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OTTO ESSBACH, OF KLINGENTHAL, GERMANY,

SURGICAL SEWING MATERIAL CONSISTING OF A COMPOUND OF CATGUT AND SILXK.

1,180,386.

No Drawing.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Orro Esspacw, a sub-
ject of the King of Saxony, and resident of
Klingenthal, Germany, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Surgi-
cal Sewing Material Consisting of a Com-
pound of Catgut and Silk, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

Hitherto, it is generally known to use for
surgical purposes sewing-material which
consists of silk or catgut threads. The for-
mer are employed if it is possible to remove
the threads atter healing, while the latter
are used for sewing inner organs, as the cat-
gut threads dissolve gradually in the inte-
rior of the body, without causing any dam-
age to the latter. Practice has proved, how-
ever, that the employment of pure catgut
threads has the drawback that their disso-
lution happened too early, that is before the
sewed place was completely healed. Thus,
sudden breaks of the inner sewed wound oc-
cur and thus endanger the life of the sick
person. To overcome this drawback, ex-
tremely strong and firmly twisted catgut
threads have been used for preventing a tear-
ing of the same or a too early dissolution.
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This strength and tightness prevents, how-
ever, a sufficient sterilization, as these catgut
threads must be sterilized after their manu-
facture only.

These and other drawbacks, which fre-
guently endanger a human life, are, accord-
ing to the present inventicn, overcome by the

employment of a thread made from a mix- :

ture of catgut threads and fine silk fibers.
The advantage derived from this new
thread ig that the catgut threads will be en-
tirely absorbed while the fine silk fibers are

adapted to become so encysted in the tissues

of the body that they need not be removed
after the wound heals.

What I claim, is:

A surgical sewing-material, comprising a
mixture of catgut threads and fine silk
fibers, the former adapted to be entirely ab-
sorbed and the latter to become so encysted
in the tissues of the body that they need not
be removed after the wound heals, substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.

OTTO ESSBACH.

Witnesses:

GusTave OrTo RopACK,
Rosert H. NIER.

Washington, D. C.”

30




