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It is the objectof .my invention: to provide a
table. of novel.construction; arranged to be par-
tially supported ‘on ‘or: in adjacency to-a person
using the same; as.on the lap of the ‘user; or the
arms or other: portions ‘of the chair in which the
user-is sitting, -

It is: the- object: of . my 1nvent10n further to
provide such ‘a table:which 'is foldable; further,
to provide such a table which may also. serve as
a’ container of objects to be used in connection
therewith; such as cards or other games, books,
writing paper and' envelopes, sewing material
and implements, or other objects which can-be
employed in the use of the table, and, further; to

provide additional supporting means for the table.

My invention consists-in‘novel means for ac-
complishing - the objects stated; further, in' pro-
viding a:leg for-such table:which is collapsible
with relation to the table for convenient disposi-
tion- when' the table is not in use; and, further,
to provide a -receptacle for objects to be used.in
connection with the table, which receptacle and
leg are swingable so-as to depend from the table
when preparing the same for use ‘and to be swung
between folding parts of the table for being lo-
cated between said table parts when the table is
not in use.’

My invention consxsts further in prov1d1ng a
novel portable table,: compnsmg a -plurality of
table -top- sections ‘having ‘a compartment . be-

tween them:-and so hinged as to form a substan-

tially closed:'container ‘when ‘the table top sec-
tions are: folded, and a leg and receptacle so
hinged with relation to the table top sections as
to swing out of said compartment when the table
is “opened ‘and to-swing 'into said compartment
when-the table is folded for closing the same.

The invention will“be further readily under-
stood from the following ‘description and ‘claims,
and from the drawings, -in’which latter:

Fig. 1 i$ a perspective view of my improved de=
vice, shown in a position of use.
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Fig. 6 is-a cross- sectlon of my 1mproved device,
in‘folded relation, taken'in'the ‘plane of the lme
6———6 of Fig. 3, and partly broken away.

1 Pig.. 7 18 a..Cross-sectional detail view: of my
improved device, taken on the l*ne 1—1 of- Flg 3
and partly-broken-away... .’

My improved device is exempllﬁed as’ comprls-
ing a table tép' 1, having table sections: 12 and
13, which are hinged together by hinges i4; I5°s0°
as-‘to “be able- t0- fold the sections toward: éach
other, and so arranged that -when.they are un-
folded the hinge connection will:limit the extent
of such unfolding so-as-to position the support-
ing-surfaces or-tops of the table sections 1n level

relation for-forming a table top. :

In the exemplification the tablé sectlons form
a container'when folded,; as by providing the sec~
tions 'with'inner end walls 2, outer end ‘wall§ 22
and opposite side walls23; 24 to form ' compart-
ments-25, 26; in the’ respectlve ‘table' ‘sections; .
which.-are arranged to ‘be folded toward - ‘each
other for forming a closed compartmetit betweeh’
said table sections. ‘The end walls 2l are inier
end walls and are proximate to each other and

- are shown hinged together. The walls 22 are the

outer end ‘walls. ‘
A ‘supporting leg 31is provxded for-the dev1ce‘

. to: partially- support:the ‘table: upon’ a compara=
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Flg 2 is a perspective view of my improved’ de- :

vicein folded relation:

Fig. 3 is' a plan’ perspective view of my im-
proved device in spread relation, with the leg and
receptacle therein i folded relation.

Fig. 4 is a bottom perspective view of my. im-

proved device, showing: the receptacle and-the
leg' in depending Dpositions, w1th the :leg partly
extended.

