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USE OF DISTINCTIVE RINGING INA 
WIRELESS COMMUNICATION SYSTEM TO 

INFORM A CALLED PARTY OF AN 
INCREASED BILLING RATE 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

The present application is a continuation-in-part of, and 
claims priority pursuant to 35 U.S.C. Sec. 120 to U.S. 
application Ser. No. 09/223,890, filed Dec. 31, 1998, 
pending, which is hereby incorporated herein by reference in 
its entirety. 

BACKGROUND 

1. Technical Field 

The present invention relates generally to wireless com 
munication Systems, and more particularly to a wireleSS 
communication System in which a distinctive ringing is 
employed to notify the user of a mobile unit of an increased 
billing rate that will be applied to an incoming call. 

2. Related Art 

Cellular wireless communication Systems are generally 
known in the art to facilitate wireleSS communications 
within respective Service coverage areas. Such wireleSS 
communication Systems include a “network infrastructure' 
that facilitates the wireleSS communications with mobile 
units operating within a Service coverage area. The network 
infrastructure typically includes a plurality of base Stations 
dispersed throughout the Service coverage area, each of 
which Supports wireleSS communications within a respective 
cell (or set of Sectors). The base Stations couple to base 
station controllers (BSCs), with each BSC serving a plural 
ity of base stations. Each BSC couples to a mobile Switching 
center (MSC) which also couples to the PSTN, the Internet 
and/or to other MSCs. 
A wireleSS mobile unit operating within the Service cov 

erage area communicates with one or more of the base 
Stations. The base Stations route the communications to the 
MSC via a serving BSC. The MSC routes the communica 
tions to another subscribing wireless unit via a BSC/base 
station path (which may be the same BSC/base station path 
when the communications are with another Subscribing unit 
serviced by the same base station) or via the PSTN/Internet/ 
other network to a terminating destination. 

Various operating Standards have been developed to Stan 
dardize wireleSS communications. The wireleSS communi 
cation operating Standards include, for example, the 
Advanced Mobile Phone Service (AMPS) standards, the 
Global Standards for Mobile Communications (GSM), the 
Code Division Multiple Access (CDMA) Standards and the 
Time Division Multiple Access (TDMA) standards. A stan 
dard that is employed in North America for interconnectivity 
of MSCs is the IS-41 standard. These operating standards set 
forth the technical requirements that facilitate compatible 
operation between equipment of differing vendors. 

With advances in the structure and operation of modern 
wireleSS communication Systems, the mobility provided by 
Such Systems has also advanced. For example, the user of a 
mobile unit may roam within most areas in the United States 
and be Supported by a local wireleSS communication System. 
In Such roaming operation, the user may access the local 
wireleSS communication System simply by operating his or 
her mobile unit as he or she would within his or her own 
Service area. The local wireleSS communication System will 
service the call from or to the mobile unit. Thus, mobility 
has become essentially Seamless to the user. 
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2 
When roaming, however, the fee structure is altered for 

most mobile unit users. Roaming fees are typically charged 
on a usage basis when a mobile unit is outside of its “Home 
Zone' or when a call is terminated to the mobile unit outside 
of its Originating Rate Center. Further, toll charges are 
typically assessed for incoming calls that are routed to a 
roaming mobile unit. However, even when a user is roaming, 
roaming and toll charges are not always applied. For 
example, when the call originates from a roamer access port 
or another mobile unit, toll charges are often not assessed. 
Further, when a mobile unit receives a call from another 
mobile unit, roaming charges are not always applied. When 
receiving an incoming call, the user does not know whether 
toll charges will be applied or whether roaming fees will 
apply. It is not until the user receives his or her bill that this 
information is learned. Thus, the user has no control over 
these charges and no particular knowledge of when these 
charges will be assessed. 

