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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A book page holder and marker is disclosed having
a length of wire formed into continuous segments or
portions to provide an elongated support portion termi-
nating at its free end in a bead and at its opposite
end in a self-biasing arcuate portion coupled to an in-
wardly extending clip portion which is then formed with
a partially closed loop in spaced relationship to the
support portion, The loop is adapted to removably
couple about the mid-section of an elongated page
separator rod. The clip portion is insertably installed
over the jbook binding so that the Ioop portion is
disposed between selected pages of the book. The rod
extends normal to the support portion so that the rod
provides a pair of coextensive arms adapted to separate
the opposite pages of the book. With the rod removed,
the support portion and the clip portion function as a
page marker when the book is closed and the support
portion provides a mount for storing the rod.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
Field of the invention

This invention relates to page holders and book
markers and, more particularly, to a novel page holder
and book marker having means for forcibly separat-
ing the pages of a book as well as for marking selected
pages of the book when the book is closed.

Description of the prior art

In the past, page holding devices have been em-
ployed when a person reading a book desired to lay
the book down with assurance that the open pages will
not become turned over so that the reader loses his
place, Such an event could readily happen when a person
is reading while sitting out-of-doors where a breeze could
blow over some of the pages of the book. Also, unless
a book has been opened and closed repeatedly through
extensive use, the bookbinding generally is sclf-biasing
so that the pages of the book will have a tendency
to close or turn over when the book covers are separated.
This situation occurs quite commonly when books are
new and the book binding relatively fresh and somewhat
rigid.

Attempts have been made to provide a combined
page holder and book marker such as is disclosed in
U.S. Pat. 2,780,481, for example. However, conventional
page holders tend to incorporate a plurality of parts
such as springs, fasteners, levers and the like, which are
not only bulky but which extend beyond the perimeter
of the book so as to be cumbersome and awkard.
Furthermore, many of the prior art devices include parts
with rough edges or sharp corners that have a tendency
to damage, cut or obscure the printing on the pages in-
tended to be separated. )

Therefore, a need has long existed to provide a simple
page holder and book marker which is economical to
manufacture and assembly and which will not damage
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either the pages of the book or deface or obscure the 710

printing thereon.
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° - SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The difficulties and problems encountered with con-
ventional page holders and book markers are obviated
by the present invention which provides a performed
wire having a clip portion for Tetaining the wire on the
book binding and a page separator detachably carried
on the clip portion for forcibly spreading the opposite
and opposing page portions of the book, Without the
separator, the clip portion functions as a page marker
when the book is closed.

In one form of the invention, the wire is shaped to
provide a clip portion having a linear support segment
and a V-shaped segment joined therewith by a self-
biasing arcuate portion. The V-shaped segement is
normally biased so that its apex is urged towards the
support segment to releasably grip the book binding dis-
posed therebetween, The V-shaped segment includes a
partially closed loop formed on its free end that is
adapted to insertably receive an elongated separator
means which extends transversely to the longitudinal
axis of the clip portion so that its opposite end lengths
provide a pair of arms disposed to engage the oppos-
ing pages intended to be separated.

As a book page marker, the clip portion including
the loop, provides page separation but permits book
closure. The separator means may be stored on the sup-
port segment against the external surface of the book
backing.

Therefore, it is among the primary objects of the
present invention to provide a novel page holder and
book marker device which is simple to manufacture,
economical in cost and which is neither bulky nor cum-
bersome to install and operate.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
a novel page separator readily installed on the back of
a book and adapted to provide means for bearing
against the exposed leaves of an open book so as to
operate effectively, regardless of how far reading of the
book has progressed.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
a novel means whereby a portion of the device may be
employed as a place marker in the book for the reader
-when the book is closed,

Still another object of the present invention is to
provide a novel page separator and book marker which
does not extend beyond the general outline or perimeter
of the book and which will not tear or damage either
the pages, the print or the book binding.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The features of the present invention which can be-
lieved to be novel are set forth with particularity in
the appended claims. The present invention, both as to
its organization and manner of operation, together with
further objects and advantages thereof, may best be
understood by reference to the following description,
taken in connection with the accompanying drawings,
in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the movel page
holder and book marker device of the present inven-
tion illustrated for retaining pages of a book in an
open position;

* FIGURE 2 is a transverse cross-sectional view of the
book and device shown in FIG. 1 as taken in the di-
rection of arrows 2—2 thereof;

FIG. 3 is an end elevational view of the book and
device shown in FIGS. 1 and 2;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the book in a closed
condition with the device functioning as a book page
marker;
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FIG. 5 is a side elevational view of the device illus-
trated in FIGS. 1-4; - ’ ’

