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(57) Abstract

A technology for privately preserving an arbitrary part of a work or freely
incorporating it into one's own work while considering the protection of
copyright. When a reading software operating on a terminal connecied to a
network displays or copies an electronic document, document information of the
electronic document and user information are transmitted to a document
management server that manages the electronic document to request a display or
copy permission, The document management server grants the display or copy
permission when a predetermined condition is satisfied. The present invention
constitutes a document (document object) using document data, document owner
information about the user, a display method and a copying method. When the
document object receives the display or copy message, the document owner
information inside the document object is examined, and display or copy is
effected when the user is recognized as a legitimate user. The present invention
can prevent the distribution of copies not intended by the author while permitting
re-utilization of the work by users, and can promote the electronic distribution of
useful information.
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