Thus, there is a need in the art for a wireleSS communi 
cation System in which a user has control over charges that 
will be applied to his or her usage. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Thus, to overcome the Shortcomings of the prior Systems, 
among other shortcomings, a wireleSS communication Sys 
tem constructed according to the present invention deter 
mines whether an increased billing rate that includes roam 
ing fees or toll charges will be applied to an incoming call 
terminated to a mobile unit and provides a distinctive 
ringing when an increased billing rate will be applied. 
Typically, these charges will be applied when the mobile unit 
is operating outside of its Home Zone or when the mobile 
unit terminates a call outside of its Originating Rate Center. 
The user of the mobile unit may then elect to receive the call 
based upon the knowledge that an increased billing rate will 
be applied. 
A wireleSS communication System constructed according 

to the present invention includes an originating mobile 
switching center (MSC), a home location register (HLR), a 
serving MSC and Supporting infrastructure for each MSC. 
Such Supporting infrastructure includes a plurality of base 
station controllers (BSC) and a plurality of base stations. 
The base Stations Support wireleSS communications within 
respective cells to Service mobile units operating in the cells. 

In an operation according to the present invention, an 
originating mobile Switching center determines an Originat 
ing Rate Center ID of an incoming call intended for a 
Serviced mobile unit. The originating mobile Switching 
center Sends a locate request to a home location register that 
Serves the mobile unit, the locate request including the 
Originating Rate Center ID. In response, the home location 
register forwards the Originating Rate Center ID to a Serving 
mobile Switching center in a route request. 
The Serving mobile Switching center previously obtained 

the mobile unit's service profile, the service profile includ 
ing the Home Zone ID and directives relating to how and 
when to provide distinctive ringing during call termination. 
One directive may require that a distinctive ringing (of a 
particular ring cadence) be applied when a call is terminated 
to the mobile unit outside of the Originating Rate Center. 
Another directive may require that a distinctive ringing (of 
a particular ring cadence) be applied when a call is termi 
nated to the mobile unit outside of the Home Zone of the 
mobile unit. 

In response to the route request, the Serving mobile 
Switching center pages the mobile unit and the mobile unit 
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responds to the page. Based upon the location of the mobile 
unit within a respective Service area, the Serving mobile 
Switching center determines whether an increased billing 
rate will be applied to the call. If an increased billing rate 
will be applied, the Serving mobile Switching center causes 
a distinctive ringing to be provided to the mobile unit. This 
distinctive ringing will be provided according to the direc 
tives Stored in the visitor location register of the Serving 
mobile Switching center. If regular charges will be applied, 
a normal ringing is provided during the alert. 
By Specifying a particular ring cadence that will be 

provided to the mobile unit when a call at an increased 
billing rate will be terminated to the mobile unit, the mobile 
unit may roam to any Serving mobile Switching center and 
receive the same distinctive ringing for increased billing rate 
calls. Thus, the user will be presented with a consistent 
operation when an increased billing rate applies. 
Alternatively, a differing ring cadence may be applied for 
calls that are terminated outside of the Originating Rate 
Center as compared to calls that are terminated outside of the 
mobile unit's Home Zone. When differing billing rates apply 
thereto, the user of the mobile unit will be presented with 
multiple distinctive ring cadences for the differing increased 
billing calls. 

Moreover, other aspects of the present invention will 
become apparent with further reference to the drawings and 
specification which follow. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

A better understanding of the present invention can be 
obtained when the following detailed description of the 
preferred embodiment is considered in conjunction with the 
following drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a System diagram illustrating generally the 
Structure of a wireleSS communication System constructed 
according to the present invention; 

FIGS. 2 and 3 are logic diagrams illustrating operation of 
a wireleSS communication System according to the present 
invention in which the wireleSS communication System 
provides a distinctive alert Signal to a mobile unit when 
attempting to terminate an increased billing rate call to the 
mobile unit; and 

