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Toall whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Waurer StErmY
Brown, a citizen of the United States, and
‘resident of Urbana, in the county of Cham-
paign and State of Illinois, have invented
‘a new and-useful Improvement in Diving
Boards, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description.

My invention relates to improvements in
diving boards, and it consists in the combi-

nations, constructions, and arrangements

herein described and claimed.

An object of my invention is to provide
a diving board of the character described
in which that portion of the board behind
the fulcrum flexes so as to lend a high degree
of resiliency thereto without undue strain
at that portion above the fulerum. i
:should be noted at the present time that
the ordinary type of spring board which
flexes in front of the fulerum and between
the fulerum and the diver frequently breaks
at a point immediately over the fulerum.
My improved diving board entirely elimini-
nates this disadvantage.

A further object of my invention is to
provide a diving board of the character de-
scribed which possesses a higher degree of
resiliency and which imparts a greater force
through a shorter distance to the diver than
the ordinary type of diving board which
overhangs the fulecrum for the major portion
of the board. »

A further object of my invention is to
provide a diving board of the character de-
scribed which may be constructed of umi-
form width and thickness throughout, with-
out sacrificing the desired degree of resil-
lency. , :

A further object of my invention is to
provide a diving board of the character de-
scribed in which an adjustable fulcrum of

‘novel construction is employed.

Other objects and advantages will ap-
pear in the following specification, and the
novel features of the invention will be par-
ticularly pointed out in the appended
claims.

My invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, forming part of this ap-
plication, in which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of an embodi-
ment of my invention,

Figure 2 is a top plan view of the device
illustrated in Figure 1,

Figure 8 is a perspective view of the
adjustable fulerum, and

Figure 4 is an end view of a part of the
mechanism illustrated in Figure 3.

In carrying out my invention I male use
of a supporting surface 1, such as a pier, a
tank wall or the like. My diving board con-
sists of five wooden two-by-fours 2 placed
parallel with one another and at a short
distance apart and substantially fourteen
and cne-half feet in length.™ These two-by-
fours are secured to one ancther by cleats 3
disposed transverse to the members 2.

The rearward end 4 of the board is secured
by bolts 5 to the pier 1.

The fulerum of my improved diving
board is not secured in any way to the board
and is disposed as shown in Figure 1 at
a little less than one-third of the distance
from the front of the board. This fulecrum
consists of two elements 6 and 7, respec-
tively. The element 6, which is the fulerum
proper, has a curved upper surface 8 which
1s arranged for engagement with the under
wall of the diving board. The element 6
has a reduced angular portion 9 at the base
thereof having teeth 10 on the opposite end
walls thereof. The clement 7 has a groove
11 extending longitudinally thereof from
one end to the other provided with teeth 12
corresponding to the teeth 10 on the end
walls of the portion 9 of the element 6. The
element 7 is secured by lag screws 13 to the
pler 1.

The element 6, by virtue of its toothed
construction, may be engaged with the
toothed groove 11 of the element 7 so as to
prevent movement thereof longitudinally of
the board, and the element 6 may be ad-
vanced te the front or to the rear of the
element 7 by lifting the fulecrum element out
of engagement with the fixed element 7 and
replacing it where desired. Thus, a varia-
tion equal to the length of the fixed element
7 of the fulcrum is attained.

From the foregoing description of the
various parts of the device, the operation
thereof may be readily understood. When a
diver stands upon the outermost portion of
the board, as shown in Figure 1, his weight
and the forces exerted by the preliminary
movements peculiar to diving will cause the
portion A at the rear of the fulcrum to flex
upwardly. This flexing of the board cccurs
throughout the entire portion A. The reac-
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tion of the flexing of the portion A causes a

short forceful upward movement of the out-

ermost portion of the board upon which the
diver is positioned so as to augment his

efforts in leaving the board. This short. and.

forceful impulse is more effective to proper
and skillful diving than a sweeping: slsw.
movement such as attributed to the ordinary
type of diving board which. flexes prinei-
pally from the fulcrum to the point upon
which the diver stands:

The possibility of breaking or-cracking of
the board over the: fulcrum is entirely ob-
viated due to the distribution: of the forces
az-described.

If it is desired to adjust the: fulcrum: ele-

ment 6 so as to accommodate the board: to:

persens of vavious weights and for various

types of diving, the board is lifted slightly-

and. the element 6 moved forwardly or rear-
wardly with resPect to the element 7 in the
manner described. »

I claim: : , ;

1. A diving: board' of the character de-

“geribed - comprising - an elongated: resilient

meimber arranged for anchorage at one end
to a supporting surface, a stationary mem-
ber arranged for anchorage to said: support-

1,579,510

ing surface and disposed beneath that pot-
tion of the elongated member forward of the
mid: point thereof; said. stationary member
having a groove extending longitudinally
thereof, irregular side walls, and a fulerum
member having irregular portions fashioned
f6r engagement with the irregular side walls
of said groove, said fulcrum member being
arranged: torsupport the forward portion of
the elongated member.

2. A diving board comprising an elongat-
ed resilient member arranged for-anchorage
at:one: end: to a supporting surface, a.sta-

tionary member seeured’ to said’ supporting:
surface and: disposed beneath: that portion: of:
the elongated member forward of the- mid.

point thereof, said stationary member hav-
ing a groove extending longitudinally there:
of, the side walls of the groove being. formed

of inwardly extending teeth; and a remova--

ble fulerum member having a:curved upper

surface for engagement with' the elongated:

member, and: being provided on its bottom

with a portion adapted to enter said groove,.
and: with teeth arranged- to mesh: with the:

teeth of the stationary member:

WALTER STERRY BROWN.

35

40

45

86




