5. 
The clip 8 is preferably made of thin sheet cop 

per, or other metal which is a good conductor 
of electricity, pliable and somewhat resilient, and 
is anchored to the Socket member a by a Screw 
12 threaded to a hole formed in the bushing 9. 

In the preferable construction shown, the por 
tion of the clip 8, which extends into the recess 
3 in the body portion 1 of the holder A, is con 
fined in the upper end of a groove 13 formed in 
the outer surface of the socket member a, which i10 
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is of slightly greater depth than the gauge of 
the metal forming Said clip. 
The clip 8 is grounded by means of a conductor 

Wire 14 shown as connected thereto by the ScreW 
12, the opposite end of which is connected to 
ground. As shown, also, the end of the conduc 
tor wire 14 connected to the clip 8 is confined in 
the lower end of the groove 13 in the Socket men 
ber a, the depth of Said groove being Substan 
tially equal to the diameter of said conductor - 
Wire. 

I claim: 
1. A portable incandescent electric lamp, com 

prising a recessed holder, a separate socket mem 
ber shaped and proportioned to fit within the 
receSS in Said holder with lateral surfaces thereof, 
in contact, a lamp guard, means for detachably 
Securing Said guard to said holder, and electric 
contactS and connections including a grounding 
contact and connection for the lamp guard, com 

1,976,862 
prising a clip of conducting material secured to 
the Socket member of the lamp and bent reverse 
ly over the edge of the recessed holder with a 
part thereof extending over the lamp guard seat 
On Said recessed holder, the relation being Such 
that attaching said guard in operative position 
to said holder will effect electrical contact there 
of with said clip, all electric connections includ 
ing Said grounding connection, being made di 
rectly to Said Socket member and being insert 
able into and removable from the recess in said 
holder therewith. 

2. The lamp specified in claim 1, the ground 
ing clip. Of Which is made of resilient material 
and is bent reversely over the edge of the re 
cessed holder and extends over the lamp guard 
Seat, the relation being such that attaching said 
guard"Will clamp a part of said clip between said 
guard and its Seat. 

WILLIAM NIELSEN. 
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