FIGS. 4A and 4B are message flow diagrams illustrating 
the flow of messages among an originating mobile Switching 
center, a home location register, a Serving mobile Switching 
center, a base Station controller, a base Station and a mobile 
unit according to the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a System diagram illustrating generally the 
Structure of a wireleSS communication System constructed 
according to the present invention. The wireleSS communi 
cation system 100 includes mobile Switching centers 
(MSCs) 102 and 116. Coupled to each MSC 102 and 116 is 
at least one base station controller (BSC). For example, BSC 
104 is shown to be coupled to MSC 102 while BSC 118 is 
shown to be coupled to MSC 116. Finally, at least one base 
station couples to each BSC. As shown, base stations 106 
and 107 couple to BSC 104 and provide wireless service 
within respective cell/sectors while base stations 122 and 
123 couple to BSC 118 and provide wireless service within 
respective cell/Sectors. The construction of cellular based 
wireleSS communication Systems is generally known. Thus, 
the Structure of Such cellular wireleSS communication SyS 
tems will not be discussed other than to explain the teachings 
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4 
of the present invention. However, in a typical cellular 
wireleSS communication System, a plurality of base Stations 
couple to each BSC and a plurality of BSCs couple to each 
MSC. 

Each of the MSCs 102 and 116 is serviced by a visitor 
location register (VLR), 108 and 120, respectively. Stored in 
the VLRs 108 and 120 are Subscriber records for mobile 
units that are active in the service area of the MSCs 102 and 
116, respectively. Each of the MSCs 102 and 116 also 
couples to a home location register (HLR) 110 which stores 
the subscriber information that is retrieved by the serving 
MSCs. The construction of VLRs and HLRs is also gener 
ally known and their operation will only be discussed herein 
as it applies to operation according to the present invention. 
A signaling path between the MSCs 102 and 116 and the 
HLR 110 is shown as a dotted line while the traffic paths 
between the MSCS 102 and 116 and the PSTN 114 are 
shown as Solid lines. Communications between the MSCs 
102 and 116 and the HLR 110 may be compliant with the 
IS-41 standard promulgated for North American interSystem 
operations. 
When a mobile unit becomes active in a Service area of an 

MSC 102 or 116, the service profile of the mobile unit is 
downloaded to a respective VLR 108 or 120. The service 
profile may be retrieved in IS-41 qualreq or regnot response 
messages. The Service profile includes information Such as 
the mobile unit's toll restrictions, the mobile unit's Elec 
tronic Serial Number (ESN), information required to authen 
ticate the mobile unit and features supported by the mobile 
unit Such as calling line ID, three way calling and other 
Subscriber information for the mobile unit. 

According to the present invention, the Subscriber infor 
mation also includes an indication of whether or not dis 
tinctive ringing is to be applied when the mobile terminates 
a call outside of the Originating Rate Center and an indica 
tion of which distinctive ringing cadence should be used in 
Such case. The Subscriber information also includes an 
indication of the Home Zone ID of the mobile unit and an 
indication of whether or not distinctive ringing is to be 
applied when the mobile terminates a call outside of its 
Home Zone and a distinctive ringing cadence to be applied 
in Such case. Storing the ringing cadence in the Subscriber 
information for increased billing rate calls ensures that the 
ringing cadence is consistent regardless of which MSC is 
Serving the mobile. 

Each of the MSCs 102 and 116 also couples to the public 
switched telephone network (PSTN) 114. Terminals 128 and 
130 couple to the PSTN 114 and may access the wireless 
communication system 100 thereby. The MSCs 102 and 116 
may couple to other communication networks, Such as the 
Internet, as well. 
A Home Zone 132 for mobile units 112, 126 and 124 is 

illustrated as ellipse 132. The Home Zone 132 is serviced by 
both MSC 102 and MSC 116. As is shown, base stations 107 
and 123 provide service within the Home Zone 132. 
However, as is also shown, base stations 106 and 122 do not 
provide service within the Home Zone 132. Thus, without 
determining which base Station currently provides Service to 
the mobile units 112, 124 and 126, it cannot be determined 
whether the mobile units are operating within the Home 
Zone 132. Since an increased billing rate is applied for calls 
terminated to a mobile unit operating outside of its Home 
Zone 132, a determination of whether the mobile unit is 
operating outside of the Home Zone 132 must be determined 
upon call termination. 

