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In the selling of tile used on walls of bath 
rooms, kitchens, and in similar places, it is de 
sirable to provide convenient means, or appara 
tus for the purpose of readily displaying differ 
ent colors of tile and/or different styles or colors 
of fixtures that may harmonize with the tile, 
for facilitating the selection of the tiles and fix 
tures that are to be built into the room or other 
structure. 
The primary object of the present invention has 

been to devise an apparatus of the above kind. 
While the apparatus of my invention may be 

made in miniature for convenience in handling 
and for carrying from place to place, in which 
event, either full size or miniature sizes of tiles 
and fixtures may be employed, the invention is 
equally adapted for use in large size displays 
and the latter would be used especially in ex 
hibition places. 
In the carrying out of my invention I have 

designed a display apparatus wherein a relatively 
large number of color combinations can be em 
ployed by the use of tiles of different colors 
mounted on a suitable base or support, with cer 
tain of the tiles shiftable relatively to the others 
So as to bring into displayed relation the different 
colors of the tiles and thus enable a person to 
Select the color combinations of the tiles which 

In like man 
ner when the appalatus of the invention is built 
with display members in imitation of fixtures 
such as may be used in the bathroom, kitchen or 
elsewhere, such fixtures may be of different col 
ors to imitate the realistic colors of metal or 
porcelain fixtures, and the fixture display mem 
bers may likewise be movably supported and thus 
are adapted to... be shifted into displayed rela 
tion to the differently colored tiles that will 
go to make up, for instance, the cap section, base 
section, and field Section of WainScot such as may 
be provided in a tile bathroom or other room or 

Indeed, the invention is adapt 
able to a construction for the display of Wainscot 
that might run from the base of a room or a 
compartment to the ceiling, as the principle of 
the invention...is fully adaptable to Such a use. 

Generally summarized, my invention conn 
prises a suitable supporting base equipped with 
a plurality of relatively movable tile sections to 
gether with an aSSociated primary or display 
shield equipped with a display opening through 
which portions of the said tile sections may be 
viewed when they are arranged in different re 
lations or combinations of colors. Also, there is 
preferably provided a secondary or cut-off shield 

(Ci. 35-53) 
whereby to cover the main bodies of the dif 
ferent sections of tiles which are not to be dis 
played through the display opening of the said 
display shield. The said display shield is mov 
able at times to certain positions by reason of 
the paculiar construction employed, in which po 
Sitions, were it not for the cut-off shield, certain 
portions of the tie sections would be exposed to 
View, tending to confuse the user and viewer of the 
Said display apparatus. . 
My invention involves other detailed features 

of construction and arrangement of parts, the 
purpose of which will be more fully apparent as 
this description pi'oceeds, and an understand 
ing of the display apparatus of my invention, dis 
closed in several modifications or forms, may be. 
had lion reference to the accompanying draw 
iiigs, in which- . - 

Figure is a perspective view of a simpli 
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fied enbodiment of my invention, cut away and 20 
shown in Section at one end and having the 
display and cut-off shields broken away near 
the opposite end to show more clearly the tile 
normally underneath or behind the same. 

Figure 2 is a front elevation of the appara- 25 
tus of Figure 1, showing the display shield ad 
justed to exhibit portions of the cap, field, and 
base Sections of the tile, and showing the cut 
off shield adjusted to cover or hide certain parts 
of these Sections that would otherwise be re- 80 
vealed by reason of the adjustment of the dis 
play shield in the rightward position shown in 
the figure. . 

Figure 3 is a sectional view showing the base 
or back member of the shield, the top and bottom 35 
finishing and guide innenbers for the apparatus, 
and the cap and base tile sections. 

Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 3, but 
Showing the field or nowable tile Section Which 
is adapted to operate between the cap and 
tile sections of Figure 3. is 

Figure 5 is a perspective view, also in section, 
at the left-hand end illustrating in somewhat 
the same manner as Figure 1, a modified form 

base 40 

of the apparatus wherein the several tile sec- 5 
tions are associated with a fixture display. sec 
ion provided with a series of preferably differ 
ently colored fixture members that are adapted 
to he brought to view. One at a time at the ex 
hibit opening and thus placed in a related, real- so 
istic association with the tile sections, the ap 
paratus for this purpose being provided with 
a special space between the tile setcions and the 
shields in which space the fixture display sec. 
tion is disposed. 55 
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Figure 6 is a Sectional view taken about. On the 

line 6-6 of Figure 5. 
Figure 7 is a front elevation of a modified 

form of the invention. Wherein the fixture dis 
play is carried in part by the display shield. 

Figure 8 is a vertical Sectional view taken. On 
the line 8-8 of Figure 7. . 

Figure 9 is a view of the construction illus 
trated in Figure 2 with the shields removed and 
disclosing the manner in which the tile sections 
may be shifted relatively to one another to bring 
different colors of tiles forming parts of Said 
Sections into View at the display Opening. 

Figure 10 is a horizontal, longitudinal section 
taken on the line 0-0 of Figure 2. 

Figure 1 is a fragmentary perspective view 
bringing out a little more clearly the construc 
tion of the fixture display Section ShoWing One 
of the fixtures mounted thereon in association 
With the field tile Section. 
- The simplified embodiment of my invention of 
Figures 1 to 4 and 9 and iO. Will first be set forth. 
The apparatus is made of relatively few parts 
So as to be readily and cheaply manufactured 
and yet afford considerable facility of adjust 
ment of the parts to give varied display effects 
as regards the color combinations of the tiles. 
I provide a base A equipped at its upper and 
lower edges with outstanding strips which act 
as guide members , and between the said mem 
bers are disposed the tile Sections 2, 3, and 4. 
The tile Section 2 is a cap Section having in 
view the display purposes of the invention, the 
Section 4 is a base section, and the Section 3 
is a field Section, these sections having tiles in 
imitation of those which might be provided in 
many different places such as bathroons, kitch 
ens and the like. Preferably, the various tiles 
Of each of the above Sections Will be of different 
colors, certain of the colors of the tiles of one 
Section, however, corresponding With those of the 
Others. 
As One preferred ineans of assembling the Sec 

tions 2, 3, and 4 upon the base A, I provide a 
fixed attachment strip 2a secured suitably to 
the base for the section 2, a similar fixed at 
tachment strip a secured to the base for the 
Section 4, and a movable attachment Strip 3d 
Slidable on the base A and carrying the tiles of 
the field section 3. The tiles of the cap section 
2 project slightly downward beyond the strip 2a. 
and the tiles of the section 4 project slightly up 
Wardly beyond the fixed strip 4ct of this section, 
thereby providing guide grooves 5 and 6 es 
tablished by the projecting tiles and in which 
the upper and lower edges of the movable strip 
3a for the field section 3 is adapted to operate 
Or slide, as quite evident from Figures 3 and 4. 
Of the drawingS. 
The parts which act as Shielding members are 

the display shield 7 and the cut-off shield 8, 
these parts being largely of the same general 
dimensions and distinguished only in that the 
body of the cut-off shield is solid or un-inter 
rupted whilst the body of the display shield is 
provided with a display opening designated 9, 
see Figures 1 and 2. The display opening 9 is 
of Such a size that when the display shield T is 
disposed in an adjusted position such as illus 
trated in Figure 1, a portion of the tile of the 
Cap Section 2, Substantially the whole area of 
the tile of the field section 3, and a portion of 
the tile of the base section 4 are visible. Now, 
of Course, the adjustment of the shield length 
Wise of the apparatus in either direction from 

the apparatus. 

