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(57) Abstract: Provided is a method by which 1-fluoro-2,2,2-trichloroethyl difluoromethyl ether, which is useful as
an intermediate for the synthesis of desflurane, is conveniently obtained using inexpensive chloral as a starting mater-
ial and reacting with chloroform and hydrogen fluoride in the presence of a Lewis acid catalyst. The obtained 1-fluo-
ro-2,2,2-trichloroethyl difluoromethyl ether is then derived to desflurane by reaction with hydrogen fluoride in the gas
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This method can efficiently produce desflurane by a short process.
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