In an operation according to the present invention, a call 
is received by MSC 102 (“originating MSC) via the PSTN 
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114 from terminal 128 and intended for mobile unit 112. In 
Such case, the originating MSC 102 sends a locate request to 
the HLR 110. Contained in this locate request is the Origi 
nating Rate Center ID. According to the present 
embodiment, the Originating Rate Center ID is the NPA 
NXX for a telephone Switch that originated the call. The 
NPA is the Numbering Plan Area for the telephone Switch 
and the NXX is the Office Code for the telephone switch. 
The NPA-NXX therefore identifies the location at which the 
call originated, the Originating Rate Center ID. 

The HLR 110 receives the locate request from the Origi 
nating MSC 102 and retrieves subscriber and current infor 
mation for the mobile unit 124. The HLR 110 determines 
that MSC 116 (“serving MSC) currently services the 
mobile unit 112 and sends a route request to the Serving 
MSC 116 which includes the NPA-NXX (Originating Rate 
Center). The serving MSC 116 then sets up the call with the 
originating MSC 102 and sends a page to the mobile unit 112 
according to known paging techniques. The mobile unit 112 
responds to the page via base Station 123. 

Determining that the mobile unit 112 responded via base 
station 123, the serving MSC 102 determines whether the 
call will be terminated outside of the Originating Rate 
Center and whether the call will be terminated outside of the 
Home Zone 132 of the mobile unit 112. Such determinations 
are made using the serving MSC's 116 Local Call Area 
Screening Tables, the NPA-NXX of the incoming call and 
the identity of the base station 123 at which the mobile unit 
112 responded to the page. In the present example, the 
serving MSC 102 therefore determines that the call is 
terminated within the Originating Rate Center. Thus, the call 
is not an increased billing rate call and no distinctive ringing 
is applied. 

In another example, a call is received by the serving MSC 
116 for mobile unit 124. The mobile unit responds to a page 
at base Station 122. In Such case, the Originating Rate Center 
is also serviced by base station 122. Thus, based upon the 
Originating Rate Center, the call would not be an increased 
billing rate call. However, the mobile unit 124 is operating 
outside of its Home Zone 132. The serving mobile Switching 
center 116 determines that the mobile unit 124 is operating 
outside of its Home Zone 132 based upon using the Serving 
MSC's 116 Local Call Area Screening Tables, the Home 
Zone ID of the mobile unit 124 and the identity of the base 
station 122 at which the mobile unit 112 responded to the 
page. The subscriber information for the mobile unit 124 
directs the serving MSC 116 to provide distinctive ringing 
for calls terminated to the mobile unit 124 outside of its 
Home Zone 132. Thus, the serving MSC 116 provides a 
distinctive ringing (of the ring cadence required by the 
subscriber information) to the mobile unit 124 to alert the 
mobile unit 124 of the increased billing rate call. 

In another operation according to the present invention, a 
call from terminal 130 and intended for mobile unit 126 is 
received by originating MSC 102. The originating MSC 102 
sends a locate request to the HLR 110 that includes the 
NPA-NXX for the incoming call. The HLR 110 determines 
that MSC 102 currently serves the mobile unit 124 and 
notifies the serving MSC 102. The serving MSC 102 pages 
the mobile unit 126 and the mobile unit 124 responds via 
base station 106. 

The serving MSC 102, using its Local Call Area Screen 
ing Tables, the NPA-NXX of the incoming call, the Home 
Zone ID, the Originating Rate Center ID and the identity of 
the base station 106, determines that the call will be termi 
nated outside of the Originating Rate Center and outside of 
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6 
the Home Zone 132 of the mobile unit 126. Thus, the serving 
MSC 102 determines that an increased billing rate will be 
applied. Because an increased billing rate will be applied, 
and based upon the subscriber profile, the serving MSC 102 
provides a distinctive ringing to the mobile unit 126 to alert 
the user of the mobile unit 126 that the incoming call is an 
increased billing rate call. The user of the mobile unit 126 
may then, based upon the distinctive ringing, decide whether 
to receive the call and pay the billing rate for the call. AS 
contrasted to the previous example, because the mobile unit 
126 was operating outside of its Home Zone 132, it was 
charged the toll. 