2,011,843 
a centralized position will cause exposure of cer 
tain of the tile members of the parts 2, 3, and 
A near the ends of the base A uneSS provision 
is made otherwise. Since the person WieWing 
the apparatus might become confused by the eX 
posure of ties of different colors adjacent to 
those exhibited at the display opening 9, I pref 
erably use the cut-off shield 8 previously men 
tioned, by which, as shown in Figure 2, for in 
stance, when the shield is adjusted in a right 
Ward direction, the Shield 8 nay cover the tiles 
that would otherwise be exposed at the left end 
Of the base A, all in a manner clearly Seen from 
the dra WingS. in the arrangement Of the partS 
in Figure 3 at the display opening 9 are visible 
portions of the cap and base section tiles which 
ray be Of the Sane color or different Colors, and 
the tiles of the field section 3 may be of an 
Other color as desired by the person observing 

disposition of the field Section 3 adjusted to the 
right in relation to the cap and base sections, 
as to Figure 9 (with the shields removed) and 
a similar adjustment of the parts in Figure 10 
but with the shields adjusted as shown in 
Figure 2. 

it is possible in the employment of my inven 
tion to extend its usefulness by providing fixture 
in embers 9 carried by a fixture display section 

as shown in Figures 5 and 6. The fixture men 
bers 9 may be miniature built fixture imitating 
parts, as for instance in the present case initia 
tions of a porceiaii lavatory. I provide on the 
fixture display section ii which consists of a strip 
of Suitable material, a plurality of fixture ren- ; 
bers which may take different forms but in the 
present case are miniature initations of porce 
lain lavatory basins. Each of the fixture men 
bers may have small elements 2 in imitation 
Of falcetS, to give realisrn to the display. The 
section i? will slide in front of the field section 
3 as seen in Figures 5 and 6, and the fixture mem 
bers will be attached or affixed to the part 
in any substantial way. Now of course it would 
be possible to use a fixture member f) in imita 
tion of a refrigerator or in imitation of a cabinet 
Such as disposed adjacent to a sink or a wall cab 
inet such as used for holding kitchen utensils, 
So that considerable latitude is allowed in this 
manner. - - 

In Figure 5 the field section or panel 3 may be 
built up of miniature tiles if desired, as is illus 
trated at 3b, or an imitation of miniature ties 
may be resorted to. Of course in the construc 
tion of Figures 5 and 6 the shields 8 and 3 ice 

- employed, but in this modification the said shields 
are spaced some distance from the sections 2, 3, 
and 4 to permit of the free movability of the fix 
ture section with its fixture members . . . 
... Passing now to Figures 7 and 8, a further mod: 
ification of the invention is illustrated. Those 
parts which are the same as previously referred 
to are similarly numbered. In this rapdification 
I contemplate using beneath the field section of 
tiles 3 a Special auxiliary section 3 having a 
base strip 4 freely movable in contact with the 
attachment strip 3a which carries the tiles of the 
field Section. In this construction the display 
Shield has the desired display opening S previ 
ously referred to, and in addition thareto said 
Shield has a Secondary display opening designated 
9d. On the outer surface of the shisid , below 
the opening 9, there may be provided an illus 
tration of a lavatory basin 5, and this illustra 
tion may be made by printing directly upon the 

Figures 9 and 10 illustrate the 
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shield, or it is: possible to apply to the Shield a 
metallic member removably connected therewith, 
If metallic members are used, they may be pro 
vided in different colors and detachably engaged 
with the shield at the lower opening.9 in any con 

The auxiliary tile section 3 
comes into play in the apparatus of Figures 7 and 
8:by the adjustment of the different colored tiles 
thereof opposite the opening 9 so as to render vis 
ible a portion of said tiles, as seen in Figure 7, 
which gives the appearance of the upper portion 
or top of the imitation fixture indicia or member 
15. Thus, in Figure 7, there is shown one of the 
tiles of the cap section, a tile of the field section, 
a portion of the tile of the auxiliary tile section 
13, and through the opening 9a at the bottom of 
the shield 7 there becomes visible a portion of the 
base section. 4. By the above arrangement and 
by suitable manipulation of the parts as-described 
a very realistic ensemble of colored tiles making 
up a section of a wainscot and even imitating the 
fixture that may be desired to match the tiling 
of the Wainscot, may be obtained. 
: The apparatuses of the modified construction 
as hereinbefore set forth may be cheaply. Con 
structed, affording a very handy Sales apparatus 
for the display of different colored effects in tile 
color combinations, and Said apparatus, being 
portable, can be used either in miniature or in 
ful size for different kinds of exhibiting purposes. 
The tile sections. 2, 3, 4 and 3 are in reality 

display sections. - - ' 

