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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoEN Frawcis BAL-
LARD, a subject of the Queen of Great Britain,
residing in the eity of Hamilton,in the county

5 of Wentworth and Province of Ontario,in the
Dominjon of Canada, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Buckles, (for which I
have not obtained a patent in any country,) of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to buckles or fasten-
ings for holdback-straps for buggiesand other
vehicles and for other purposes where from
the unhitching or undoing of other fasten-
ings, whether accidental or otherwise, it may
15 become desirable to have a buckle that will

automatically disengage itself from its strap.

"I attain this object by a buckle illustrated in

the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a plan or top view of the buckle.

20 Iig. 2is a bottom view to show the mannerin
which the tongue is inserted. TFig. 8is a see-
tion on linex « of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a section
on line y 7 of Fig. 1. :

Similarlettersrefer tosimilar parts through-

25 out the several views.

The frame A of the buckle is of the nsual
kind. The fastener B, by which it is held to
the shaft or other object, has a slot b’ on the
under side, as shown in Fig. 8, to receive the
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frame A, and in which it is pivoted when the
fastener B is fixed upon theshaft. The fast-
ener B hasanotherslot b’ forward of the slot
U’, which slot b’ is intended to carry the
pivots ¢ ¢ of the tongue C, so that when the
fastener B is fixed to the shaft the tongue C 35
will be pivoted therein.

It will be seen that the tongue C is not piv-
oted eoncentrically with the frame A, as is
usual with buckles, but eccentrically. Con-
sequently when the whiffletrees or the traces
are unhitched and a ehange. in the direction
of the draft occurs, as shown by the dotted
lines in Fig. 3,the tongne C draws within the
frame A, so that the frame A becomes auto-
matically unhitched.

‘What I claim my as invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

A buckle consisting of the frame A, fast-
ener B, and tongue C, the frame A pivoted
in a slot 0’ in the fastener B, and the tongne
C, by its pivots c ¢, pivoted in another slot b’
in said fastener B, all as hereinbefore de-
seribed, as and for the purposes hereinbefore
set forth.
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J. F. BALLARD.

Witnesses: ]
FRANKLIN PRATT,
MATTHEW KELLY.