In another operation, mobile unit 126 originates a call 
intended for mobile unit 124. While both mobile units 124 
and 126 are roaming, the originating MSC 102 determines 
that the call originated at mobile unit 126 and assigns an 
Originating Rate Center ID accordingly. In the wireleSS 
communication System, mobile unit to mobile unit calls are 
all regular calls. The originating MSC 102 therefore sends a 
locate request to the HLR 110, the locate request including 
an Originating Rate Center ID that identifies the originating 
mobile unit 126 as another mobile unit supported by the 
System. In response, the HLR sends a route request to the 
serving MSC 116 that includes the Originating Rate Center 
ID. The serving MSC 116 pages the mobile unit 124 and 
then determines whether the call is an increased rate call. 
Because of the Originating Rate Center ID it has received, 
the serving MSC 116 determines that the call will be regular 
billing rate call and provides a corresponding ringing Signal. 

In still another example, the PSTN 114 employs intelli 
gent routing to route calls to mobile units via their Serving 
MSCs. In such case, the serving MSC receives the NPA 
NXX and uses the NPA-NXX to determine whether the call 
is an increased billing rate call. Based upon this 
determination, operations previously described are per 
formed and distinctive ringing is provided if the call is an 
increased billing rate call. 

FIGS. 2 and 3 are logic diagrams illustrating operation of 
a wireleSS communication System according to the present 
invention in which the wireleSS communication System 
provides a distinctive alert Signal to a mobile unit when 
attempting to terminate an increased billing rate call to the 
mobile unit. Referring now to FIG. 2, at step 202, an 
originating MSC receives a call intended for a mobile unit. 
At step 204, the originating MSC determines the Originating 
Rate Center ID for the call. AS was described with reference 
to FIG. 1, the Originating Rate Center ID may take the form 
of an NPA-NXX. At step 206, the originating MSC sends a 
locate request to the HLR serving the mobile unit. In the 
locate request, the originating MSC includes the Originating 
Rate Center ID. Next, at step 208, the HLR sends a route 
request to a Serving MSC including the Originating Rate 
Center ID. The route request may also specify the ring 
cadence to use when the mobile unit is located outside of the 
originating rate center. Such ring cadence may be specified 
as an alert code parameter in the route request. Then, at Step 
210, the serving MSC pages the mobile unit. At step 212, the 
mobile unit responds to the page. 

Then, at step 214, the serving MSC determines whether 
the call is an increased billing rate call. AS was previously 
described, such determination is made by the serving MSC 
using its Local Call Area Screening Tables, the NPA-NXX 
of the incoming call, the Home Zone ID for the mobile unit 
and the identity of the base Station that received the page 
response from the mobile unit. AS was previously described, 
two particular situations are described herein where an 
increased billing rate will be applied. A first situation is 



US 6,332,075 B1 
7 8 

when the mobile unit terminates a call outside of the the serving MSC determines whether the call is an increased 
Originating Rate Center. A Second situation is when the billing rate call or a regular billing rate call. Then, the 
mobile unit terminates a call outside of its Home Zone. Of Serving base Station Sends a distinctive ring to the mobile 
course, other operating Scenarios may occur in which an unit if the call is an increased billing rate call or a regular 
increased billing rate will be applied, Such operating Sce- 5 ring if not. This distinctive ring (as well as the normal ring) 
narios also encompassed by the present invention. Operation may have been specified to the serving MSC in the previ 
proceeds from step 214 via off-page connector to step 302 of ously discussed messages. If not, default normal and dis 
FIG. 3. tinctive rings are employed. 

