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To all whom it may concern.:
Be it known that I, Cuariey J. Burrows,

- a citizen of the United States, residing at
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Parsons, in the county of Labette and State
of Kansas, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Hand-Rail Columns, of
which the following is a specification.

The invention relates to supports, and
more particularly to the class of hand rail
columns for locomotives.

The primary object of the invention is the

provision of a.device in which a hand rail
will be firmly and securely supported and
which can be readily and quickly detached
from its kearings should the occasion re-
quire.
Another object of the invention is the pro-
vision of a device of this character wherein
the bearings for the hand rail are of novel
form to prevent slipping or turning of the
said rail when mounted therein.

A further object of the invention is the
provision of a device of this character which
is extremely simple in construction, reliable,
efficacious, strong, durable, and inexpensive
in manufacture.

With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists in the construction, com-
bination and arrangement of parts which
will be hereinafter fully deseribed, illus-
trated in the accompanying drawing, and

pointed out in the claim hereunto appended.

In the drawing:—Figure 1 is a frag-
mentary side view of a locomotive showing
the hand rail mounted in bearings or col-
umns constructed in accordance with the in-
vention. Fig. 2 is an elevation of the for-
ward column partly open. Fig. 3 is a verti-
cal sectional view thereof closed. Tig. 4 is
a sectional view on the line 5—5 of Fig. 1.

Similar reference characters indicate cor-
responding parts throughout the several
views in the drawing.

Referring to the drawing by numerals, !
designates a portion of a locomotive, 6. ¢
portion of its boiler, and 7 the cab of the or-
dinary well-known construction. For the
purpose of protecting persons walking on
the running pboard, (not shown), of the lo-
comotive, there is provided a hand rail 8 as
usual which is of tubular formation and is
supported in bearings or columns herein-
after described. When the columns and
rails are rigidly secured in position, which
is the customary manner of mounting them,
there is difficulty encountered in removing
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the same for any required purpose, there-
fore the invention provides for the conven-
ient and quick removal of the hand rail 8 as
the occasions demand.

The hand rail 8 is removably fitted iu
bearings A, B and C respectively, the bear-
ing A being secured to the cab 7, while the
bearings B and C are secured to the boiler 6
of the locomotive as shown.

The bearing A comprises a semi-circular
shaped stationary base section 9 and a semi-
circular shaped swinging clamp section 14
which is pivoted thereto, and this bearing is
adapted to receive one end of the rail.

The bearing C comprises a column 18
which is secured to the threaded Ing 19 on a
base 20 mounted upon the boiler 6 of the lo-
comotive, the column 18 being formed with
a split head including a stationary section 21
and a swinging section 22, the latter being
pivoted at 23 to the said stationary section
91, and each of these sections is provided
with a semicircular flange 24 projecting out-
wardly from a cheek 25, the flanges 24 of
the said sections being designed to embrace
the forward end of the hand rail 8 which
an be readily removed from the bearing on
raising the swinging section 22 away from
the stationary section 21 thereof. The
swinging section 22 is formed with a slotted
lip 26, the slot of which is adapted to receive
a stud 27, threaded in a boss 28 formed on
the column 18 of the bearing C, and threaded
on this stud 27 is a nut 28 so that the mov-
able section may be fastened in closed posi-
tion for clamping the hand rail.

The intermediate bearing B comprises o
column 29 which has integrally formed
therewith a split hollow ring including
a stationary section 30 and a swinging
section 31, the latter being hinged to the sta-
tionary section 30 by means of a pivot 32 so
that the ring or collar can be opened or
closed when desired. The section 31 is
formed with a slotted lip 33, the slot of
which receives a stud 34, the same being
threaded in a boss 35 formed on the column
29, the stud being provided with a nut, the
column being seeured to the boiler in a man-
ner similar to the fastening of the bearing
(. On unscrewing the nut 34 from the stud
35 the section 31 of the ring or collar is free

' to be swung upwardly to permit the removal

of the hand rail from the said bearing B,
and when the section 31 1s closed or fastened
it will firmly hold the hand rail therein,
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The stationary section 21 and 33 respectively
of the bearings B and C carry stop lugs or
pins 36 which engage in holes 37 in the hand
rail 8 to prevent the slipping or turning
thereof in the said bearings.

It is of course to be understood that the
hinge joint may be varied, that is to say, the
manner of swingingly connecting the sec-
tions to the stationary parts can be changed
or altered, and likewise the manner of fas-
tening the said swinging sections may be
varied as the occasion may require.

From the foregoing it is thought that the
construction and manner of operation of
the device will be clearly understood, and
therefore a more extended explanation has
been omitted. :

What is claimed is:—

A column for supporting a locomotive

hand rail comprising a base, a column rising |

from the base and having a split head, one
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part of the head being integrally formed
with the column, a pivot swingingly con-
necting the other part thereto, a boss formed
on the colummn, a split ear formed on the
movable part of the head, a threaded lug
permanently engaged in the boss and
adapted to be passed into the bifurcation
in the ear, a nut detachably engaged on the
lug for locking the two parts of the head to-
gether, and abutment walls formed on the
two parts of the head at one end thereof for
engagement with the end of the rail to pre-
vent the sliding of the same through the
head.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

CHARLEY J. BURROWS.

Witnesses:
A. C. GirraseIn,
A, R. CoprEN.
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