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To all whom it may concern:

PBe it known that I, Joux ITUrLEy, 2 citi-
sen of the United States, vesiding at Little
Falls, in the county of Herkimer and State
of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Tmprovements in Dust-Proot Recep-
tacles for Tubular Straws, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to a dust-proof re-
ceptacle for tubular straws, '

One object of the invention is to provide
a receptacle for drinking straws embodying
<ich characteristics that but one straw at a
time way be removed from the receptacle.

Anothier object of the invention resides in

the provision of a receptacle which is dust-
proof, and which provides for the with-
drawal of the straw therefrom in such a
way as to obviate the possibility of a person
grasping a straw at any but its intermediate
point, so that if one person withdraws one
traw, and while he might in the operation
engage other straws, he will not engage
the other straws either at the ends which
the subsequent user will place in his mouth
or in the soda water or other liquid which
may be drawn through the tubes.
\Vith the above and other objects in view,
the present invention consists in the com-
bination and arrangement of parts herein-
atter more fully described, illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, and particularly
pointed out in the appended claims, 1t being
understood that changes may be nade in the
form, proportion, size and minor details
without departing from the spirit or sacri-
ficing any of the advantages of the inven-
tion.

Tn the drawings:—JFigure 1is an clevation
of the invention. Fig. 2 is a vertical sec-
tional view. Ilig. 3 is a horizontal sectional
view on the line t—a of Tig. 1.

Referring now 1more particularly to the
accompanying drawings, the reference char-
acter 1 indicates a base upon which is nount-
od a hollow cylindrical shaped member 2,
whose upper end 3 1s closed and provided
with a cavity 4, there being oppositely dis-
posed slots 5 in the sides of the cylindrical
member 2 which slots are enlarged at 6 in-
teymediate their ends for a purpose pres-
ently explained, there being a sanitary gauze
bed 7 disposed upon the base 1 at the bottom
of the cylindrical member 2.

The character 8 indicates a cylindrical
body which envelops the inner member 2

and which has a closed upper end at 9 pro-
vided with an interior depending beaving 10
adapted to {it in the cavity 4 in the top 3 of
the inner member 2, so that the outer mem-
ber 8§ may be rotated upon the inner membey
9. The outer member 8 is cylindrical in
formation and has oppositely disposed slots
11 which are enlarged at 12 and which aye
adapted to be rotated into and out of regis-
fration with the slots 5 of the inner member
9. so that access may be had to the inner
member 2 when the slots of the two mem-
bers ave in alinement for the purpose of in-
serting or withdrawing the straws 15 from
the inuner member. The outer eylindrieal
member 8 has its lower end terminating
short of the base 1 and it is provided with
a depending projection 13 which is adapted
to engage a stop 1+ on the inner member 1
to insure a positive alinement of the slots 5
and 11 of the respective members, so that ac-
cess may be readily had to the intevior of
the inner member 2. The outer member §
las its slots normally out of alinement with
the slots of the innér member 2 to provide
for a dust-proof receptacle. In other words,
when the outer member is rvotated to dispose
‘ts slots out of alinement with the slots of
the iuner member, the interior of the inner
member 2 is not subject to the collection of
dust. A person desirous of using a straw
simply rotates the outer member upon_ its
pivotal bearing 10 until its slots 11 aline
with the slots 5 of the inner member.  This
alinement of the slots is insured by virtue
of the stop 14 of the inner member being en-
gaged by the projection 13 of the outer
member. When the slots have been alined,
as just stated, the person desirous of using a
straw may insert his thumb and forefinger
in the enlarged parts 6 and 12 of the slots
5 and 11, respectively, and thereby grasp a
straw, which he may withdraw from the re-
ceptacle and by virtue of the slots 5 and 11
being comparatively narrow, the prospective
user of the straw can withdraw but one
straw al a time. However, by his manipu-
Lation of the straw and withdrawing it from

the receptacle, his fingers will contact with |

other straws of the receptacle. T therefore
provide the enlarged parts of the slots inter-
mediate their ends so that a prospective user
in contacting with other straws in with-
drawing the one he desires to use, his fingers
will not engage the other straws at their
ends but intermediate their ends only, where-
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by all users of the straws take hold of the
straws at points above which the straws are
subsequently dipped into the liquid of a
glass and to thaf portion thereof which is
brought into contact with the lips of the
user. - It will be noted that the enlarged por-
tlons 6 and 12 of the slots 5 and 11, respec-
tively, are nearer the tops of the slots than
the lower ends thereof. =

If desired I may eliminate the outer mem-
ber and employ the inner member only, the
only difference resulting in this change be-
ing that in the use of the inner member only
the slots thereof are not closed at any time.

The inner and outer members and base or
other elements of which the receptacle may
be composed may be formed of glass, metal,
porcelain, or any other suitable material,
but the characteristic features of the inven.
tion, as herein outlined, will be apparent in
the device in so far as the scope and spirit
of the appended claims will permit for the
production of a dust-proof or other recep-
tacle for tubular drinking straws and pro-
vide for a single delivery of the straws.

What is claimed is:—

1. A ‘tubular straw holder comprising a
fixed hollow inner member, and an envelop-
ing outer member rotatably mounted upon
the inner member, each member having op-
positely disposed slots, each slot being en-
larged intermediate its ends, the inner mem-
ber having a stop and the outer member
having a projection for engagement with
said stop to limit the rotative movement
of the outer member when the slots of the
members are brought into alinement.

2. A tubular straw holder comprising a
fixed hollow inner member, and an envelop-
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ing outer member rotatably mounted upon
the inner member, each member having a
slot which is enlarged intermediate its ends,
the inner member having a stop and the
outer member having a projection for en-
gagement with said stop to limit the ro-
tative movement of the outer member when
the slots of the members
alinement.

8. An article holder comprising a recep-
tacle composed of inner and outer members,
one member being rotative with respect to
the other member and each member having
a comparatively narrow vertical slot which
is enlarged intermediate its ends nearer the
top than at the bottom of the slots whereby
a single straw at a time may be withdrawn
from the receptacle when the slots of the
two members are brought into alinement and
whereby the receptacle is rendered dust.
proof when the slots of the two members
are out of alinement.

4. A tubular straw holder, comprising a
fixed hollow inner member, and an envelop-
Ing outer member, rotatably mounted upon
the inner member; each member having op-
positely disposed slots, adapted to be
brought into and out of alinement, to per-
mit of the withdrawal of the straws, when
the slots are in alinement; each of said slots
having an enlarged portion intermediate
its ends.

In testimony whereof I affix my signa-
ture, In presence of two witnesses:

JOHN HURLEY.

Witnesses:
Gro. A. Drorsr,
Lurarr M. Kawe.
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