Referring now to FIG. 3, at step 302, the serving MSC The user of the mobile unit may answer the alert at 424 
provides an alert to the mobile unit based upon whether the 10 via the servicing BTS and the servicing BSC by accepting 
call is an increased billing rate call or a regular billing rate the call. Once these Steps are complete, the call is Serviced 
call. When the call is a or a regular billing rate call, a normal at 426 until either the mobile unit or the originating party 
ringing is provided. However, when the call is an increased disconnects. At 428, either the mobile unit or the originating 
billing rate call, a distinctive ringing is provide to the mobile party initiates disconnection of the call. Then, at step 430, 
unit based upon the subscriber profile for the mobile unit. 15 the servicing BSC initiates the release of the channel at 430. 
Such distinctive ringing cadence may be specified in the The invention disclosed herein is Susceptible to various 
alert code parameter as was described above. At step 304, modifications and alternative forms. Specific embodiments 
the user of the mobile unit determines whether to receive the therefor have been shown by way of example in the draw 
call. If the user chooses not to receive the call, operation ings and detailed description. It should be understood, 
ends. However, if the user chooses to receive the call, the however, that the drawings and detailed description thereto 
call is completed at step 306 and serviced until it is termi- are not intended to limit the invention to the particular form 
nated at step 308. Then, at step 310, a call detail record is disclosed, but on the contrary, the invention is to cover all 
created for the call by the serving MSC, the call detail modifications, equivalents and alternatives falling within the 
recording including the increased billing rate, if applied. Spirit and Scope of the present invention as defined by the 
From step 310, operation ends. claims. 

FIGS. 4A and 4B are message flow diagrams illustrating What is claimed is: 
the flow of messages among an originating mobile Switching 1. A method of operating a wireleSS communication 
center, a home location register, a Serving mobile Switching System, the method comprising: 
center, a base station (BTS) controller, a base station and a receiving a call intended for a mobile unit serviced by the 
mobile unit according to the present invention. At 402, the wireleSS communication System; 
originating MSC has received a request to terminate a call to 
a mobile unit based upon a call request and, in response, 
sends a locate request to a Serving HLR. The locate request 
sent at 402 includes the Originating Rate Center ID. 

determining whether the call is an increased billing rate 
call or a regular billing rate call based upon a compari 
son between an Originating Rate Center ID for the call 

35 and a current location of the mobile unit; 
completing the call to the mobile unit; 
if the call is an increased billing rate call, providing a 

distinctive ringing alert Signal to the mobile unit; and 
if the mobile unit accepts the call, Servicing the call to 

completion. 
2. The method of claim 1, wherein determining whether 

the call is an increased billing rate call or a regular billing 
rate call includes comparing the Originating Rate Center ID 
for the call and the identification of a base Station Serving the 

45 current location of the mobile unit. 
3. The method of claim 2, wherein the Originating Rate 

Center ID comprises: 

The HLR then sends a route request to the serving MSC 
which includes the Originating Rate Center ID of the call at 
404. The route request may also include an alert code 
parameter which specifies the alert cadence (ringing 
cadence) to use if the mobile unit to which the call is 
terminated is located outside of its originating rate center. AS 
is generally known, the last known location of the mobile 
unit (serving MSC) is stored in the HLR and accessed in 
response to the locate request. In response, at 406, the 
serving MSC responds to the HLR with a route request 
response. The HLR then sends a locate request response to 
the originating MSC at 408, such locate request response 
identifying the Serving MSC and including the Originating 

40 

Rate Center ID. a numbering plan area; and 
At 410, the originating MSC and the serving MSC per- so an office code: 

form call routing to service the call. The serving MSC then 4. The method of claim 1, wherein determining whether 
Sends a page to the mobile unit via at least one BSC and at the call is an increased billing rate call or a regular billing 
least one base station transceiving subsystem (BTS) at 412 rate call is determined using a Local Call Area Screening 
according to its paging operations. At 414, the mobile unit Table contained in a mobile Switching center Servicing the 
responds to the page with a page response. Such page 55 call. 
response is relayed via a servicing BTS to a servicing BSC. 5. The method of claim 1, wherein: 
The servicing BSC then coordinates the allocation and setup a first ring cadence is provided to the mobile unit if the 
of a channel to the mobile unit at 416. Subsequently, the call is an increased billing rate call; 
Servicing BTS Sends an on channel message to the Serving a Second ring cadence is provided to the mobile unit if the 
MSC via the servicing BSC at 418. 60 call is a regular billing rate call; and 

