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(57) Abstract: This vehicle seat is provided with: a first seat that has a first seat cushion and a first seat back; and a second
seat that has a second seat cushion and a second seat back, and is disposed diagonally rearward of the first seat. The rear
end part of the first seat cushion is positioned rearward of the front end part of the second seat cushion. The first seat
cushion and the second seat cushion each have a pair of left and right side end parts. The end surface of a first side end part
on one side in the left-right direction, which is the second seat side, between the pair of left and right side end parts of the
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first seat cushion, is positioned farther to one side in the left-right direction than the end surface of a second side end part
onthe other side in the left-right direction, which is the first seat side, between the pair of left and right side end parts of the
second seat cushion. A recess part is provided on at least one of the rear end part of the first side end part and the front end
part of the second side end part so as to prevent interference between the first side end part and the second side end part.
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

Document 1: JP 2008-24030 A (MAZDA MOTOR CORPORATION) (7 February 2008 (2008-02-07), paragraphs
[0015]-[0020], [0045]-[0048], fig. 1-2, 4, 12-13 (Family: none)

Document 2: JP 2008-24034 A (MAZDA MOTOR CORPORATION) (7 February 2008 (2008-02-07), paragraphs
[0021]-[0026], [0047]-[0050], fig. 1-2, 11-12 (Family: none)

Invention 1: Claims 1-8, 10, and 13

Document 1 (in particular, see paragraphs [0015]-[0020] and [0045]-[0048], fig. 1, 2, 4, 12, and 13) and document
2 (in particular, see paragraphs [0021]-[0026] and [0047]-[0050], fig. 1, 2, 11, and 12) each disclose an automotive
seat device (corresponding to the "vehicle seat”) to be installed in a vehicle and having a seat cushion and a seat
back, the automotive seat device comprising: a driver seat 6 (corresponding to the "first seat™) that has a seat cushion
25 (corresponding to the "first seat cushion") and a seat back 26 (corresponding to the "first seat back"); and a rear
seat 8 (corresponding to the "second seat") which has a seat cushion 31 (corresponding to the "second seat cushion™)
and a second seat back (see fig. 1 and 2) and which is located diagonally behind the driver seat 6, wherein the rear
end of the seat cushion 25 is located behind the front end of the seat cushion 31 (see fig. 2), the seat cushion 25
and the seat cushion 31 each have a pair of left and right side ends (see fig. 1), the end face of the right side end
(corresponding to the "first side end") on the right side (corresponding to the "one side") of the seat cushion 25
is located to the right of the end face of the left side end (corresponding to the "second side end") on the left side
(corresponding to the "other side") of the seat cushion 31 (see fig. 1 and 12), and the left side end of the seat cushion
31 is provided with a cutout 58 (corresponding to the "relief portion" or "cutout™) to prevent interference between the
right side end of the seat cushion 25 and the left side end of the seat cushion 31 (related to claims 1-2).

Also, a configuration comprising a rear seat 7 (corresponding to the "third seat") located behind the driver seat 6
and at the left side end of the seat cushion 31 is disclosed in fig. 1 and 12 (related to claim 3).

Also, in the invention disclosed in each of documents 1 and 2, the specific size of each seat to be installed at each
position inside the vehicle is merely a design matter that could be selected, as appropriate, by a person skilled in the
art in consideration of,, inter alia, the space inside the vehicle (related to claim 4).

Therefore, claims 1-3 lack novelty in light of the invention disclosed in each of documents 1 and 2, and thus
do not have a special technical feature. Claim 4 is another invention in which the difference from the invention
disclosed in each of documents 1 and 2 is a design change entailed by a specific application of the technology, and
since said difference furthermore does not exhibit an advantageous effect in comparison with the invention disclosed
in each of documents 1 and 2, claim 4 does not have a special technical feature.

However, claim 5, which depends from claim 1, has the following special technical feature: "the floor of the
vehicle in which the third seat is installed is provided with a recessed storage area where the third seat is stored when
the third seat is not in use". Therefore, claims 1-5 are classified as invention 1.

Additionally, claims 6-8, 10, and 13 depend from claim 1 and are linked with claim 1, and thus are classified as
invention 1.

Invention 2: Claim 9

Claim 9 cannot be said to have the same or corresponding technical feature as claim 5 classified as invention 1.

Claim 9 depends from claim 1 classified as invention 1, but the specific problem to be solved by the invention
as in claim 9 as can be understood from the technical features added to claim 1, namely the problem of allowing
"occupants to recognize predetermined information via vibration, without interrupting communication between
occupants”, has little relevance to the problem to be solved by claim 1, namely the problem of "configuring a
compact vehicle by keeping the lateral dimensions as short as possible while ensuring sufficient seating space for left
and right seated persons”. For this reason, claim 9 is not considered to be inventively linked with claim 1.