Fig. 5 isa cross- sectlon of my 1mproved device,
taken on the line 5—5 of: Frg 3, and partly broken
away. -
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tively steady object, as upon the floor; ring -of
a chair, or the liké. ‘The leg'is movably atta‘che}d’
to the table top and is shown hinged thereto.” It
is‘arranged to be moved into supporting posltion'
for partially supporting ‘the table, and into col-:
lapsed or folded position when the table is not'in’
use. When not in' use the leg is’located in the
compartment ‘between" the table sections -’
The table sections and the leg are preferably‘
50 hinged: together that the leg is foldable be=
tween the tablé sections;and the table sections
are-foldable toward ‘each otherfor containing
the leg. - To'accomplish ‘this'T prefer to employ
the hinge {4, having butts:33; ‘which are let. into
recesses 34:in- the inner faces of ‘the- proximate
inner end walls 21 of ‘the 'table sections; wherein‘
they are fastened by suitable screws in such' man-"
ner. preferably as to locate the axis:of thé hinge
pintle 36  of' the hmge 14 coincident‘ with ‘the
proximate ininer corners 31 of the inner end:walls-
of the table sections, so that when 'the table: sec-’

: tions are-folded the inner opposed faces of said 3

inner walls ‘are in close proximity ‘for: formmg
a closed confainer. “When the table sections are
spread their outer:edge  faces adjacent to the
hinge may form stops to 11n11t swmgmg of the‘
‘table top sections: ;
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There is an additional hinge between the table
sections to which the table leg is preferably at-
tached. This hinge 15 is shown as a triple hinge,
provided with butts 41, 42, having a hinge pintle
43 between.them, the latter butts being let into
recesses 44, in the inner opposed faces of the
inner end walls of the table top sections so as
to locate the inner faces of said butts flush with
said inner opposed faces and to locate the axis
of its hinge pintle &3 substantially coincident
with the proximate inner corners 37 of the inner
faces of said inner walls and in line with the
axis of the pintle 36 of the hinge {4, so that
when the table sections are folded there is a sub-
stantially closed parting line between the table
sections.

The triple hinge is also provided with butts

45, which are secured to the inner faces of the-

side walls 24 of the table sections, hinge pintles
46 being located between said butts and the outer
ends of the butts 41 of said hinges, with the lon-
gitudinal axes of said last-named pintles being
located in the plane of the bottom walls of the
recesses: 44, and within the proximate faces of
the side walls 24, so that the inner ends of the
butts 41 when swung outwardly will be inside
the outer faces, parallel. with the table top, of
the side walls 24 of the table sections, and have
their outward movement obstructed by said side
walls in order to locate the table leg at substan-
tial right angles to the supporting face of the
table when in spread relation.

The table leg is extensible for height and level
and tilted positions of the table when in use.
The leg comprises a channel section 51, shown
angular in cross-section, and. provided with a
lengthwise slot . 52. An inner leg section §3 is
slidable in said outer section to extend or shorten
the table leg. A clamp screw 54 is threaded into
said inner section, a washer 53 being located
between the head of said clamp screw and the
walls of said slot, for clamping the leg sections
together at any adjusted position for height and
inclination of the table.

The inner end of the outer leg section is pro-
vided with a core 57, into which screws 58, pass-
ing through the hinge butt 42 and the outer leg
svec‘ti'o,n,» are threaded, for securing the outer leg
section. to said hinge butts 41, 42, in order that
said butts and the table leg may swing together,
when the table top sections are in spread relation.

When the hinge 1§ and leg are in tilted or de-

pending relation, to form support for the table,
the hinge butts 4f, 42 are locked to prevent
swinging on their pintle 42 with relation to each
other, so as to lock the table sections in open
relation, by reason of the fact that the hinge
pintle 43 is at right angles to the hinge pintles
45, thereby preventing the swinging of the hinge
butts 41, 42 on their pintle 43 with relation to
each other, and such locked relation continues
until said hinge pintle 43 is locafed in substan-
tial ccincidence with the parting lines between
the inner corners of the inner walls of the table
sections. :

The swinging end of the table leg is received
in a recess 61 in one of the side walls 28 of the
table sections when in collapsed relation so as
to locate the inner face of said leg and the inner
face of the hinge butt to which it is attached
within the table section in which it is located,
to permit closing of the table sections when fold-
ing the same. There is preferably a tapered side

wall, as 62, between the end of the table leg and.
5

the side wall of the recess 6f in which it is lo=
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cated, this tapered wall being shown as.one of
the walls of the recess, tapered downwardly and
outwardly, for ready reception of the table leg
in fully folded relation when folding the table.