Referring now to FIG. 4B, the serving MSC completes the the first ring cadence and the Second ring cadence are 
call to the mobile unit at 420. Then, the serving MSC sends stored in the mobile unit's subscriber profile and down 
an alert to the mobile unit via the servicing BSC and loaded to a mobile Switching center Servicing the call. 
Servicing BTS at 422, Such alert Signal causing the mobile 6. The method of claim 1, wherein determining whether 
unit to ring. Based upon the Originating Rate Center ID of 65 the call is an increased billing rate call or a regular rate call 
the call, the Home Zone of the mobile unit and the base is also based upon a comparison between the current loca 
Station from which the mobile unit responded to the page, tion of the mobile unit and a Home Zone of the mobile unit. 
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7. The method of claim 6, wherein determining whether 
the call is an increased billing rate call or a regular billing 
rate call is determined based upon an access of a Local Call 
Area Screening Table. 

8. A wireleSS communication System comprising: 
an originating mobile Switching center and a respective 

Supporting infrastructure, the originating mobile 
Switching center receiving a call intended for a mobile 
unit Serviced by the wireleSS communication System, 
the originating mobile Switching center determining an 
Originating Rate Center ID for the call; 

a home location register that Stores location information 
for the mobile unit; and 

a Serving mobile Switching center and a respective Sup 
porting infrastructure; 

the originating mobile Switching center and the Serving 
mobile Switching center completing the call to the 
mobile unit; 

the Serving mobile Switching center determining whether 
the call is an increased billing rate call based upon a 
comparison between the Originating Rate Center ID for 
the call and a current location of the mobile unit; and 

if the call is an increased billing rate call, the Serving 
mobile Switching center providing a distinctive ringing 
alert Signal to the mobile unit to indicate that the call is 
an increased billing rate call. 

9. The wireless communication system of claim 8, 
wherein the Serving mobile Switching center determines 
whether the call is an increased billing rate call or a regular 
billing rate call by comparing the Originating Rate Center 
ID for the call and the identification of a base station serving 
a current location of the mobile unit. 

10. The wireless communication system of claim 9, 
wherein the Originating Rate Center ID comprises: 

a numbering plan area; and 
an office code. 
11. The wireless communication system of claim 10, 

wherein the Serving mobile Switching center determines 
whether the call is an increased billing rate call or a regular 
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billing rate call based upon an access of a Local Call Area 
Screening Table. 

12. The wireleSS communication System of claim 1, 
wherein the Serving mobile Switching center determines 
whether the call is an increased billing rate call or a regular 
billing rate call based upon an access of a Local Call Area 
Screening Table. 

13. The wireless communication system of claim 8, 
wherein the Serving mobile Switching center determines 
whether the call is an increased billing rate call or a regular 
rate call also based upon a comparison between the current 
location of the mobile unit and a Home Zone of the mobile 
unit. 

14. The wireless communication system of claim 13, 
wherein the mobile switching center determines whether the 
call is an increased billing rate call or a regular billing rate 
call based upon an access of a Local Call Area Screening 
Table. 

15. The wireless communication system of claim 8, 
wherein when the Originating Rate Center ID for the call 
indicates that the call originates from another mobile unit, 
the call is charged at a regular billing rate. 

16. The wireless communication system of claim 8, 
further comprising a visitor location register coupled to the 
Serving mobile Switching center that Stores Subscriber infor 
mation for the mobile unit. 

17. The wireless communication system of claim 16, 
wherein the Subscriber information identifies a Home Zone 
ID for the mobile unit. 

18. The wireless communication system of claim 16, 
wherein the Subscriber information indicates whether a 
distinctive ringing alert should be applied for increased 
billing rate calls. 

19. The wireless communication system of claim 16, 
wherein the Subscriber information indicates a ringing 
cadence to be applied for increased billing rate calls. 

20. The wireless communication system of claim 19, 
wherein the Subscriber information indicates a ringing 
cadence to be applied for regular billing rate calls. 

k k k k k 