FIG. 6 is a side elevational view of another embodi-
ment of the present invention; and

FIG. 7 is a fragmentary side elevational view of still
another embodiment incorporating the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, the two sides or leaves
of a book cover are indicated by numerals 10 and 11, re-
spectively, which are connected by any usual backing 12
and binding 13 in which the inner edges of pages 14 of
the book are connected into securement therewith which
may comprise sewing stitches of suitable cord in accord-
ance with conventional practice. The binding 13 may,
of course, operate as the usual “back” for the book and,
when the book is laying open, a space sometimes occurs
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between the back 12 and the binding 13 carrying the inner -

edges of the folios.

In general, the page holder and book marker device of
the present invention is illustrated in the general direc-
tion of arrow 16, as illustrated in FIG. 5, which includes
a clip portion composed of a single length of music wire
of spring steel of suitable gauge, such as gauge .067, for
example. The wire is preformed to provide a series of
convolutions and formations so as to provide resiliency
for the clip and snap fastening means for retaining a page
separator. Briefly, the clip portion is illustrated in the di-
rection of arrow 17, the snap fastener is illustrated in gen-
eral by the numeral 18 and the separator means by nu-
meral 20.

More specifically, the clip portion is illustrated in FIG.
5 and includes a rectilinear length of wire forming an
anchor or support segment 21 and a shallow V-shaped
segment 22 which are joined together at adjacent ends by
means of an arcuate portion 23 which is self-biasing to
urge an apex 24 forming a junction of the diverging legs
of the V-shaped portion against the opposing surface of
the support segment 21. The snap fastener means com-
prises a partially closed loop 25 defining a narrow or
necked-in entrance 26 to the interior of the loop. The free
end of the wire forming the loop 25 terminates in an out-
wardly extending closed loop 27 so that the terminating
wire end will not scratch or damage the paper of the page.
Furthermore, the terminating end of the wire carried by
support segment 21 terminates in a bead 28 which may be
formed by any suitable plastic material such as epoxy, for
example, or which may take the form of a plastic or
rubber-like grommet,

As seen more clearly in FIG. 2, the clip portion of
the device is mounted on the book so that the support
segment 21 is disposed against the external surface of the
back 12 of the book while the V-shaped segment 22 is dis-
posed between the opposing pages intended to be sepa-
rated. The back of the book, binding and associated page
edges are disposed between the V-shaped segment and the
support segment as these latter segments are separated due
to the insertion of the book parts therebetween. The resil-
ient portion 23 yields under the insertion pressure of these
latter book parts to yieldably separate the V-shaped seg-
ment and the support segment. This action causes one leg
of the V-shaped segment to extend substantially outwardly
and away from the support segments 21 so that the snap
fastener means 18 extends substantially in alignment with
and adjacent to the major curvature of the bulk pages as
indicated by numerals 30 and 31 in FIG. 1.

With reference to the separator means, it is to be noted
that a tubular construction is illustrated in which the
separator means takes the form of a hollow, cylindrical
rod 20 preferably composed of translucent or transparent
material having open ends 33 and 34 which are rounded
or beveled. The rod 20 is assembled to the clip portion of
the device by inserting the mid-section of the rod through
the entrance 26 into the partially closed loop 25. The rod
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must be forcibly urged through the entrance 26 against the
bias of the natural spring of the loop curvature so that

the segments of the loop forming the entrance yields
under the pressure to permit passage of the rod. Once the
rod is situated within the confines of the loop, sufficient
bias .pressure is exerted to hold the rod in place. There-
fore, it can be said that the distance of the diameter of
entrance 26 is less than the diameter of rod 20 and that the
diameter of the partially closed loop is slightly less than
the diameter of the rod whereby the loop diameter in-
creases to accommodate the insertion of the rod. Further-
more, it is to be noted that inasmuch as the rod is cylin-
drical, no rough edges or sharp corners are present which
would mar or otherwise damage the pages or print of the
book. The clip portion of the device, as well as the rod
holding or retaining portion, flex in response to the spring-
like characteristics of the wire so that the opposite ends of
the rod which form coextensive arm members provide a
pressure -to forcibly urge separation of the divided por-
tions of the book.