The table is provided with friction pads ar-
rangzsd to contact a relatively stationary object
when the table is in use for aiding in locating the
same and holding the same in position of use.
Such pads are shown at 65, and are located in
recesses §7 in the respective side walls 23 of the
table sections. 'Their outer faces are shown sub-
stantially. flush with the opposed inner faces of
said side walls, so that when said table sections
are in closed relation the opposed faces of said
table sections may substantially meet for closing
the compartment.

These friction pads are suitably located pref-

‘erably at that side of the table opposite to the

side at which the leg has its connection with the
table top, and in such position as to contact a
comiparatively relatively stationary object, for
instance, the lap of the user, the arms of the
chair in which the user is sitting when using the
tabie, or such cther object in adjacency to the
user arranged to form a partial support for the
table. These friction pads are preferably readily
resitient rubber, for instance, sponge rubber, and
are shown as let into the inner opposed faces of
the table sections when folded.

. These pads are preferably at the outer portions,
of thie tabie adjacent to the user when in use, and
at the side of the table top opposite the side at
which the leg is hinged, there being preferably
a pad at each side of the user’s position, with the
parting line or hinge connection between the
tabie top sections located between the pads, so
that they with the leg of the table form a three-
point support for the table when in use.

The tabie is arranged to be used for various
purposes. It is capable of use by the user to
form a convenient supporting table for various
games, as cards, checkers, chess and the like, and
is convenient for individual use by the user with
relation to whom the table is positicned, as in
playing an individual card game, such as soli-
taire. It may be used as a reading table, a writ-
ing tahle, a sewing table, or for other purposes,
according to the desires of the user.

A receptacle 7! for cards and paraphernalia-
for various. games, for writing material, for sew~
ing materials and for other objects, is provided,
and is supported with relation to the table so as.
to swing inwardly or outwardly as the table sec-
tions are opened for use or closed when out of
use. '"This receptacle is preferably so hinged with
relation to the table that it will depend from the
table top when the table is in use and fold be-
tween the table sections when the table is not in
use. This receptacle may be provided with suit-
&ble compartments 72, having outwardly pre-
sented openings 78, in which cards, the devices
of cther games, writing materials, sewing para-
phernalia and the like, may be placed. It is
shown provided with a hinge flap T4 secured to
the inner face of one of the outer end walls 22
of the table sections by screws 15 and having a.
hinge joint 76 with the receptacle, this hinge
joint being at the middle portion in depth of the
receptacle, so that the receptacle may extend
into each of the sectional table compartments
when the table is closed;, and so that the recep-
tacie may depend from one end of the table with:
its openings 78 exposed outwardly, in order that
when the device is in use the contents of the
receptacle are within easy reach of the user, and



2,324,684

the receptacle itself is alongside the user, and so
as not to interfere with. the movements of the
user when using the table. The receptacle and
the leg of the table are hinged at the outer por-
tion of the table with relation to the user when
the table is in use.

A usual position of use of the table is illus-
trated in Fig. 1. In this‘position the friction
pads 65 rest on the arms 81 of a chair 82 in which
the user sits.. The leg 31 of the table is supported
on the floor. The leg and the friction pads 65, 66
form a three-point support for the table. - The
pads hold the inner side of the table to prevent
shifting thereof. The legs of the user are accom-
modated under the table, the receptacle Ti de-
pending from the table at the right of the user.
The table is supported on its pads at the respec-
tive sides of the user and the leg of the table is
positioned in front of the user, providing a com-
pact arrangement for convenient use. -

When the table sections are folded they are
preferably held together by a latch 85 of suitable
construction, shown as a flexible strap fixed at
one end to one of the table sections, and having
a pin and socket connection 86 at its other end
with the other of the table sections. ‘Each of
the table sections is preferably provided with a
handle 89 by which the ‘table may be carried.
These handles are shown collapsible by having
their shanks 98 slide in holes 91 in the outer end
walls of the table sections and having inwardly
bent flanges 92 at their inner ends for holding
the handles to the table sections but permitting
inward and outward movements of the handles.
These handles may be leather covered wire.