Furthermore, claim 9 is not substantially identical to or similarly closely related to any of the claims classified as
invention 1. Therefore, claim 9 cannot be classified as invention 1.

Claim 9 has the special technical feature of "comprising: a vibration actuator that drives a vibrator built into at
least one of the seat cushion and the seat back; a covering that constitutes a sitting surface on which a user sits; a first
permanent magnet located on the back side of the covering; and a second permanent magnet which is attached to the
surface of the vibrator and which is vibrated by the driving of the vibration actuator, wherein the second permanent
magnet is located within the range of interaction with the first permanent magnet”, and thus is classified as invention
2.

Invention 3: Claim 11
Claim 11 cannot be said to have the same or corresponding technical feature as claim 5 classified as invention 1.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet) (July 2022)
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

Claim 11 depends from claim 1 classified as invention 1, but the specific problem to be solved by the invention
as in claim 11 as can be understood from the technical features added to claim 1, namely the problem of "increasing
seat ventilation to increase occupant comfort while reducing the operation of a cooling device", has little relevance
to the problem to be solved by claim 1, namely the problem of "configuring a compact vehicle by keeping the lateral
dimensions as short as possible while ensuring sufficient seating space for left and right seated persons”. For this
reason, claim 11 is not considered to be inventively linked with claim 1.

Furthermore, claim 11 is not substantially identical to or similarly closely related to any of the claims classified as
invention 1. Therefore, claim 11 cannot be classified as invention 1.

Claim 11 has the special technical feature in which "at least one of the seat cushion and the seat back has a front
surface section having a sitting surface on which an occupant sits, a back surface section on the opposite side from
the sitting surface, and a support section that supports the edges of the front surface and back surface sections such
that the front surface and back surface sections face each other across an interior space, wherein the front surface
section has a mesh surface member constituting the sitting surface and the back surface section has a movable
member that operates to connect or disconnect the interior space with a space on the outside of the back surface
section”, and thus is classified as invention 3.

Invention 4: Claim 12

Claim 12 cannot be said to have the same or corresponding technical feature as claim 5 classified as invention 1.

Claim 12 depends from claim 1 classified as invention 1, but the specific problem to be solved by the invention
as in claim 12 as can be understood from the technical features added to claim 1, namely the problem of "moving a
seat cushion forward, back, up, and down, and also changing the tilt angle of the seat cushion”, has little relevance
to the problem to be solved by claim 1, namely the problem of "configuring a compact vehicle by keeping the lateral
dimensions as short as possible while ensuring sufficient seating space for left and right seated persons”. For this
reason, claim 11 is not considered to be inventively linked with claim 1.

Furthermore, claim 12 is not substantially identical to or similarly closely related to any of the claims classified as
invention 1. Therefore, claim 12 cannot be classified as invention 1.

In addition, claim 12 has the special technical feature of "further comprising a support section that supports the
seat cushion so as to be movable forward and back and also movable up and down from a base section, wherein the
support section has a first moving body slidable forward and back with respect to the base section, a second moving
body slidable forward and back with respect to the base section and provided behind the first moving body so as
to be relatively movable forward and back with respect to the first moving body, a first link member supported at
one end and the other end by the first moving body and the seat cushion, respectively, so as to be turnable forward
and back, and a second link member behind the first link member and supported at one end and the other end by the
second moving body and the seat cushion, respectively, so as to be turnable forward and back", and thus is classified
as invention 4.

Invention 5: Claim 14

Claim 13 cannot be said to have the same or corresponding technical feature as claim 5 classified as invention 1.

Claim 14 depends from claim 1 classified as invention 1, but the specific problem to be solved by the invention
as in claim 14 as can be understood from the technical features added to claim 1, namely the problem of "changing
the position of a vehicle seat to various positions forward, back, up, and down, without using a link mechanism",
has little relevance to the problem to be solved by claim 1, namely the problem of "configuring a compact vehicle
by keeping the lateral dimensions as short as possible while ensuring sufficient seating space for left and right seated
persons”. For this reason, claim 14 is not considered to be inventively linked with claim 1.

Furthermore, claim 14 is not substantially identical to or similarly closely related to any of the claims classified as
invention 1. Therefore, claim 14 cannot be classified as invention 1.

Claim 14 has the special technical feature in which "the seat cushion extends substantially horizontally in
width and length directions from among mutually orthogonal width, length, and height directions; the seat back
is supported at one end of the seat cushion in the length direction and extends in the height direction; the vehicle
seat further comprises a support section that supports the seat cushion so as to be movable in the length and height
directions with respect to a base section; the support section has a first member supported on the base section, a
second member supported by the first member so as to be movable along a first inclined plane extending obliquely
in the length and height directions, and a third member supported on the second member so as to be movable along a
second inclined plane extending obliquely in the length and height directions; and the seat cushion is supported on the
third member", and thus is classified as invention 5.
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