Previously, the device of the present invention has
been described as functioning as a page holder. However,
the device may also be employed as a book marker as
illustrated in FIG. 4 in which the clip portion 16 is in-
stalled or assembled onto the back of the book as previ-
ously described so that the snap fastener portion repre-
sented by partially closed loop 25 and termination loop 27
resides between the opposing pages intended to be marked.
The pages of the book may now be closed and the book
will readily open to the selected page since the portion
of the device between the pages provides sufficient bulk
to indicate page place. The separator rod 20 may be stored
by inserting bead 28 carried on the end of segment 21 into
the bore of the rod and sliding the rod toward arcuate
portion 25. The spring bias of arcuate portion 25 will
cause the support segment 21 to retain the rod thereon
against the back 12 of the book.

Thus, it can be seen that the page holder and book
marker device of the present invention may be readily
used by inserting the back and binding portions of the
book between the support segment 21 and the V-shaped
segment 22 so that the segments spread apart or yield
under the insertion of the thickness of the book parts.
The rod 20 may be arranged so that the opposite co-
extensive arms press against the bulk of the separated
pages and slide past the entrance 26 of the snap fastener
into place in the partially closed loop 25. When as-
sembled, the major axis of the rod 20 is substantially
normal to the major axis of the clip portion 16.

As a book marker, the clip portion remains installed on
the book parts while the rod 20 is inserted over the sup-
port segment 21 in which instance the longitudinal or
major axis of the rod is parallel to the longitudinal or
major axis of the clip portion,

In FIGURES 6 and 7, alternate embodiments of the
present invention are illustrated such that the terminating
loop 27 is modified to permit alternate construction. For
example, in FIGURE 6, it is to be noted that a terminat-
ing loop 35 is provided by bending the wire inwardly or
toward the segment 22 so that the terminating loop may
be said to be inwardly disposed. In this event, a portion
of the loop cooperates with one leg of the V-shaped
member 22 to defined entrance 36 into the snap fastener
means 37. This construction permits the rod 20 to be
maintained within the loop 37 against a portion of the
terminating loop 35.

With reference to FIGURE 7, a similar modification is
shown wherein a terminating loop 38 is provided which is
substantially oblong or tear-drop in shape and has a por-
tion 40 which. cooperates with the leg of segment 22 to
retain the rod therebetween.

The effectiveness of the clip may be improved in all
embodiments by the provision of a bend 29 formed in
one leg of the V-shaped segment 22. The bend is formed
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inwardly so as to extend towards the segment 21 and
functions as a stress point in the segment to provide addi-
tional tension.

While particular embodiments of the present invention
have been shown and described, it will be obvious to
those skilled in the art that changes and modifications
may be made without departing from this invention in its
broader aspects, and, therefore, the aim in the appended
claims is to cover all such changes and modifications as
fall within the true spirit and scope of this invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A book marker and page holder device comprising:

a preformed length of spring wire bent over upon itself

to provide a clip portion and a snap fastener portion;
and

a page separator means detachably carried by said snap

fastener portion and extending normal to the major
axis of said clip portion,

2. The invention as defined in claim 1 wherein said
snap fastener portion comprises a partially closed loop
formed on a selected terminating end of said wire having
a restricted entrance adapted to yieldably permit the in-
sertion of said separator means therethrough.

3. The invention as defined in claim 1 wherein said
clip portion comprises an elongated support segment, a
shallow V-shaped segment and a resilient arcuate por-
tion integrally joined selected ends of said support seg-
ment and said V-shaped segment together whereby said
segments are normally biased toward each other.

4. The invention as defined in claim 3 including

a rounded bead carried on the free end of said support

segment; and

said snap fastener means comprising a partially closed

loop integrally formed on the free end of said V-
shaped segment having a restricted entrance leading
into the interior of said loop adapted to yieldably
accommodate passage of said separator means.

5. The invention as defined in claim 4 wherein said
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separator means comprises an elongated rod having a
mid-section between its opposite ends adapted to be re-
leasably engaged by said partially closed loop.
6. The invention as defined in claim 5 wherein the
5 opposite ends of said rod are beveled to provide a smooth
surface thereon. ,

7. The invention as defined in claim 6 wherein said rod

includes an open-ended bore adapted to insertably receive
said support segment of said clip portion for storage when
said rod is detached from said loop.
. 8. The invention as defined in claim 4 wherein said
partially closed loop includes a fully closed loop having
a portion thereof defining said entrance in cooperation
with a leg of said V-shaped segment.
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15 9. The invention as defined in claim 8 wherein said
fully closed loop extends outwardly away from said V-
shaped segment.

16. The invention as defined in claim 8 wherein said
fully closed loop extends inwardly toward said V-shaped

20 segment,

11. The invention as defined in claim 8 wherein said
fully closed loop is oblong in side elevation.
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