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To all whom it may concern: ‘

© Be it known that I, Samuer S. BRIOKER,
_a citizen of the United States, and a resi-
dent of the. city of Philadelphia, county of
5 Philadelphia; and Staté of Pennsylvania,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in' Burial Devices, of which the

following is a ‘specification. n
‘The main objects of this invention are,
10 to providé an improved burial receptacle;
_to provide in a burial receptacle improved
means for permitting the escape of gases
therefrom and for disinfecting and deodor-

izing the escaping gases; to provide an im-:
15 proved deodorizer and disinfector; and to-

hereinafter. o
In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1
is a fragmentary vertical section of a mau-
90 soleum, constructed in accordance with this
‘ invention and adapted to contain a plural-
" ity of bodies; and Fig. 2 a fragmentary ver-
tical section of a burial receptacle, con-
structed in accordance with this invention
25 and adapted to contain but a single body. -
*"" Referring to the drawings, one embodi-
ment of this invention comprises, as illus-
. trated in Fig. 1, a plurality of air-tight
crypts or cells 1, each adapted to contain a

.. 80 single body and each provided at one end:

with a removable door or closure 2. These
crypts may each.be made of cement, to pro-
-yide a monolithic structure, or may be made

of any suitable material, and are preferably
.35 arranged in one or mere vertical series rest-
" ing upon a_base or foundation 3, the
_foundation being preferably made of cement

in monolithic form. The front end of each

crypt is- preferably provided beneath its’

40 door with a suitable forwardly projecting

. shelf 4, to facilitate the insertion of a casket
into . the crypt, and to serve as a support
for flowers. : '

. For permitting the escape of gases from'
. 45 the crypts 1; and for deodorizing and dis-.

' infecting»thev-escaping ases, each crypt 1
" - is provided, preferably through its rear end
“wall and adjacent its lower side or floor,

with an outlet pipe 10, which is controlled
.50 outside of the crypt by a valve 11, of any

. suitable construction, which may be apened .

or closed manuglly at will, as occasion may
 require. The upper inner surface of the
- floor of each crypt is preferably substan-
*85 tially flat and horizontal, and may be pro-
" vided with a plurality of

provide other improvements, as\will appear

drainage grooves

19, ‘extending longitudinally thereof and
slightly inclined or inereasing slightly in
depth from the front end of the crypt to-
ward its rear end, and communicating at
their rear ends with a transverse groove 13,
which is inclined from its opposite ends to-
ward’ the outlet 10, to facilitate the flow
of seepage from the crypt toward and into
the outlet pipe 10. The outlet pipes 10
communicate through the valves 11 with a

60
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downwardly extending discharge pipe or’

conduit 15, the lower end of which projects
downwardly below the upper surface of the
foundation 3 and terminates in a recess or
well 16, arranged in the upper surface of
the base 8 and in the rear of the rear ends

of the crypts 1, the base 8 being extended-

rearwardly for this purpose. The well 16
is covered and hermetically sealed by means
of a suitable closure 17, which is provided
with a tubular inlet 18, which is closed

70

75

by means of an upwardly removable stopper

19, the stopper 19 being preferably threaded
into the tubular inlet 18. E

80 -

The crypts 1 are preferably inclosed in a -

suitable outer casing or structure 20, spaced

therefrom, and a vertical tubular outlet 21
is preferably arranged between the casing

20 and the crypts, to convey gases from the
well 16 upwardly through the top of the
casing 20 and into the surrounding atmos-
phere. . The well 16 is preferably charged
or filled with any suitable germicide, but
preferably with a suitable solution of potas-
sium bichromate and corrosive sublimate, or
with any other suitable liquid or fluid.

-85

90

However, when employing the solution men- .

tioned, it is preferable to:provide a con-
tainer composed.of a material which will

not be corroded or attacked:thereby. Inas-
much as cement is, generally speaking, not

95

affected by the action of chemicals such as

| are employed.for déedorizin 7 or disinfect-
ing purposes; the base upon which the series

N

of . cells is supported, and which is ordi-

1%

‘narily- made of cement,'is preferably ex-.

tended beyond the side of the cell resting .
directly ‘thereupon, for a sufficient distance -

to form therein‘'a well or chamber in which
a powerful liquid germicide may be con-

10.

tained. This arrangement, moreover, pro- . -
vides in addition a convenient way of locat-

ing the container or receptacle for the germi-
cide in a gosition"-dii'ectly beneath the dis-
charge end of the combined gas and seep-

age conduit, so that the products of decom-

11t
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position may be conducted. directly into the
-germicide.” The lower end of the discharge

pipe 15 leading from the crypts extends be-

low the lower end of the tubular outlet 21,
the lower end of the pipe 15 being prefer-
ably spaced slightly above the bottom of the

.well 16, and the lower end of the tubular
“outlet 21 terminating preferably adjacent

10

- the inlet 18 until it reaches

15
20

45

the under surface of the closure 17 of ‘the
well. The germicide, when in the form of
a solution, 1s poured into the well through

-as indicated, for instance, at 25, above the

Jower end.of the pipe 15 and slightly below

the lower end of the tubular outlet 21, after
which the stopper 19 is
the stopper 19 is in place, gases may not
enter or escape from the well 16, -except
through the pipes 15 and 21 provided - for
that purpose. B

. When two or more vertical series of crypts

-or cells 1 are combined in a single mauso--

leum or device, only a single well 16 is ‘used,
and: this well is connected with. all: of the
crypts or cells of each series by a separate

pipe 15, as hereinbefore described, or in any
other suitable manner. The valves 11 of all

~cells 1 not in use are normally kept closed,

-.30

35

»the.door 2 of the crypt is opened

and are.opened only as the cells are put-into
use./ - ’ G N

In the modified form of,this invention
illustrated in Fig. 2, the base 3 supports
only a single crypt 1, and the crypt 1 ag

-shown is integral or unitary with the base 3.