The fixture: members. . are guided in their 
movement to be maintained in proper positions 
relative to the tile sections by contact of the Strip 
or part with the section 3, and engagement 
of the lower ends of the members with the 
upper side of the lower guide member . 

It is to be understood that I use the expres 
sions “display sections’ and “tile sections' here 
in, and in my claims, in a generally comprehen 
sive sense of included equivalency of structure, for 
the members 2, 3 and 4 might readily be "brick 
sections' of different tapestry brick imitation, or 
panel sections of different wainscot structures, or 
they might carry paper in imitation of Wall papers, 
etc. 

Having thus described my invention, What I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent of the United States, is 

1. In tile display apparatus, in combination, a 
base, a plurality of tile display sections thereon 
including a section movable relatively to the other 
sections, said other sections being secured to Said 
base, guide members carried by the base, and a 
display shield movable on the guide members and 
over the said display sections and having a dis 
play opening for exposing to view portions of the 
tiles of said sections. 

2. In tile display apparatus, in combination, a 
base, a plurality of tile display sections thereon 
including a section movable relatively to the other 
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sections, guide members carried by the base, a 
display shield movable on the guide members and 
over the said display sections and having a dis 
play opening for exposing to view portions of the 
tiles of said sections, and a cut-off Shield COOper 
ating with the display shield for shutting off from 
view the parts of the display sections which would 
be exposed at points other than at the display 
opening by adjustments of the display shield. 

3. In tile display apparatus, in Combination, a 
base, a plurality of tile display Sections thereon 
including a section movable relatively to the 
other sections, guide members carried by the base, 

a display...shield movable on the guide members 
and over the said display sections and having 
a display opening for exposing to viewportions 
of the tiles of said sections, and a display, fixture 
section interposed between the display shield and 
the display sections, and comprising a fixture 
member adapted to be exposed to view at said dis 
play. Opening. . . - . . . . . . 

4. In tile display apparatus, in combination; a 
base; a plurality of display. Sections of different 
colored tiles and including a section movable rela 
tively, to the other sections, guide members car 
ried by the base, a display shieldimovable. On the 
guide members and over the said display; sections 
and having a display opening for exposing to view 
portions of the tiles of Said sections, and a dis 
play fixture section interposed between the dis 
play shield and the display sections and compris 
ing a plurality of differently colored fixture-mem 
bers adapted to be exposed to view at Said display 
Opening. v . . . . 

5. In tile display apparatus, in combination, a 
base, a plurality of tile sections thereon including 
a section movable relatively to the other sections, 
guide members carried by the base, a display 
shield movable on the guide members and over the 
said tile Sections and having a display opening for 
exposing to view portions of the tiles of said sec 
tions, a cut-off shield cooperating with the dis 
play shield for shutting off from view the parts of 
the tile-sections. Which Would be exposed at points 
other than at the display opening by adjustments 
of the display shield, the said guide members be 
ing equipped with guide grooves facing each other 
and receiving opposite edges of the said shields, 
and said shields being spaced from the tile sec 
tions, and a display fixture section comprising a 
plurality of fixture members arranged to operate 
in said space provided between the shields and tile 
sections and adapted to be exposed at the display 
opening. 

6. In tile display apparatus, in combination, a 
base, a plurality of display sections of different 
colored ties and including a Section movable rel 
atively to the other Sections, guide members car 
ried by the base, a display shield movable on the 
guide members and over the said dislay. Sections 
and having a display opening for exposing to view 
portions of the tiles of said sections, and a display 
fixture section interposed between the display 
shield and the display Sections and Comprising a 
plurality of differently colored fixture members 
adapted to be exposed to view at said display 
opening, the display fixture Section including a 
strip of material supporting the fixture members 
and movable in contact with one of the display 
sections. 