In using the device.the swinging ends of its
sections may be grasped by the user, and held,
with the side portion thereof to which the leg
and receptacle are hinged toward the user, who
then swings the table sections for opening the
container. The user then turns the open table
by moving  the hinged leg portion downwardly
and outwardly away from him, so that when the
table becomes reversed, the leg and the receptacle
swing downwardly automatically by gravity,
which places the padded end of the table sec-
tions toward the user for location on the legs of
the user, or arms of the chair or the relatively
stationary part on which this side of the table is
adapted to rest, the leg depending toward the
floor. The length of the leg'may be regulated to
accommodate the height of the side of the table
toward the user either into level position when
level position of the table is desired, or in. up-

wardly slanting position when a slanting position &

of the table is desired; as when reading.

The table can be used individually by the user
in connection with whom the table is so posi-
tioned, or it may be used as a table between him-
self and & person sitting. opposite him, or between
himself and persons sitting about the table in
front of the user, as in playing cards or other
games. The table may also be uséd in connec-
tion with service of refreshments at social func-
tions and for other purposes.
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My improved device when open and in use
forms a table of sufficient size on which to play
cards and similar games, and for reading, writ-
ing, sewing and other purposes, but is collapsible
into small compass as a closed comparatively flat
container which may be set on edge alongside of
a, chair, or occupy little space in a closet or other
place of storage, and makes a presentable piece
of furhiture when exposed, either in extended or
folded relation. It may also be made of suffi-
cient 'depth as a container in which a portable
typewriter may be carried when the table is
folded, and on which the typewriter may be used
when the table is spread.

If the table is to be repeatedly used under sim-
ilar conditions, with the leg extended, the leg-
may remain extended when the table is folded,
with the extension of the leg protruding from the
recess 61, the table being ready to be spread and
again set up with the previous result as to height
and inclination of its top without readjusting the
length of the table leg.

I claim:

1. A portable foldable table comprising a pair
of table sections having hinge connection between
them and provided with a compartment between
them. when folded to closed position, a hinge com-
prising a pair of sections having hinge connec-
tion with both:said table sections on a pivotal
axis at substantial right angles to the pivotal axis
of said first-named hinge connection and said
hinge sections having a hinge connection between
them forming part of said first-named hinge con-
nection when said hinge ‘is folded toward said
table sections and forming a brace between said
table sections when unfolded to open position,
and a leg for said table sections, said leg having
attachment with said hinge and located adjacent
to said first-named hinge connection when folded
and foldable into said compartment on said sec-
ond-named hinge connection,

2. In a foldable portable table, the combination
of a pair of table top sections having hinge con-
nection between them and.provided with walls t0
form mating compartments therein when said
table top sections are folded, the oufer portions
of the side walls at one side of said sections pro-
vided with recesses, pads located in said recesses,. .
a leg, and a hinge for said leg whereon to swing
said leg into a compartment when said sections
are: folded, said hinge comprising hutts having
pivotal connection between them in substantial
line with said first-named hinge connection when
said ‘table top is folded and pivotal connections
with said walls at the opposite sides of said sec-
tions, and the adjacent walls of said compart-
ments provided with recesses for receiving said
butts, and constructed whereby to substantially
locate said pads and said butts within the planes
extended in which the proximate faces of said
walls are Jocated when said table top sections.are
folded to substantially close said mating com-
partments. '

WILLIAM C. F. DIETZ.