In the operation of this invention, when
it is desired to utilize one of the crypts 1
and the

. corresponding valve 11 ‘is also opened,. the
- well 16 having been charged with suitable

40
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* than dtmospheric
. sumed,that' after a body has been partially’

[

or'§Hg

disinfecting - :materials,  as héreinbefore
noted. After the body has been placed in
the erypt 1, the door 2 15 hermetically sealed
as usual. , ]
ally decomposes, the ‘gases formed by* the
decomposition, ‘together with any seepage
that.there may be from the-bodies, are ‘dis-
charged thréugh the outlet 10, valve 11 and

discharge pipe 15 into the deodorizing and"
well 16, where"
these gases and the seepage are ‘deodorized’
and disinfected: The deodorized ‘and- dis.’
infected  gases escape from the well 16

disinfecting matcrial in the

through- the tubular outlet 21 into the, at-
mosphere surrounding the outer casing 20.
The closed well and its _
15 and 21 thus form a -trap ‘which; when
charged as *hereinbefore ~ deseribed with
germicide in-solution,
hquid, prevents v
wardly through the trap and info the crypts
or ‘cells,” but permits the escape .of gases
from the erypts’
pressure. It may be as-

one of the cells 1,

ghtly decomposed: n

a suitable level,.

then inserted. - When

As-the body in the crypt: gradu-"

inlet and outlet pipes

or with any suitable |- 2 ! Jut
any air from -passing up-. -unitary hermetically sealed cells; or crypts, -
-vertically arranged and resting - 6i (

under a pressure greater’

1,051,386

practically all of the free oxygen originally
contained in the cell will either have been
consumed in forming carbon dioxid from
some of the carbon contained in the body,
or will' have been’ expelled from the cell,
ixed with ofner gases,.and the body will
thus be protected from further decomposi-
tion. s ' :

. When a

plurality of crypts or cells are
combined in g si

a single device, as illustrated,

for instance, in Fig. 1, each crypt 1 is pref-

erably in the form of a unitary structure or
section, which rests upon its! foundation or
upon an underlying crypt, movably, and re-
movably, and is held in place merely by
gravity, supplemented by the pipe -con-
nection 15, which is of a’character to flex
or yield under a moderate . stress. The
crypts are therefore free to charige their -
relative positions, to adjust themselves to
any uneven settling, or to any ordinary
vibration of their foundation or "of the
ground, or even to extraordinary vibration,
such- as earthquakes, without fracture or
other serious injury to the crypts.:
. It is to be understood ‘that_this inven-
tion -is not limited to any precise construc-
tion hereinbefore disclosed, or to any ma-
terial or miterials from which to form the
crypts, or to any particular material or ma-
terials for use as a germicide in the well 16,
as it is evident that this invention might
be applied in various constructions and by
the use of various materials, without depart-.
ing from the spirit of the invention or the
scope of the appended claims, .
' Hayving 'thus- fully described this inven- ~
tion, I'claim and desire to protect by Let-

80

95

ters Patent of the United States: - ,, ;

1. A burial device comprising a series of
unitary hermetically sealed cells.or crypts,
vertically -arranged and resting one upon

‘the other, a combined gas and seepage con--
‘duit, connections’

between éach “cell - and
said conduit through which all the gas and
seepage which may be formed m'any cell is
conducted to said ~conduit, .a base. upon -
which said series of cells is supported, said
base projecting beyond the bottom cell of
said series and provided with a chamber in
the projecting’ portien of said base, and into .
which the lower endof said conduit. extends
to a point near the bottom of sdid chamber, -
a germicide in said chamber, and: meansto-
conduct away the gas delivered: from 'said 136
chamber after said gas and seepage have < -
been acted upon by:said. germicide. SRS

2. A burial device comprising & series of

the other, a_cell of the series.hdvmfééits te

tom extended beyond the front o the cell-

to form a shelf, and the top of the cell im-
mediately beneath said last mentioned cell
extending beyond the front of said
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form a portion of and a support for said
shelf, a combined gas and seepage conduit
through which all the gas and seepage
which may be formed in any cell is con-
ducted to said conduit, a base upon which
said series of cells is supported, the said
base projecting beyond the bottom cell of
said series and provided with a chamber in
the projecting portion of said base, and into

12 which the lower end of said conduit extends

to a point near the bottom of said chamber,

a

a germicide in said chamber, and means to

conduct away the gas delivered from said -

chamber after said gas and seepage have
been actéed upon by said germicide.

In witness whereof, T have hereunto set
my hand this 16th day of July, A. D., 1912,

SAMUEL 8. BRICKER.

‘Witnesses:
FrepERICE A. BrouxT,
A1LEXANDER PARK.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by.addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. c.” '