7. In tile display apparatus, in combination, a 
base, a plurality of tile display sections thereon 
including a section movable relatively to the other 
sections, guide members carried by the base, a 
display shield movable. On the guide members 
and over the Said display Sections and having a 
display opening for exposing to View portions of 
the tiles of said sections, a cut-off shield cooperat 
ing with the display shield for shutting off from 
view the parts of the display sections which would 
be exposed at points other than at the display 
opening by adjustments of the display shield, and 
means in imitation of a display fixture and asso 
ciated. With the display Sections of the base. 

8. In a display device of the class described, a 
flat panel, base having guide channels along at 
least two edges thereof, display sections. Secured 
to said base simulating various cap, field, and 
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4. 
base tile associations, the edges of Which are re 
ceived in the guide channels, and a display shield 
having its edges also received in Said guide chan 
nels and disposed in front of said display sections, 
said shield being slidable over said display. Sec 
tions to selective positions and having a display 
opening therein through which a particular cap, 
field, and base tile aSSociation inay be observed. 

9. In a display device of the class described, a. 
flat panel base having guide channels along at 
least two edges thereof, display Sections secured 
to Said base simulating Various cap, field, and 
base tile associations, the edges of which are re 
ceived in the guide channels, a display shield hav 
ing its edges also received in Said guide channels 
and disposed in front of Said display Sections, said 
shield being slidable over said display Sections to 
selective positions and having a display opening 
therein through which a particular cap, field, 
and base tile association may be observed, and a 
second imperforate shield complementary to the 
first disposed in overlapping relation to said dis 
play shield and movable relatively thereto in said 
guide channels so as to cut off from view. Other 
parts of said display sections which otherwise 
would be-exposed at points other than at the dis 
play opening in certain positions of the display 
shield. . . - . . . . . . . . - 

10. In a display device of the class described, a 
flat panel base having guide channels along at 
least two edges thereof, display sections Secured 
to said base simulating various cap, field, and base 
tile associations, the edges of which are received 
in the guide channels, a display shield having its 
edges also received in Said guide channels and 
disposed in front of said display sections, said 
Shield being slidable. Over Said display Sections 
to selective positions and having a display open 
ing therein through which a particular cap, field, 

2,011,843 
and base tile association may be observed, a sec 
ond imperforate shield complementary to the first 
disposed in Overlapping relation to said display 
shield and movable relatively thereto in said 
guide channels so as to cut off from view other 
parts of Said display Sections which otherwise 
WOuld be exposed at points other than at the dis 
play opening in certain positions of the display 
shield, and a series of miniature fixture pieces 
Slidably mounted intermediate said shields and 
Said display Sections for selective adjustment into 
positions. Where they can be observed through 
Said display Shield opening in association with said 
display, sections. 

11. In a display device of the class described, 
a flat panel base having guide channels along at 
least tWo edges thereof, display sections secured 
to Said base Simulating various cap, field, and base 
tile aSSociations, the edges of which are received 
in the guide channels, a display shield having its 
edges also received in said guide channels and 
disposed in front of Said display sections, said 
Siield being slidable over said display sections to 
Selective positions and having a display opening 
therein through which a particular cap, field, 
and base tile aSSociation may be observed, a sec 
Ondimperforate shield complementary to the first 
disposed in overlapping relation to said display 
Shield and movable relatively thereto in said guide 
channels. So aS to cut off from view other parts 
Of Said display Sections. Which otherwise would be 
eXposed at points other than at the display open 
ing in certain positions of the display shield, and 
a miniature fixture piece carried by said display 
Shield. So as to Occupy, a position representing the 
normal relation to the cap, field, and base tile as 
Sociations exposed through the display opening. 

NOBLE C. BUTLER. 
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